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Can you help? Serving on the management committee
takes only a few hours a month. If you are working
toward an emblem or finishing the list, standing for
elected office will help ensure there is a Section to
bestow that recognition. If you can't make that kind of
commitment, there are a number of other volunteer
positions available. Either way, please give me a call or
drop me a line if you are interested in helping out. I'll be
waiting to hear from you.

CHAIR’S CORNER
by David Baldwin

Hopefully as you read this the weather is cooling a bit
from our summer heat waves. It won't be long now
before we are venturing forth from our air-conditioned
spaces into our great desert playground. If our spring
banquet marks the end of our climbing season, our
October party and meeting, held this year at Tom Happy Hiking!
Sumner's place in Sylmar, may mark the start of the new David Baldwin
season. But we have not been dormant during the DPS Chair
summer months for this is the time to climb those 20
peaks from our list that top 10,000 feet. (As I write this I
am preparing for a trip to Arc
Dome.)
Your management
committee also has been busy,
holding meetings and making plans
for the upcoming year.
I find it a bit curious that one of my
top concerns as DPS Chair is who I
will find to replace outgoing
members of the management
committee.
Each year it seems
harder to find people willing to spend
a few hours a month to keep our
section running. I know because I
had to have my own arm roundly
twisted before I stepped up. Seldom do we have more
candidates for the committee than there are positions to
fill. We are in a period of declining participation in the
section. Fewer emblems have been awarded in the last
decade than for any similar period in the last 50 years.
Sage subscriptions have declined to the point that we are
close to losing our eligibility for bulk mailings.
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Iron Mtn, Sage Hen Peak, &
White Mtn Peak
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Moapa Peak Threatened
Book Reviews
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TRIPS / EVENTS
SEPTEMBER 2006 THROUGH MAY 2007
SEP 9
SEP 30
OCT 7
OCT 13-14
OCT 21
OCT 28-29
NOV 4
NOV 4
NOV 11-12
NOV 18-19
NOV 18-19
NOV 18-19
DEC 2
DEC 2-3
DEC 2-3
DEC 16-17
JAN 6
MAR 3
APR 7
MAY 6

SAT
SAT
SAT
FRI-SAT
SAT
SAT-SUN
SAT
SAT
SAT-SUN
SAT-SUN
SAT-SUN
SAT-SUN
SAT
SAT-SUN
SAT-SUN
SAT-SUN
SAT
SAT
SAT
SUN

DPS
DPS
DPS
DPS, WTC
DPS
DPS, WTC
DPS
DPS
DPS
DPS
DPS, LPC
DPS, HPS, WTC
DPS
DPS, ICS
DPS
DPS
DPS
DPS
DPS
DPS

Charleston Peak
Telescope Peak
DPS Monthly Meeting and Potluck/Party
Bridge Mountain, Moapa Peak
Smith Mountain List Finish
Waucoba Mtn
Weavers Needle
DPS Monthly Meeting and Potluck/Party
Whipple Mountain, Big Maria Mountain
Edgar Peak, Mitchell Point
Careys Castle, Monument Mountain
Villager Peak, Rabbit Peak #2
DPS Monthly Meeting and Potluck/Party
Indianhead
Nopah Range, Pahrump Point
Cerro Pescadores, Sombrero Peak
Pinto Mtn
DPS Monthly Meeting and Potluck/Party
DPS Monthly Meeting and Potluck/Party
Desert Peaks Section Annual Banquet

All participants on Sierra Club outings are required to sign a standard liability waiver.
If you would like to read the Liability Waiver before you choose to participate, please go to:
http://www.sierraclub.org/outings/chapter/forms/
or contact the Outings Department at (415) 977-5528 for a printed version.
♦

SEPT 9

SAT

DPS

O: Charleston Peak (11,915’): Enjoy a trail hike up a DPS emblem peak via the South Loop trail, 18 mi, 4300’ gain.
Look for fossils as we approach Charleston and enjoy the bristlecone pines. Send e-sase or sase to Leader: Tina
Bowman. Co-Leader: Tom Bowman.
SEPT 30
SAT
DPS
O: Telescope Pk (11,048’): Join us for a dayhike on trail of a DPS emblem peak in Death Valley NP, 14 mi, 3200’
gain. Explore the Wildrose charcoal kilns. Send e-sase or sase to Leader: Tina Bowman. Co-Leader: Tom Bowman.
♦ OCT 7
SAT
DPS
O: Desert Peaks Section Monthly Meeting and Potluck/Party: The Desert Peaks Section will host a monthly
meeting and potluck at the home of Tom Sumner. Old and new members are encouraged to come. 6:00 PM.
Management Committee meeting at 4:30 (all members welcome). Tom Sumner, 14060 Bermax Ave., Sylmar, CA
91342 (Ph. 818-364-6628). Bring your favorite dish to share.
♦ OCT 13-14
FRI-SAT
DPS, WTC
M: Bridge Mtn (6,988’), Moapa Pk (6,471’): Join us on some excellent desert rock in Nevada. Comfort on Class 3
rock required. Restricted to SC members. All restricted trips now require everyone’s complete medical info for the
National Sierra Club. Send email w/ recent experience and conditioning, SC#, completed Medical Form to Leader:
Jeff Dhungana. Co-Leader: Doug Mantle.
♦

