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Route 66 Exploratory

CHAIR’S CORNER
by Ellen Grau

I’d like to thank everyone for putting up with me this
year. I’ve really enjoyed being a part of the Desert Peaks
Section. I have to say hiking up the peaks is one of the
most fun things I’ve ever done in my life!

News from the Chair,

Have fun out there!
Well the season is winding down and so is the list of “to Ellen
dos” before I bid goodbye to my chair. I hope the new
meeting format was a success. We’ve tried to implement
ways to increase membership and awareness in the
section. The meeting / potlucks have brought out some
old members and a couple of new ones. They have also
generated some trips. Hopefully the contagion will
continue and next year’s schedule will host lots of trips
for our members. I’d like the leaders to consider getting As the DPS hiking year draws to a close, I am happy to
in touch with Dave Baldwin. I know this seems have served as your outings chair. I want to thank the
premature, but it would really be nice if we ended the other members of the board who have helped to make this
season, with a whole new schedule for the next season.
a successful year for the DPS.

Outings Chair

Now as to the Banquet, no one can accuse us of dropping
the ball on that one. I’m sure a few of you out there were
thinking it was a political year and the Banquet was
running for office because we had so much publicity. I
guess I’m to blame – I think it is going to be a great show
and I want everyone to come see it!

How do you like the new social meeting format? I'd like
to hear from you. I also especially want to thank the
dedicated leaders who have led trips for the DPS this
year. Without our leaders there would be no outings, and
without outings there would be no DPS.

Thanks to those of you who have taken the time to
Our editor, Bob Sumner has done a great job this year comply with the new Club first aid policy. I look forward
keeping us informed. His SAGE issues have been great, to another great year with the DPS. Happy hiking!
and we all owe him a debt of gratitude. Another huge
thank you goes out to all the leaders. Our section is only -Dave Baldwin
as good as our trips and the write-ups. Without those, we
don’t have a Desert Peaks Section do we?
If anyone has some peak pictures for the SAGE cover
please send them to Bob. A big thank you in advance for
those who send them. Also, trip write ups. These don’t
have to be DPS trips, if you’ve had an interesting hiking
trip, share it with us!
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TRIPS / EVENTS
MAY THROUGH NOVEMBER 2006
MAY 3
MAY 13
MAY 13-14
MAY 20-21
JUL 22
AUG 5-6
SEP 9
SEP 30
OCT 13-14
OCT 28-29
NOV 4
NOV 11-12

WED
SAT
SAT-SUN
SAT-SUN
SAT
SAT-SUN
SAT
SAT
FRI-SAT
SAT-SUN
SAT
SAT-SUN

DPS
LTC, WTC
LTC, WTC, DPS
LTC, SPS, DPS, SMS
DPS, WTC
DPS
DPS
DPS
DPS, WTC
DPS, WTC
DPS
DPS

Desert Peaks Section Annual Banquet
Mt Lowe Beginning Navigation Clinic
Places We’ve Saved Nav Noodle in the Mojave Nat Preserve
Sierra Snow Checkoff/Practice
Charleston Peak, Mummy Mtn
Iron Mountain, Sage Hen Peak, White Mountain Peak
Charleston Peak
Telescope Peak
Bridge Mountain, Moapa Peak
Waucoba Mountain List Finish
Weavers Needle
Whipple Mountain, Big Maria Mountain

All participants on Sierra Club outings are required to sign a standard liability waiver.
If you would like to read the Liability Waiver before you choose to participate, please go to:
http://www.sierraclub.org/outings/chapter/forms/
or contact the Outings Department at (415) 977-5528 for a printed version.
MAY 3
WED
DPS
O: Annual Banquet: The Desert Peaks Section will host their annual banquet featuring Utah’s canyons with
Speaker Tom Jones, Canyoneer and Photographer: "Beyond the Angels: Secret Canyons of Zion and Beyond." The
Reef, 880 S Harbor Scenic Dr, Long Beach, CA. No host bar at 5:30 pm, and Dinner at 7 pm. For Information
contact: Ann Perkins, 19050 Kilfinan Place, Northridge, CA 91326 (phone 818-366-7578).
♦ MAY 13
SAT
LTC, WTC
I: Mt Lowe (5603') Beginning Navigation Clinic: 4 mi, 500' gain. Spend the day one-on-one with an instructor,
learning/practicing map and compass. Beginners to rusty old timers welcome. Not a check-off. Many expert leaders
will attend; many I-rated leaders started here in the past. Send sase, $25 deposit, (Sierra Club--refunded at trailhead),
H&W phones to Leader: Diane Dunbar. Co-Leader: Richard Boardman.
♦ MAY 13-14
SAT-SUN
LTC, WTC, DPS
I: Places We’ve Saved Navigation Noodle in the Mojave National Preserve: Join us for our annual journey
through this jewel of the Mojave, now preserved under the California Desert Protection Act as a result of the efforts
of Sierra Club activists and others. An intermediate x-c navigation dayhike workshop will be conducted out of a
carcamp in the pinyon and juniper forests of the Mid Hills. Potluck and social on Sat, also for those arriving early on
Fri. Send sase/email to Leader: Virgil Shields. Assistant: Harry Freimanis.
♦ MAY 20-21
SAT-SUN
LTC, SPS, DPS, SMS
M/E: Sierra Snow Checkoff/Practice: For M&E candidates wanting to check off leadership ratings or others who
wish to practice new techniques. Restricted to SC members with some prior basic training with the ice axe. Send
SC#, climbing resume, 2 sase or email, H&W phones to Leader: Nile Sorensen. Co-Leader: Doug Mantle.
♦