♦

OCT 21

SAT

DPS

I: Smith Mtn (5913') DPS List Finish: Join us to celebrate Brian Smith's 99-peak achievement on the first-ever
eponymous Desert Peaks Section list finish, in southern Death Valley. We'll climb the peak Saturday morning (2300'
gain, 5.5 miles r.t., 4+ hours) and follow with grand revelry at our campsite near Shoshone. Potluck dinner on
Saturday and breakfast Sunday morning. Long dirt road driving makes a high-clearance vehicle useful. Wellmannered K9's welcome. Send email (preferred) or call reservationist: Audrey Goodman (music2835@yahoo.com,
310-392-8730). Leaders: Scot Jamison, Gary Craig.
THE DESERT SAGE
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OCT 28-29
SAT-SUN
DPS
I: Waucoba Mountain (11,123’): High point of the Inyo Range near Big Pine. About 6 mi rt, 4000' gain. Day hike
the peak Sat. The hike will be in memory of Patty Rambert, who was to finish the DPS list on this peak. Sat. night
carcamp and potluck nearby honoring Patty. Send email or sase with phone #s, address, carpool info to Leader: Ron
Hudson. Assistants: Erik Siering, Edd Ruskowitz, Gary Schenk, Alex Amies.

♦

NOV 4
SAT
DPS
E/R: Weavers Needle (4553’): Enjoy a 4th class climb of a great peak near Phoenix,10 mi, 2300’ gain. Restricted to
SC members with appropriate rock climbing exp. Send e-sase or sase with SC#, rock exp., and conditioning to
Leader: Tina Bowman. Co-Leaders: Doug Mantle, Tom Bowman.

♦

NOV 4
SAT
DPS
O: Desert Peaks Section Monthly Meeting and Potluck/Party: Potluck dinner at 6:00 pm, bring a dish to
share. Management Committee Meeting earlier at 4:30 (all members welcome). November event at the home of
Dave and Elaine Baldwin, 3760 Ruthbar Dr., Hawthorne. RSVP to DWBaldwin@aol.com or 310-675-4120.

♦

NOV 11-12
SAT-SUN
DPS
I: Whipple Mtn (4130’), Big Maria Mtn (3381’): Join us for these two Class 1 peaks near the Arizona border.
On Saturday we will climb Whipple by route B (2700’ gain, 9 miles). 2WD can make it to the road head on this
route. After the climb we’ll start in the direction of Big Maria and find a camping spot for a great DPS potluck.
Sunday climb Big Maria – 2300’ gain and 4.5 miles if we do the 1.7 mile 4WD section, a little more gain and 7.9
miles if we stop at the end of the 2WD road. We’ll decide based on current road conditions and available vehicles.
Send SASE or email (preferred) to Leader: Dave Perkins. Co-Leader: Ann Perkins.

♦

NOV 18-19
SAT-SUN
DPS
I: Edgar Peak (7,162’), Mitchell Point (7,048’): These two peaks can be done in a very tough single day, but we’ll
take a more reasoned approach and climb one peak each day this weekend, with a great potluck dinner and camp on
Sat evening under starry skies. Both days will be full, with about 3000’ gained during 8 hour round trips each day
over rough terrain. Good conditioning required, but the roads (some dirt) are OK for any car. Opportunity to tour
Mitchell Caverns for those interested (fee). Send email or sase w/cond/exper to Leader: Gary Craig. Co-Leader: Sue
Holloway.

♦

NOV 18-19
SAT-SUN
DPS, Lower Peaks Committee
I: Careys Castle, Monument Mtn (4834'): Off-trail desert dayhikes in Joshua Tree National Park. Saturday,
adventurous 9 mi rt, 1400' gain to visit remote and renowned Careys Castle. Primitive carcamp and extremely nice
happy hour that evening. Sunday, 5 mi rt, 1600' gain to attain the highpoint of the Hexie Mountains. 4wd
helpful. Email/sase to Leader: Wayne Norman. Co-Leader: Erik Siering.