JUL 22
SAT
DPS, WTC
I: Charleston Pk (11,915’), Mummy Mtn (11,528’): ...our second annual. A mere 45 minutes from the Las Vegas
Strip awaits an alpine forest offering a wealth of Aspens, gnarled Bristlecone pines and enormous ridge top views.
This truly is one of the most beautiful hikes you’ll ever do. We’ll head up the South Loop Trail and down via the
North Loop, picking up Mummy Mtn. off trail on the way down encompassing 19 miles and 4600’ gain. This will be
a long, strenuous day. Camp Fri. and/or Sat. nights and Sunday’s all yours to explore, gamble or beat the crowd back
to L.A. Send 2 sase or email (preferred), conditioning, experience, H&W phones and rideshare info to Leader: Wayne
Vollaire (avollaire@adelphia.net). Assistant: Edd Ruskowitz.

♦

♦

AUG 5-6

SAT-SUN

DPS

I: Iron Mtn (9,530'), Sage Hen Peak (9,520') and White Mountain Peak (14,256'): Sat walk 10 miles, 1700' gain
across the high-country to Iron and Sage Hen (4WD). Potluck/campfire Sat night at 10,000'. Sun hike to the highest
THE DESERT SAGE
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point within the proposed White Mountain Wilderness, 11 miles, 2800 feet gain round-trip to summit (2WD ok).
Learn about wilderness designation and visit the White Mountain High-Altitude Research Station. Well-behaved K9s
w/poop bags welcome! SASE with 4-wheel drive info to Leader: Wynne Benti.
SEPT 9
SAT
DPS
O: Charleston Peak (11,915’): Enjoy a trail hike up a DPS emblem peak via the South Loop trail, 18 mi, 4300’ gain.
Look for fossils as we approach Charleston and enjoy the bristlecone pines. Send e-sase or sase to Leader: Tina
Bowman. Co-Leader: Tom Bowman.

♦

SEPT 30
SAT
DPS
O: Telescope Pk (11,048’): Join us for a dayhike on trail of a DPS emblem peak in Death Valley NP, 14 mi, 3200’
gain. Explore the Wildrose charcoal kilns. Send e-sase or sase to Leader: Tina Bowman. Co-Leader: Tom Bowman.
♦

♦

OCT 13-14

FRI-SAT

DPS, WTC

M: Bridge Mtn (6,988’), Moapa Pk (6,471’): Join us on some excellent desert rock in Nevada. Comfort on Class 3
rock required. Restricted to SC members. All restricted trips now require everyone’s complete medical info for the
National Sierra Club. Send email w/ recent experience and conditioning, SC#, completed Medical Form to Leader:
Jeff Dhungana. Co-Leader: Doug Mantle.
OCT 28-29
SAT-SUN
DPS, WTC
I: Waucoba Mountain (11,123’) List Finish: High point of the Inyo Range near Big Pine. About 6 mi rt, 4000'
gain. Day hike the peak Sat. with Patty Rambert for her 99th DPS peak as she finishes the list! Traditional honors for
her on the summit. Sat. night carcamp nearby for big potluck party and celebration. Send email or sase with phone #s,
address, carpool info to Patty. Leader: Ron Hudson. Assistants: Erik Siering, Edd Ruskowitz, Gary Schenk, Alex
Amies, Patty Rambert.
♦

♦

NOV 4

SAT

DPS

E/R: Weavers Needle (4553’): Enjoy a 4th class climb of a great peak near Phoenix,10 mi, 2300’ gain. Restricted to
SC members with appropriate rock climbing exp. Send e-sase or sase with SC#, rock exp., and conditioning to
Leader: Tina Bowman. Co-Leaders: Doug Mantle, Tom Bowman.
NOV 11-12
SAT-SUN
DPS
I: Whipple Mtn (4130’), Big Maria Mtn (3381’): Join us for these two Class 1 peaks near the Arizona border.
On Saturday we will climb Whipple by route B (2700’ gain, 9 miles). 2WD can make it to the road head on this
route. After the climb we’ll start in the direction of Big Maria and find a camping spot for a great DPS potluck.
Sunday climb Big Maria – 2300’ gain and 4.5 miles if we do the 1.7 mile 4WD section, a little more gain and 7.9
miles if we stop at the end of the 2WD road. We’ll decide based on current road conditions and available vehicles.
Send SASE or email (preferred) to Leader: Dave Perkins. Co-Leader: Ann Perkins.

♦

CONSERVATION
‘Tis the season… Awaken at dawn to the song of a Black-throated Sparrow, the chirps of Gambel’s Quail, the
“rickrickrick” rolling call of a Cactus Wren. Breathe the cool clear air of a California desert morning in early spring.
Death Valley and Joshua Tree National Parks; Mojave National Preserve; Anza-Borrego Desert State Park. Kingston,
Clark, Avawatz, Providence, Sheep Hole Mountains; Granite Mountains (any of three such); Old Woman, Old Dad;
and of course the litany of desert railroad stops: Baghdad, Amboy, Cadiz, Danby, Essex, Fenner, Goffs, Homer, Ibis,
Java … in order of appearance, west to east.
I don’t know about you; if I start looking at maps and naming names, I start to miss them and want to go … now!
If you feel like supporting your favorite park – and the parks need it now, more than ever, in case you had not noticed
– please consider joining one of the groups doing great local support. Below are three. -Paul Cooley
California State Parks Foundation – calparks.org; 800 College Ave, PO Box 548, Kentfield, CA 94914 (support for
all the California State Parks)
Death Valley Natural History Association – deathvalleydays.com/dvnha; PO Box 188, Death Valley, CA 92328
(home site sponsored by U. S. Borax Inc.)
Joshua Tree National Park Association – joshuatree.org; 74485 National Park Drive, 29 Palms, CA 92277
THE DESERT SAGE
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The Desert Peaks Section, Complete History and Lore
The Desert Peaks Section, Complete History and Lore, or all you ever wanted to know about all the old timers, will
be unveiled and available for purchase on CD-ROM at the banquet. This unique item will answer every question you
should have asked about the history of the DPS, and some you will wish you hadn’t.
This long awaited labor of love by Charlie Knapke will be presented at the Merchandise Table at this year’s banquet.
If you have ever wanted to browse through the early years of the Desert Peaks Section and read the stories of the trips
from the 40’s and the 50’s continuing on up to the present, this is the item for you!
This item makes a great gift for the ardent climber or the simply curious.
Drop by the Merchandising Table at the banquet to sample the contents.
If you are not going to the banquet this year (hmmmmm!) then send a check for $30 to the DPS Treasurer to get your
copy tax and postage paid!

DESERT PEAKS GUIDE, 5TH EDITION
PEAKS GUIDE FIFTH ADDITION NOW AVAILABLE.
Hot off the press is the latest edition of the Desert Peaks Guide. It is available in either
printed or CD version, postage and sales tax paid for $30.
Included are Bridge Mountain and Muddy Peak, both in Nevada, the newer additions to
the Peaks List.
To order, send check for $30 to:
DPS Treasurer
P.O. Box 90043
Pasadena, CA 91001.
Be sure to include your address and say whether you want the printed version or the CDROM version.

A Remembrance
I was very moved to hear of the death of Ernie Spiehler in the March Sage. Not only was he a sweet man with no
apparent mean bone in his body, but he has a very personal tie-in to my nearly life-long love affair with the DPS.
My very first DPS trip, to Chuckwalla and Big Maria, was in December of 1964. (Led by G. MacLeod – I can still
remember his big boaty Chrysler out there on the desert pavement.) I was a carless student at Pomona College, and
somehow I lined up a ride with Ernie, who I had never met. My parents ran me over to his apartment in Fullerton on
Friday afternoon.
At that time in my impressionable youth, I had just discovered the symphonies of Gustav Mahler and their vast,
strange, fearful and enchanting (quite like the mountains) landscapes of the mind. Forty years ago, Mahler was an
obscure, almost cult-like interest. My first Mahler record was an Angel LP of his First Symphony (which I still have).
I had just bought this record. So what do I see on his coffee table but the very same record! Right then I felt a bond
begin to form.
And, a third of a century later, Ernie was there in 1997 on my list finish on Little Picacho. Here was one constant
faithful thread running the long length of my DPS odyssey…and now he has taken his last ramble, leading a route
that we all some day must follow, over the Great Divide. Frater, ave atque valle! (Brother, hail and farewell!)
Bob Michael
THE DESERT SAGE
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MEMBERSHIP CHAIR / ACTIVITY REPORT, April 1, 2006
Membership Summary
Type
Sustaining
Member
Household
Sustaining Sub
Subscriber
Extra

Current
27
141
27
2
37
5

Inactive
9
85
10
10
99

Totals:

239

213

Activity Report
Achievements
Emblem
562 Patty Rambert 5/3/03 Mt Inyo
563 Ron Eckelmann 10/18/03 Montgomery Pk
List Finish #6
1
Doug Mantle

9/17/05 Glass Mtn

Address Changes
Jeffery W. Koepke
61 Rockport
Irvine, CA 92602
(714) - 832-2980
Garnet Roehm
1863 Cathan Lane
Vista, CA 92084
Membership Renewals
Mark Adrian
Eric & Lori Beck
Gary Bowen
Dave Boyle
Bill Bradley
Winnette Butler
Jim & Susan Conley
Susan Cooper/Jim Long
Cindy Couty
Robert Emerick
Karen & Tom Ferguson
Jay Federking
Ronald Harton
Edward Herman
Ron Hudson