♦

♦

NOV 18-19

SAT-SUN

DPS, HPS, WTC

I: Villager Peak (5756’), Rabbit Peak #2 (6640’): Very strenuous cross country backpack to these Santa Rosa
Mountain peaks. Early Saturday start to Villager will be 7 miles, with nearly 5000' gain carrying all your water for
the weekend, ugh. The desert terrain is steep and rocky with abundant cholla. Saturday evening relax and enjoy a
traditional Sierra Club happy hour. Early Sunday start to Rabbit, return to camp, pack up and hike back to cars, 14
miles, 3000' gain, carrying much less water. Rain cancels. Send SASE (preferred) or 2 SASE, phone, recent
conditioning/experience to Leaders: Wayne Vollaire, Ron Campbell.
DEC 2
SAT
DPS
O: Desert Peaks Section Monthly Meeting and Potluck/Party: The Desert Peaks Section will host a monthly
meeting and potluck at the home of Ellen and Ron Grau. Old and new members are encouraged to come. 6:00 PM.
Management Committee meeting at 4:30 (all members welcome). Ellen and Ron Grau, 3700 Blue Gum Dr., Yorba
Linda, CA 92885 (Ph. 714-777-4644). Bring your favorite dish to share.

♦

♦

DEC 2-3

SAT-SUN

DPS, International Community

I: Indianhead (3960’+): Do a great introductory Desert Peak in Anza-Borrego Desert State Park: On and off trail,
through a palm canyon, up steep ridges, down steep gullies, 7 mile loop, 3000’ gain. Flowers should be a fine
bonus. Kids welcome (with parents). Campfire, convivial Happy Hour Sat night. Options for Sunday. Send email (or
2 sase) w/interests, experience, questions to Leader: Asher Waxman. Co-leader: Alex Amies.
(Continued next page)
THE DESERT SAGE
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♦

DEC 2-3

SAT-SUN

DPS

I: Nopah Range (6394’), Pahrump Point(5740’): We’ll climb Nopah on Saturday and Pahrump on Sunday. While
we may try a different route on Nopah, it will still be a long, fairly hard day. Pahrump (3400’ gain/8 mi RT) will be a
little easier. Join us for these climbs and enjoy a potluck on Saturday night. Send e-mail (preferred) or SASE to Sue
and include conditioning/experience and phone number. Leaders: Richard Carey, Sue Holloway.
♦

DEC 16-17

SAT-SUN

DPS

I: Cerro Pescadores (3543+’), Sombrero Peak (4229’): Journey across the border from Calexico Saturday morning
to climb Cerro Pescadores, much dirt road navigating, some 4WD, then 7 mi, 3100’ gain class 2 hiking. Return
stateside for carcamp and potluck in Anza-Borrego area. Sunday climb Sombrero, 1200’ gain, 10 mi. Send SASE or
email to leader with contact info, conditioning and rideshare info: Leader: Beth Epstein. Co-Leader: Asher Waxman.
♦

JAN 6

SAT

DPS

I: Pinto Mtn (3,983’): Climb this desert peak located in Joshua Tree National Park. The trip will be a day hike. The
class 2 route is from the southwest with 2,400’ gain and 9 mile rt. Participants should be in good condition. Send
SASE / email with experience and conditioning to leader. Leader: Alex Amies. Assistant: Jennie Thomas.
MAR 3
SAT
DPS
O: Desert Peaks Section Monthly Meeting and Potluck/Party: The Desert Peaks Section will host a monthly
meeting and potluck at the home of Barbee and Larry Tidball. Old and new members are encouraged to come. 6:00
PM. Management Committee meeting at 4:30 (all members welcome). Barbee and Larry Tidball, 3826 N. Weston Pl,
Long Beach, CA 90807-1556 (Ph. 562-424-1556). Bring your favorite dish to share.

♦

♦

APR 7

SAT

DPS

O: Desert Peaks Section Monthly Meeting and Potluck/Party: The Desert Peaks Section will host a monthly
meeting and potluck at the home of Mary McMannes. Old and new members are encouraged to come. 6:00 PM.
Management Committee meeting at 4:30 (all members welcome). Mary McMannes, 19545 Sherman Way, #98,
Reseda, CA 91335-3450 (Ph. 818-701-6513). Bring your favorite dish to share.
♦

MAY 6

SUN

DPS

O: Desert Peaks Section Annual Banquet: The Desert Peaks Section will host their BANQUET May 6th. THE
REEF, 880 S Harbor Scenic Dr. Long Beach, CA. Details to follow in the next schedule. For Information contact:
Frank Dobos, 602 Frontenac Ave., Los Angeles, CA, 90065-3954, frdobos@earthlink.net (ph. 323-221-8301).