2 years
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
5 years
1 year
1 year
1 year
2 years
1 year
1 year
1 year

Darryl Kuhns
Edward Lubin
J. Owen Maloy
Igor Mamedalin
Gene Mauk
Mary McMannes
Robert Morrill
Terry Morse
Garnet Roehm
Erik Siering
Don Sparks
Walter Studhalter
George Toby
Jack Wickel

1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
2 years
1 year
1 year

Sustaining Renewals
John Gibba
Steven Gable (+donation)
Thomas Hill
Gary McNulty
Ann & Dave Perkins

1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
2 years

Sustaining Subscriber
Peter Yamagata

1 year

JOINT MEETING
STEVE SMITH PRESENTS ADOPT-A-CABIN PROGRAM AS DPS HOSTS 2006 JOINT MEETING
The Desert Peaks Section hosted this year’s joint meeting at the Griffith Park Ranger Station. About 50 people were
in attendance! Steve Smith gave a talk on the Adopt a Cabin program that began in the Ridgecrest area in 1989.
Since then, hundreds of volunteers have worked to stabilize and preserve 35 cabins in the northern Mojave Desert.
These cabins are located in various areas, including the Inyo Mountains, Panamint Mountains, Argus Range and El
Paso Mountains. These cabins are of varying ages with several dating back to the late 1890's. All of the cabins are
open for visitation and many are suitable for overnight use.
Several of the cabins are in extremely nice condition and located in very scenic settings. Steve’s slide presentation
showed the audience how each of the cabins can be accessed. Several require backpacking trips, and some require 4wd vehicles to reach them. Others can be easily accessed.
Steve coordinated this program for BLM from 1989 until he retired last December. He is still assisting with the
program as a BLM volunteer. The BLM Desert Advisory Council is interested in supporting the program and has
formed a review team to assist in continuing it.
Rich Abele, also one of the volunteers and leaders for this program attended the Joint Meeting. He explained how he
has helped raise awareness of this program. The cabins that he has helped fix up are in great locations and he hopes
members of the DPS and other sections will utilize them.
Steve’s show was a fascinating presentation. You can visit some of these cabins in conjunction with DPS peak
climbs, as their locations are in close proximity to many of our peaks.
DPS Management Committee

COVER PHOTO: Waucoba Mtn from the east. Photo by Bob Sumner.
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Trip reports from scheduled DPS outings and private trips to
any peaks or areas of interest to
Sage recipients are welcomed and encouraged.
Please refer to the back cover for
CORRESPONDENCE submission details.
Next submission deadline is JUNE 10, 2006.

closed dirt road to the original trailhead. From this point
we veered right and climbed Route B, as described in the
Peaks Guide, to the summit. The hiking directions in the
Guide are accurate, and the terrain is generally
interesting and fun. When the peak itself finally comes
into view, a noticeable vertical drop must first be
overcome to a saddle between you and the peak. Then,
as you move generally toward the left (east) side of the
peak, one has the option of making the final push along
the left (eastern) or right (northeastern) side of the peak.
We moved to the left and encountered some steep slabby
sections before reaching the top. I think it is generally
easier to get to the top via the right-hand side of the
eastern slope; this was our descent route and caused no
problems on the way down.

SPECTRE POINT, QUAIL MTN
December 10-11, 2005
By Gary Craig

S

pectre: the very word conjures foreboding images
of evil and despair. Nevertheless, mention this
word to most DPS folks and the response is
something like, “Cool. When can I sign up?”
Spectre Point is the high point of the remote Coxcomb
Range, in eastern Joshua Tree National Park. Sue
Holloway and I led a joint DPS/HPS outing to climb
Spectre and Quail Mountain (the Joshua Tree high point)
in December. We’ve run similar trips over the last
several years to foster some “cross-pollination” between
the two climbing sections, with varying degrees of
success. In addition to we two leaders, this year the
group consisted of Bob Hoeven, Anne Rolls, Gloria
Miladin, Chris Spisak, Don Cwik, Cliff Jones, Dave and
Elaine Baldwin, Ann and Dave Perkins, Gary Schenk,
and Mary Jo Dungfelder. We had some participants
climbing only one day or the other, and several climbing
both days.

We spent 45 minutes or so on top having lunch and
taking in the view. We had fun picking out many other
DPS peaks visible in the distance. More interesting to
me, at least, were the many peaks farther south along the
spine of the Coxcomb Range. This is a remote and no
doubt, seldom-visited area. Road access is difficult and
the terrain is challenging. It would not surprise me if
there are significant areas of the Coxcomb that have not
seen human presence in modern times, if ever.

The weather was excellent both days, with clear skies
and light winds. We met very early at the trailhead
adjacent to Route 62 for the long hike in to Spectre on
Saturday morning. It takes about 1:15 to walk the now-

Upon our noontime departure from Spectre’s summit, we
made the diversion described above at first but then
generally retraced our steps all the way back to the cars
via Route B. Our round-trip time was 9.5 hours, not bad
for a group of 11 summiteers.