CONSERVATION
From “America’s Wilderness”, the Wilderness Society newsletter, Summer 2006, p. 7:
“Two highly regarded wilderness areas in the Eastern Sierra near Yosemite National Park will be expanded by a total
of 40,000 acres if Congress passes a new bill (H.R. 5149) authored by Congressman Howard “Buck” McKeon (RCA). The bill also would add 24 miles of the Amargosa River near Death Valley National Park to the National Wild
and Scenic River System.” (Predominantly the Hoover Wilderness; also 640 acres would be added to the Emigrant
Wilderness).
Notable that a Republican Congressman is the author; also, the degree of cooperation that led to the bill (whose fate I
do not know). According to the newsletter, again: “An important member of the coalition that helped draft the
proposal is Mono County Supervisor Duane “Hap” Hazard, a former sergeant in the Mono County sheriff’s
department. “There were some challenging issues,” observes Hazard, “and my hat’s off to the snowmobilers, the offroad vehicle enthusiasts, the local conservation community, and others for working through their disagreements in a
civilized manner.”“ Local businesses have announced support for the bill.
The article goes on to note that Senators Boxer and Feinstein have introduced a Senate version, S. 2567, “which
recently had a successful hearing”. We hope for passage. And by the way: even if you are a desert rat and don’t
know nor care about the oceans – please, please find the series in the Los Angeles Times on the oceans (it ran from
Sunday July 30 through Thursday August 3). It is a must read. -Paul Cooley

THE DESERT SAGE
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MEMBERSHIP CHAIR / ACTIVITY REPORT, August 13, 2006
Activity Report

Membership Summary

Achievements

Type
Sustaining
Member
Household
Sustaining Sub
Subscriber
Extra

Current
29
148
25
3
39
5

Inactive
9
79
10
9
97

Totals:

249

204

Emblem
565 Michael Gosnell 11/13/2004 Signal Peak
Membership Renewals
Ryan B. Gilmore
Ret Moore
David Stepsay

1 year
2 years
1 year

OUTINGS CHAIR
My family and I just got back from a trip to the North Rim of the Grand Canyon. If you have never been there I
highly recommend going. Not only is it one of the seven wonders of the natural world, it is a well kept secret and has
views of our peaks all along the way.
It was amazing! As we drove to our destination and from a distance at the top of the ridge, we could see: Humphreys,
Clark, Virgin, Moapa, Old Dad, North Guardian, South Guardian, and even Navaho!
The colors and silence of the place is magical. Ron drove to Point Sublime, a four wheel drive road which takes you
through fern covered forests like that of Oregon, Ponderosa Pine forests, meadows and then desert sage brush and
cactus. The North Rim has all the climate zones of our desert peaks – only here you are looking DOWN on the mountain you could climb. Makes you scratch your head thinking the world is up-side-down.
We have some great trips listed in our Outings for this year: Edgar/Mitchell, Villager/Rabbit, Indianhead, Nopah/
Pahrump, Cerro Pescadores/Sombrero, Pinto, Telescope, Bridge/Moapa, Waucoba, Weavers Needle, and Whipple/
Big Maria. Check them out, join one of them, and enjoy the views along the way!
Kindest regards to all,
Ellen Grau

SUBSCRIPTION REMINDER
If you haven’t already done so, please consider renewing your Sage subscription. Dues are $10 per year and multiple
year subscriptions are encouraged. If you feel even more compelled, the DPS offers a “sustaining” dues option ($20)
which delivers your Sage via first class mail. Send your check made payable to “Desert Peaks Section” to :

Ron Grau, 3700 Blue Gum Drive, Yorba Linda, CA, 92886
Include accurate address information. For your convenience, you may choose to use the order form on page 14.

COVER PHOTO: Chuckwalla Mtn. Photo by Bob Hoeven.

THE DESERT SAGE
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Trip reports from scheduled DPS outings and private trips to
any peaks or areas of interest to
Sage recipients are welcomed and encouraged.
Please refer to the back cover for
CORRESPONDENCE submission details.
Next submission deadline is OCTOBER 14, 2006.

We drove a fair distance to our luxurious
accommodations, courtesy Deep Springs College, for the
evening. Everyone loved it. Places like that and the
memories they inspire are vanishing at a rapid pace in
the west. George Denny built a warm fire in the naturally
occuring granite fire pit where we gathered around on
upright bristlecone logs and hand-hewn pine benches
drinking the wine for the evening: syrrah! For dinner,
there were delicious home-made Asian chicken and pasta
salads, chips and salsa made from fresh tomatoes,
onions, peppers and cilantro. When the sun went down,
folks retired to their abodes and through dusty windows
watched the peaceful starry night and near full-moon.