Group starting up the first canyon on Spectre. Credit: Bob Hoeven.

Sue Holloway, Mary Jo Dungfelder, Jerry Schenk
& Anne Rolls on Spectre. Credit: Bob Hoeven.
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Thanks to everyone who joined this outing; I hope you
enjoyed it. If so, tell your friends.

OLD TIMER’S HIKE, BORATE &
DAGGETT RAILROAD, CALICO, CA
January 28, 2006
By Ellen & Ron Grau

T

hank goodness the weather cooperated . . . well at
least until the evening . . . for our annual “LONG
Timer’s Hike.” Ron Grau and Larry Tidball
passed out packets of information about the history of
this interesting little line. It was a 3 foot narrow gauge
branch line that ran for 11 miles from the Santa Fe
Pacific at Daggett up to the little mining town of Borate.
Built in 1898, the B & D RR rolled up the 7% grade (in
one spot)! The little engines could only pull one or two
cars at a time with that steep of an incline. This doesn’t
sound like much for us peak baggers, but for a turn of
the century steam engine . . .that would be the 19th as in
1800’s . . . 7% is saying something! WHEW.

Summit view from Spectre. Credit: Bob Hoeven.

Our camp spot for the evening was very close to the
Spectre trailhead. Proceed about 3/4 mile east on Route
62 just past some low hills on the left (north) side of the
highway. Here a good dirt road leaves the pavement to
the left and leads a few tenths of a mile to a nice
secluded spot behind the aforementioned hills. This spot
is level with room for plenty of cars, and is a legal spot –
a BLM red stake can be seen closing one fork of the road
a short distance beyond the main camping area.

About 9:00 am Saturday morning the trucks began
pulling into the meeting spot. When it was determined
that half the group was missing Larry and Ron headed in
opposite directions to find “the missing.” Ron found
them and when he returned he looked like a wagon
master leading the wagon train.

A few participants had signed out from the trip by
Sunday morning, and the rest of us returned to
Twentynine Palms, regrouping at the turnoff to the south
that leads to the Joshua Tree entrance. We consolidated
into fewer vehicles and drove into the Park to the
trailhead for “Route 4” as described in the HPS Peaks
Guide. There is a good pullout, with marked parking for
at least 8 cars, just a few tenths of a mile north of the
Keys View road junction, along the west side of the
main park road. There are no other good parking areas
for an even medium-sized group between here and the
Hidden Valley campground (we checked).

Ron (who just had knee surgery) gave short little talk on
the railroad and then we ventured forth to find artifacts.
Larry and Barbee took the group to the remains of a
processing plant. As the train drifted across the desert to
connect with the Santa Fe Pacific it would stop here. A
couple of people found spikes, and of course the usual
purple glass and rusty cans. A photo op was the next
order of business. All participants including dogs posed.
They consisted of: Judy Hummerick, Linda McDermott,
DAISY, Richard and Nancy Whitcomb, Neal Scott, Judy
Ware, Audrey and Brian Smith, CHARLIE, Ron and

We had a later hiking start this morning, closer to 9am.
However, Quail is much shorter and more
straightforward than Spectre. Still, it is non-trivial,
starting with a long walk across Lost Horse Valley (23/4 miles or so), with some convoluted country beyond
to deal with. Still, the eight of us made the trip to the
summit and back in about 5-1/2 hours, following the
directions in the HPS Guide. The summit is a large flat
area, and there are several relics of aircraft wreckage
collected near the summit rock-walls and cairn. On the
return, the main challenge is to determine the correct
bearing to walk along through Lost Horse Valley so as to
intersect the highway near the vehicles. Hopefully you
took a bearing, or noted a landmark, or cheated with the
GPS, at the start of the hike to ease this quandary. At
any rate we picked a good route and were all back at the
cars well before 3pm.
THE DESERT SAGE
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Ellen Grau, BOGIE, Larry and Barbee Tidball, Barbara
Reber, Edna Erspamer, Karin Leonard, Chris Sonenberg,
Pat and Dean Acheson, CINNAMON, Rich Gnagy, Ed
Herman, Gene Mauk.

We could see some rock work which may have been part
of the Smitheram House. William and his wife Florence
and their 4 children lived there. He was the Mine
Superintendent.