IRON MTN, SAGE HEN PEAK,
and WHITE MOUNTAIN PEAK
August 5-6, 2006
By Wynne Benti

T

hough our group was small in number, it was BIG
in chapter geographic representation, from Reno in
the Toiyabe Chapter to Torrance in the Angeles.
We met at Schulman Grove early Saturday morning with
two dogs on the trip, Rosy and big Jambo (“Hi” in
Swahili). Using a variation on Andy Zdon’s “Desert
Summits,” we drove north to Crooked Creek, then east
on the Crooked Creek Road approximately 6.6 miles to a
parking area within view of both peaks.

The next morning, we were up at dawn light but the sun
wasn’t visible until 7:00am. By 7:15 we were on the road
and fell into a line of cars that eventually carried over
500 people to the open house at Barcroft Lab that day,
according to a friend working the event. By 9:05 we
were on the trail and all made the summit of White
Mountain at varying paces. While some of the group
stayed to visit the lab, I returned to Bishop via Silver
Canyon where I saw about a dozen desert bighorn, the
second time I’ve seen them there in the past week. All in
all, a lovely trip.

Both of the trip co-leaders cancelled so George Denny
was kind enough to assist. We walked across the sage
plateau spattered with red volcanic rock to the top of
Iron, a notable, reddish talus-covered plug-like peak with
views of Deep Springs and Fish Lake Valley and endless
miles and miles of classic Great Basin landscape.
Everyone signed the register placed in 1979 by Barbara
Lilley and Gordon MacCleod, then clambored down the
clanking talus stones. We walked back across that wide
open plateau beneath the big sky to Sage Hen, and back
down to the cars.

Luxurious camp accommodations Saturday night.
Credit: Wynne Benti.

THE DESERT SAGE

Catherine Whittington and George Denny on the trail to White Mountain Peak.
Credit: Wynne Benti.

8

September/October 2006

DPS Banquet Photos
May 3, 2006
By Ann Perkins

Dave & Ann Perkins at the registration table.

Ron Bartell, Patty Rambert, and speaker Tom Jones.

DPS members with cactus (L-R): Barbee Tidball, Sherry Harsh, Rich Gnagy,
Elaine Baldwin, Julie Rush, Jack Wickel.

Ellen Grau with DPS merchandise.

Mary McMannes and Frank Dobos.

Brian Smith and Audrey Goodman.

THE DESERT SAGE
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Moapa Peak Threatened By Communications Tower
From Jane Feldman SC SNG:
Subject: Moapa Peak Threatened by Mesquite Communications Tower
The Bureau of Land Management, Las Vegas Field Office, released the Environmental Assessment, for the Mesquite
Communications Tower, for public comment. The proposed 2,000 foot communications (FM radio) tower would be
located at the base of Moapa Peak, Mormon Mountain range. (Exit 100 off I-15 to the Jack’s Pocket Road, 8 miles N)
This area is just outside the Mormon Mountain Wilderness in the heart of designated "Area of Critical Environmental
Concern" for the Desert Tortoise. This is the staging area for the popular climb to Moapa Peak. There is a well used
primitive camping area, to access the area for recreation, such as hunting, bird watching, scenic views of the expanse
of Mormon Mesa to Lake Mead and wildlife viewing such as the Desert Big Horn Sheep. It is important that Juan
Palma, Las Vegas Field Office Manager, hears from all those that value this area for recreation.
* This project is incompatible with 1998 Resource Management Plan.
* Rights of Way Management
* Communications Tower Site Management
* Visual Resource Management
* Area of Critical Environmental Concern Management
* Special Species Status (desert tortoise, big horn sheep and others)
* The visual resources of the area will be irreparably damaged.
* A loss of enjoyable access to the southern portion of the Mormon Mountain range.
* Recommend a no action for the Record of Decision or at the least a comprehensive Environmental Impact Statement.
Comments should be in writing and referred to the Field Manager, BLM Las Vegas Field Office, 4701 N. Torey Pines
Drive, Las Vegas NV, 89130. Questions should be referred to Marilyn Sowa, Realty Specialist, at 702.515.5122.
Comments may be faxed to Marilyn Sowa at 702.515.5010. Contact Nancy Hall, at birdladynv@yahoo.com or
702.277.3337 for more information on comments.
———————————————————————————————————————————————
1250-ft. The Empire State Building
1451-ft. The Sears Tower
1,731.9-ft. What was once the world’s tallest building, the World Trade Center (WTC)
2000-ft. The Mesquite Tower, right next to MOAPA Peak and the Mormon Mountains Wilderness
1. The Mesquite Communications Tower as proposed in complete conflict with the 1998 Resource Management Plan
on Rights of Way Management, Visual Resource Management, ACEC management, and management of Special
Species Status. It is completely incompatible with the broad BLM resource management goals for appropriate
stewardship of the public lands.
2. The gigantic, 2000-foot tower, taller than the WTC, will be a visual affront for miles. There is always concern
about the electromagnetic radiation such a tower will emit but studies conducted on towers that size are few in
number.
3. The Mesquite Communications Tower, taller than the WTC, will destroy the basic natural qualities of the Mormon
Mountains Wilderness area forever.
4. The Mesquite Communications Tower will be located within critical desert tortoise habitat, putting an improved
right-of-way for approximately 12 miles through this habitat: this threatened species deserves more protective care.
6. Active military flights are conducted in the area, causing many safety concerns with such a huge tower.
The EA does not consider alternate project locations or newer technologies to accomplish essential communications
goals. Therefore, as a business owner and one concerned about the environment, we recommend a no action decision
for the Record of Decision. At the minimum, the BLM should prepare a full Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
for a construction project of such major size, scope, and impact.
Information provided by Wynne Benti. Area map on page 14.