The caravan started up the grade and wove around the
badlands of Mule Canyon. If you have never been to
this area the rock formations and colors of the rock
remind you of Utah. We passed by several “shooting
galleries” and off roaders on our way to finding a place
to park. With all the gunfire, it was decided that Ron
and Barbee would seek out a place to camp while the
group did the hike. The rest of us headed down the
former railroad tracks. I thought we had somehow time
warped back to Tombstone, (or Iraq) but everyone
seemed to take the background noise in stride. L a r r y
Tidball lead the walking tour and showed everyone the
washboards of the trestles. They still exist. We had to
hike up and down the places where former trestle stood –
4 in all. We passed the Round Rock summer cottage.
Summer cottage? 110 degree heat? It was more or less
a lean-to. Once we arrived at the town site of Borate we
could see remnants of track (wooden track with metal
stamped on the top of it – not iron rail!) We assumed
this was just track used by the ore cars from the mine.
The train passed overhead on a trestle which was long
gone. Many of the men were Cornish miners who
immigrated. Borate did not have any saloons or a red
light district. Instead . . . are you ready for this? A
reading room! The miners did tend to “make their own”
spirits, however. Rhubarb brandy – euh! They mixed it
with gin. Mahogany – 3 parts gin, and one of treacle - in
practice however,
there is a technical difference
between “treacle” and “Molasses” in that molasses is
obtained from the drainings of raw sugar during the
refining process and treacle is made from the syrup
obtained from the sugar. In other words, the miners got
snockered. They said they took these remedies for
medicinal purposes. The nearest doctor was in Barstow.

We had lunch and snooped around the mine tailings.
Found lots of calcite and gypsum. Then we headed back
to the truck. Ka-Blam Ka-Blam. Varoom. ---- sound
effects.
Ron and Barbee found a great camp spot and by 2 PM
we were busy having our own hiker’s concoction of
spirits. Some set up tents and got settled in while others
put out appetizers.
A slight wind began to blow.
About 5 PM dinner started because some people wanted
to head back to town rather than spend the night since
we were so close to LA. Spaghetti, beef and vegetable
soup, salad, ham, cake, black beans and sausages, corn
bread. Everyone was stuffed.
The wind grew a little stronger.
Barbee and Mary Motherall made an excellent fire and
Audrey started playing her guitar. Lots of great folk
tunes and Beatle songs.
The wind is blowing.
Some broke out some more wine and listened to tunes
while others told old DPS war stories and tales about
continent lists, peak lists and country lists.
The wind is really blowing.
People drift off to bed.
The wind is blowing . . . I’m not kidding.
Chris heads for his tent. Oops. It’s not there.
The wind is REALLY REALLY BLOWING.
Ron moves the truck to face into the wind.
Chris goes to sleep in his car.
The wind doesn’t let up.
The next morning Chris strikes out for the top of the
nearest hill in search of his tent. In the distance he sees a
dry lake. . . perhaps Searles near Baker. . . perhaps his
tent is there. . . .
The next morning Larry and Barbee took a portion of the
hikers to go hike to the top of Calico.
On the way home, Brian and Audrey stopped at the
Early Man site and guess what? Chris’s tent! (actually
it is his girlfriends). A little worse for wear. Yes it has
holes now, and so maybe a new one would be a good
idea.
We are looking forward to next year’s railroad hike.
Perhaps Rhyolite! Come join us . . . it is a lot of fun.

Enroute to Calico Peak. Credit: Chris Sonenberg.
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OLD TIMER’S TRIP, CONTINUING THE
JOURNEY (Exploring Route 66)
January 29-31, 2006
By Linda McDermott

O

n Sunday morning, January 29, Neal Scott and I
left the Old Timer’s trip to explore Route 66. I
love exploring California by-ways, and this was an
opportunity with a wonderful buddy.
We traced our way to Barstow to see the Route 66
Museum as a start. We wound our way through Barstow,
to a spot beside the railroad station to find the museum.
Unfortunately, it didn’t open until 11:00 am, so we left
without looking at it.
There are Route 66 signs east of Barstow to find the
route. Route 66 runs south of the 40 Freeway. One of
the first discoveries was the amazing Bagdad Café. Yep,
it’s the site of the movie about a German tourist who was
dumped in the desert. You won’t find the cafe near the
site of Bagdad, but very near Newberry Springs. It is
still in the same shape as in the movie – the motel is to
the west of the café, and the café looks like a regular
desert stopover, complete with dust and desert all
around. Neal and I went in to order breakfast, then
talked with the owner while the locals looked at us and
listened. You can find bits of newspaper clippings about
the movie throughout the café. Apparently the director
was looking for a place for his movie, saw lights south
of the 40 Freeway, turned off and found the Bagdad Café
site. Everyone was friendly, and the Café is certainly
worth a stop. Hopefully the busloads of European
tourists will not be there - apparently the movie was
particularly popular in Europe. The Bagdad has a
website, so you can look up the details.

Neal Scott at the lava caves. Credit: Linda McDermott.