THE DESERT SAGE
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California are either afraid of it or they love it, and if
they love it they are brought back by an irresistible
fascination time and again.”
It took Mackintosh almost a year to assemble enough
equipment and money to start his first trek—a 3,000mile, 500 day 1983-1985 ambulation of the Baja
coastline. He became so intrigued with the peninsula
during his seminal trip that twelve years later, in 1997,
after moving to San Diego, getting married, and playing
a small role in James Cameron’s movie, Titanic, he
decided to commemorate the 300th anniversary of the
founding of the first permanent mission in California by
taking a six-month, thousand-mile trek, with a burro,
from Tecate to Loreto, the site of that first mission.

BurtFalk@aol.com

BOOK REVIEWS
BAJA ADVENTURES WITH
GRAHAM MACKINTOSH

With a touch of humor, a tad of self-deprecation and a
smattering of pop religion, Mackintosh recounts his
adventures in the following books:

INTO A DESERT PLACE (1988)

Into a Desert Place (1988)

JOURNEY WITH A BAJA BURRO (2001)

Mackintosh divided his first Baja trek into four legs,
i.e., San Felipe to Bahia de Los Angeles on the east
coast; Ensenada (he skipped the stretch from Tijuana to
Ensenada because it was “too developed—tourists,
towns, a four-lane highway”) to Laguna San Ignacio on
the west coast; Bahia de Los Angeles to Cabo San
Lucas, again on the east coast; and finally Laguna San
Ignacio to Cabo San Lucas, the end of the peninsula and,
fittingly, the end of his journey. Between each leg,
Mackintosh would return to stay with friends in Los
Angeles, where he attempted to raise funds by selling
articles to a number of publications.

G

raham Mackintosh grew up in London, England,
studied sociology at Leeds University, and, at the
age of 31, while teaching a course for
unemployed young people at West Kent College,
Tonbridge, decided to take a 3,000 mile walk around the
coast of Baja California.
Mackintosh’s obsession for adventure, however, began
well before April 1983, when he began his epic hike.
Indeed, he confesses to have “never been particularly
good at anything except catering to my own comfort and
safety,” on one hand, while revealing that he had become
addicted to true-life adventure stories, on the other.
“There I was at twenty-eight, rapidly becoming the
ultimate armchair-adventurer, and I hadn’t even ventured
beyond the shores of the British Isles.”

Because Mackintosh was a greenhorn when he began
his hike on April 25, 1983, he devotes quite a few pages
in relating how he eventually became inured to the rigors
of his adventure. Indeed, over 60% of Into a Desert
Place describes the first phase of his trek, between San
Felipe and Bahia de Los Angeles, as he struggles with
loneliness, fear, despair, thirst, hunger, blisters, sun burn,
lack of money, rotting clothing, worn boots,
temperatures reaching 115 degrees, quicksand, cactus
thorns, snakes, spiders, scorpions, ants, gnats, etc. In
comparison, he takes only 32 pages (a mere 10% of the
text) to describe the last phase of his adventure from
Laguna San Ignacio to Cabo San Lucas. A seasoned
veteran by the time he finished, Mackintosh had come a
long way literally and figuratively.

After two of his best friends moved to Los Angeles,
Mackintosh resolved to get off his duff and visit them
there. And once he was in Southern California, realizing
that Ensenada, which he’d read about in a book by an
English couple who had rowed from San Francisco to
Australia, was just a few hours away, he decided to jump
on a bus and spend a day there as well.
Well, he liked what he saw. “Although unable to
speak a word of Spanish I, nevertheless, paced that town
as moved as a Moslem in Mecca.”
With his
“adventurism running amuck,” he then hitch-hiked his
way south to explore the rest of the peninsula, and while
doing so he became hooked on the desolate, unspoiled
wilderness. He quotes Erle Stanley Gardner, another
Baja aficionado, to describe his feeling: “It is impossible
to account for the charm of this country or its fascination
but those who are familiar with the land of Baja
THE DESERT SAGE

To be fair, the first leg of his trip was difficult (rugged
mountains falling steeply into the sea, forcing him to
climb over them), lonely (he went days without seeing
another person), and dry (he had to distill sea water).
Even so, Mackintosh found his surroundings beautiful:
“Over the water and along the cliffs, pelicans and other
sea birds performed their graceful acrobatics. Dolphins
appeared as black dots bouncing on the horizon. Closer
in, all kinds of fish were splashing free from the slick
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water, and right off the rocks their big fat cousins were
contentedly gliding through the sun dappled underwater
canyons.”

For his last segment, Laguna San Ignacio to Cabo San
Lucas, Mackintosh decided he needed an assistant.
Although still determined to walk around Baja, he never
“said anything about carrying my own pack,” and so,
shortly thereafter, we are introduced to Bonnie, a liceridden burro which he purchased for $30.

Mackintosh started the second leg of his journey—
Ensenada to Laguna San Ignacio with a companion, Ray,
whom, because of blisters, lasted only eight days.
Continuing down the coastline alone, Mackintosh was
fortunate to find several beach camps set up by
American vacationers and Mexican fishermen, most of
the inhabitants of which were generous with food, drink
and helpful information. One of the more interesting
aspects of this segment involved that section of
coastline, between Scammon’s Lagoon and Malarrimo,
which hooks sharply out into the Pacific, cutting straight
across the Japanese Current. “There was a good chance
that anything cast adrift in the northern Pacific would
end up on that beach,” the author notes. And, indeed,
among the piles of debris, Mackintosh found partially
full bottles of assorted liquors, cans of beer and soda,
antibiotic tablets, two phials of nerve gas antidote,
shampoo, sunscreen, contraceptives, spray cans of
pasteurized cheese, etc., etc., and a few bottles
containing messages to which he later responded. One
morning he made his breakfast “with a can of beer, a
swig of Bacardi, a hefty swallow of Martini and a shot of
brandy. Best start of the day for a long time.”

Although this last stretch was to be relatively flat, there
were other obstacles such as the “hundred-mile-long,
mangrove fringed, steamy expanse of Magdalena Bay,
and miles of empty beach north and south of the bay”
where the soft sand would make the going difficult.
Even so, just a few days after New Years 1985,
Mackintosh and his burro, now affectionately called
“Bon,” found themselves on the outskirts of Cabo San
Lucas,
As he nears his journey’s end, the adventurer reflects
back, recalling the first mile as he walked out of San
Felipe, “alone and frightened…in the face of a burning
vastness that seemed to be mocking each pathetic little
step along the sand. I had carried on because I felt that I
was answering the call of something much bigger than
my fear. And here I was. In an hour or two the end
would be in sight. Then I would have the rest of my life
to try to figure out what it was all about”.
Journey with a Baja Burro (2001)

Mackintosh thought that the third segment of his trek,
from Bahia de Los Angeles to Cabo San Lucas, “was
probably going to be the toughest, most dangerous and
most demanding stretch.” But after hitch-hiking to the
Bahia in the early spring of 1984 he began to reconsider.
“It was good to get back to the tranquil waters of the
Gulf, and the familiar routines of wading waist-deep and
waiting for the high tides to fall. After the mists and
greenery and thunderous rolling white of the Pacific
cloud and surf, the Gulf gives an overwhelming
impression of calm, crystal clear, sterile, pink and purple
and blue upon blue. In the still evening light, the islands
have a pastel beauty
beyond description.”

Twelve years after hiking the Baja coastline,
Mackintosh, in commemoration of the 300th anniversary
of the founding of the first Spanish mission in Loreto,
decided to hike south from the California border, visiting
the missions and the sites of former missions along El
Camino Real. Since his first long trek, however,
Mackintosh had also become married to Bonni, the
mother of two young children, and, as you might expect,
taking off for a six-month hike, leaving his wife and
family behind, created a bit of a situation. More about
that later.
Mackintosh began the second long adventure on
October 14, 1997, in the border city of Tecate, abutting
3,887’ Mt. Tecate, the image of which decorates the cans
of Tecate beer (the brewers of which were one of his
sponsors). His traveling companion to be was a burro,
Misión, to whom he would become dearly attached as
the days and weeks wore on.