From the Bagdad we made our way to Pisgah Crater
where we intended to spend the night. We drove to the
crater, which has a landscaping material mine on it. We
parked in a flat spot near the top. There were one or two
other explorers there, however no one else stayed the
night. There are grand lava craters to the east of the
crater, and you can explore for hours. Several of the
tubes are labeled, including the one labeled “Linda” that
Neal found. We could descend into several large caves,
and see light “at the end of the tunnel.” The best caves
are marked with a large cairn on top, very near the level
place at the top of the road.
Next stop the following day was at Amboy Crater. A
new parking lot with bathrooms is available and that’s
where we parked. We met a traveling lady who camped
all over the southwest in a small RV. It is always
interesting to meet folks who love the desert. The hike
to the top of the crater took about an hour, and was a
class 1 trail.
Next stop was at the town of Amboy. Amboy is
currently closed, with no services. We stopped there,
got out our chairs, put our feet up and ate lunch. After
about ½ hour, a small golf cart with a speed part on the
top pulled up. The man driving it asked if we needed
anything – he had noticed us since we were parked there
for awhile. He was very friendly, and he told us that

Linda at the Bagdad Cafe. Credit: Neal Scott.
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someone had purchased the town, and he was in charge
of repairing the buildings to bring them up to code. The
owner apparently has an interest in preserving the town,
and is hoping to open the restaurant, motel, and gas
station again.
We found various abandoned buildings along the way,
and stopped when we found something of interest. I
love pies and cakes so was interested in the 2-story
building with a faded sign advertising pies and cakes.
We stopped at Desert Center to get a little gas, and give
them business. There was a sign in the store saying
something like, “We know the gas prices are high – it
costs us a fortune to stay in business, so we don’t need
complaints!”
We had trouble finding a place to stay the second night,
but finally ended up in another landscaping material area
that had a flat spot to camp. The next morning, we
stopped in Essex. There is an old post office still there,
and you can see the old boxes if you look in the window.
We didn’t find much more in Essex. At this point, very
near Needles, the route seems to join the freeway for a
time, so we doubled back to hike near Calico. We
parked the car in the Calico parking lot and hiked back a
canyon where a ladder existed to go up a rock wall. It
must have been over 100’ high. Apparently the miners
in the area had to go up and down the ladder to get to
and from work.

Approaching Stepladder Mountain. Credit: Bob Hoeven.

at about 12 miles rt as described in the DPS write-up.
The Nov/Dec 2005 issue of the Sage had included a note
that the Wilderness Boundary had been moved and that
the hike was now 18 miles rt, but fortunately that was
not the case. The person who contributed this note may
have been on a different road.
We followed Gary Craig’s route wherein one heads
directly across the desert at a bearing of about 230 to the
canyon that leads to the saddle wherein the “climb”
sincerely begins. The second pleasant surprise was how
easily and smoothly the route unfolded, inspiring several
of us to say that this was the first desert peak where we
reached the summit sooner that we had expected! The
weather was good – warm with a few breezes and very
interesting cloud patterns.

We explored Calico next. It is mostly small stores that
apparently are franchises, with pottery, minerals and
rocks, jewelry and other tourist attractions. It was quite
interesting to go in the mine and experience what it is
like to be a miner.

We were back to the cars in six hours and back to our
campsite by 4:00, where inspired by our climbing
success, we started happy hour before 5:00 and the
potluck at 6:00. The usual DPS cooking overachievers
provided a variety of foods, highlighted by Edna’s
excellent beef stew.

Just another reminder to us that it can be a lot of fun to
poke around the “blue highways” of our deserts. If
you’ve never read “Blue Highways” by William Least
Heat Moon, it is always one of my favorites. Because of
that book, I always look for the cafes that have 4-5
calendars. I forgot to look at how many were at the
Bagdad, but I’m betting there were more than three.

The next morning we were joined by John Thau for the
climb of Chemehuevi, but the few breezes of yesterday
had become gusty winds. The route starts out through an
impressive cholla garden with plenty of barrel cactus
thrown in, and then merges into a wash which leads to a
chute going up to the notch – well, if you take the right
wash! We proceeded happily until we arrived at an
insurmountable waterfall, and had to climb out of the
wash east into the correct one. After a gain and then loss
of 200’ or so we were back on track, and the members of
the party were good sports about it. If only we had read
the previous trip reports more carefully – after our climb
we noticed in an earlier report that another eminent
leader had described making the same mistake!

STEPLADDER MTN, CHEMEHUEVI PK
February 4-5, 2006
By David Perkins

A

small but enthusiastic group of climbers: Bob
Hoeven, Anne Rolls, Ed Herrman, Ron
Ecklemann, Ann Perkins (Asst. Leader and
scribe), Dave Perkins (Leader), and Edna Erspamer
(holding down the fort at the cars) gathered at the
pipeline road turnoff from US 95 on Saturday, Feb. 4th
for a climb of Stepladder Peak. This climb provided us
with two pleasant surprises. First, the hike still remains
THE DESERT SAGE

At the notch, the gusts increased until we were leaning
into the wind as we struggled to the summit. Dave and
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Atop Stepladder. (Rear, L-R) Ron Eckelmann, Anne Rolls, Ann Perkins & Dave
Perkins. (Front) Bob Hoeven & Ed Herrman. Credit: Bob Hoeven.

Alex Amies climbing the class 3 rock band on Clark Mountain.
Credit: Ron Campbell.