Mackintosh picks up
the pace of his narrative
considerably at this
point, often skipping
several days at a time,
commenting only on the
more
unusual
occurrences, such as
being bitten by a
scorpion, dining on a
huge rattlesnake which
he had dispatched by
stoning and having a
close encounter with a
rabid burro.
THE DESERT SAGE

Journey With a Baja Burro is an fascinating tale,
especially if the reader is interested in the Baja Peninsula
all the way down to Loreto. Since many readers of the
Desert Sage might not be, I’ll comment mainly on
Mackintosh’s experiences in the mountains of northern
Baja.
A few days after he started off, while hiking down the
road between La Rumorosa and Laguna Hanson (near
where the climb of Pico Risco begins), Mackintosh
observes, “We were in the heart of the Sierra Juarez—a
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September/October 2006

ruins of Mission San
Pedro Mártir, via a
route that is somewhat
difficult to follow as
much of it was crosscountry, through a
remote area with few
place names.
His
troubles are intensified
due to a spate of rainy
weather and a visit
from Bonni, who, after
driving down from San
Diego just before he
enters the mountains,
informs him that she is
ready to give up on
their marriage.

rolling plateau of forest and meadow punctured by
bouldery granitic peaks. The climb from the west had
been deceptively gentle, whereas a few miles to the east
the plateau dropped precipitously through dramatic
canyons and ridges thousands of feet to the desert floor.”
The first mission (actually the site thereof) he
encountered was that of Santa Catarina, established in
the Santa Matías Pass area in 1797 by the Dominican
Brothers—the order which took over the management of
the chain of missions after a five-year (1773-78)
interlude of Franciscan oversight, a period that itself was
preceded by that of the Jesuits, the order which had first
founded the missions way back in 1697.
Mackintosh notes that the Santa Matías Pass area had
become “the crossroads of the drug trade,” as it was
located “between the high Sierra Juarez and the even
higher San Pedro Mártir” (the home of El Picacho del
Diablo).

FYI, Mission San Pedro Mártir de Verona was built
first in April 1794, within the current boundaries of the
San Pedro Mártir National Park—perhaps in the high
meadow, La Grulla. Because of “frost and annoyances,”
however, it was “shortly thereafter moved to a better site
at 5,500 feet in a little pine-and-granite fringed
valley…,” just south of the present park boundary. In
spite of this beneficial relocation, by 1801 only ninetyfour Indians lived at the site.

“Nearly all the isolated dirt roads of the region have
been conduits for transporting illegal drugs to the
border…”
“Some of the impoverished Indian families (living
there), typically tightly knit and closed to outsiders, have
been recruited to facilitate transportation, clear runways,
or grow drugs on their land.
“Those that refuse to cooperate or try to protest are
likely to be harassed or even killed by the drug barons
and their local police protectors.

Mackintosh continues, “Mission San Pedro Mártir was
pretty much abandoned by 1806. The Dominican padres
found their preachings and whippings had little effect in
encouraging the fiercely independent, mountain-bred
Indians, who were long used to their own seasonal
migrations, to settle to a life of forced labor. Aided by
the region’s abundant water, the Indians were, in the
words of one of the padres, ‘unmanageable and
continually deserting.’”

One rancher told Mackintosh that although the
Mexican army was active in the area, “Sometimes (they)
put up roadblocks and check everyone going in and out
(Indeed, this has happened to the reviewer on several
occasions). They may even try to steal from you.”
Mackintosh then continues west and south through
San Vicente, Colonet and Calamu, and while doing so he
muses on the deeds of one William Walker, an
American who in December 1853, along with a band of
“mostly young Kentuckians and Tennesseans imbued
with southern ideas and spoiling for a scrap,” landed in
La Paz, and, in an action known as a filibuster, seized
the governor of Lower California, announcing that “The
Republic of Lower California is hereby declared free,
sovereign and independent, and all allegiance to the
Republic of Mexico is forever renounced.”
A few
months later, in March 1854, Walker and his men
marched east through Santa Matías Pass, bound for
Sonora, which had actually been their original objective.
The expedition—and the Republic of Lower
California—proceeded to die on the banks of the
Colorado River, when, after a difficult crossing, most of
Walker’s men abandoned him and headed north to
surrender themselves to the U.S. forces at Fort Yuma.

With a strong emphasis on the history of the peninsula,
the balance of Journey with a Baja Burro is definitely
worth the read.
At the end of his journey, in Loreto, after Mackintosh
bids a fond adios to his faithful traveling companion,
Misión, the reader is left wondering whom he truly loved
more, his burro or Bonni.
ODDS & ENDS
From a mutual acquaintance I
discovered that Graham and Bonni are still married, and
that he is currently researching and writing a book on
California’s Channel Islands. In addition, Mackintosh
has recently published yet another book on Baja, Nearer
My Dog to Thee: A Summer in Baja’s Sky Island
(2003), relating his adventures during one summer in the
San Pedro Mártir N.P. area. I have ordered a copy this
volume and plan to review it in the near future.

Next, Mackintosh unsuccessfully attempts to locate the
THE DESERT SAGE
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Moapa Peak area map provided by Wynne Benti.
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