Ed searched unsuccessfully for the register, and we
finally improvised one out of a notebook, a plastic bag,
and a water bottle cut in half to serve as a register “can.”
Desert Peakers are always resourceful! On the descent
we had a jumping cholla adventure – Bob ended up with
three cholla segments clinging to his hand and arm, and
in trying to help him, John and Ann were also impaled.
Fortunately, Ed had a handy instrument called a needle
holder (left over from his medical practice) which
removed most of the spines. We were back to the cars in
6 ½ hours, and decided that contrary to our expectations,
this climb was more difficult than Stepladder.

We car camped just off Ivanpah road to the south of the
railway tracks. I forgot to suggest to participants to
bring firewood but luckily always well prepared Greg
Mason had enough for all. Ron Campbell created an
exquisite salad that he shared with everybody for happy
hour.
The next morning six of us (minus our family of four)
left our camp to drive to the Clark Mountain trailhead.
Jennie Thomas told us about the benefits of Antimony to
the human body and environment as we drove past the
tailings piles of Molycorp Mine, the leading western
resource for Lanthanide (rare earth) products with
additional interests in Molybdenum and Niobium
(acknowledgement to Ron Campbell for the extra credit
research). Although entertaining, the approach road
proved to tough for the two minivans so we stopped part
way along and all piled into Ed Morante’s high clearance
2WD SUV (thanks Ed).

NEW YORK MTN, CLARK MTN
March 25-26, 2006
By Alex Amies

W

e climbed these two peaks on the spring
weekend of March 25-26, 2006 in great weather.
I found the approach road into New York
Mountain to be too rough from my 2WD minivan so we
left the cars at the turn off from Ivanpah Road. John
Cheslick (being a seasoned DPS’er) would have driven
all the way to the end of the 2WD approach road as
described in the DPS guide but I felt better hiking it.
The additional hiking added about 3 or so hours – a nice
addition to what would have been a half day hike.
Ten of us left the cars just before 10 am. Iulia and
Cornelia Mihaila, our youngest participants at age 15
and 17, sped up the New York Mountain with ease.
Their father, Bogdan, demonstrated Romanian tie-in
style on the summit block but I preferred the standard
Sierra Club bowline on a coil. Most participants
appreciated a belay on the way down. Mother, Ioana,
did just fine. We returned to the cars at about 5:30 pm.
THE DESERT SAGE

Summit of Clark Mountain (l to r: John Cheslick, Ed Morente, Greg Mason, Alex
Amies, Jennie Thomas. Credit: Ron Campbell.
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The Clark Mountain climb was about a four hour round
trip with a half hour break on the summit. There was a
section of class 3 rock that everybody felt good about
going up but all needed a belay down. On the drive back
we found a better road out. I suggest that when driving
in instead of turning off the dirt road paralleling the
tailings embankment to the left following the power
lines, continue straight to another major dirt road just
short of the end terminated by a locked gate. At that
point turn left along a good dirt road that joins the route
described in the DPS guide. I would change the
description to:
… Turn right (keeping a mine tailings pile on your right)
continuing until just short of the end terminated by a
locked gate. At that point turn left along a good dirt road
until the road switchbacks left …

BLACK BUTTE, CHUCKWALLA MTN
March 18-19, 2006
By Ann Perkins

W

Bob Hoeven, Anne Rolls, Dave Perkins, Ann Perkins & Rich Gnagy on top of
Black Butte. Credit: Bob Hoeven.

you don’t need a large number to have a DPS party!
The next morning we had an earlier start on Chuckwalla,
beginning the climb at about 8:00. Again, we blazed our
own trail on the way up – a ridge a little to the left of the
standard route up the canyon, but it went well. There
was a fairly steep and rocky ridge to negotiate near the
top, but it presented no real problems. About half way
up, we were treated to the sight of a jet plane zooming
along below us. It gives you quite a thrill to know that
you
have climbedTO
higher
than some planes are flying!
SLICKROCK
TUNDRA:
UTAH'S
LAwere
SALbeginning
MOUNTAINS
The clouds
to gather when we reached
theMANNS
summit, PEAK
so we didn’t
linger too long – but we did
(12,272')
again
note Doug’s name
in the register from the week
MT. TOMASAKI
(12,000+')
before. WeJuly
descended
by
the route as described in the
2005
guide, which was fairly steep for the first several
Bob
hundredBy
feet,
andMichael
we agreed that the way we had come
up was perfectly fine.
Reaching the cars at about 2:00, we drove out to the
freeway and said our good-byes. This was a fine
weekend enjoyed by the over 60 age group – we
challenge all you young people to join in and keep up
with us!

e were happy that Rich Gnagy joined us for
these climbs on his 80th birthday! Also on the
trip were Anne Rolls, Bob Hoeven, and Ann and
Dave Perkins. We had two last minute cancellations and
one no-show, probably because of the rain in Los
Angeles, but the weather in the desert was beautiful on the drive out on Friday, the rain abruptly stopped and
clouds disappeared between Mt. San Jacinto and the
Palm Springs turn-off.
We had a leisurely start on Saturday morning, meeting at
9:00 and getting to the trailhead at about 10:30. We had
opted not to drive the 4wd section because the hike was
short, and so proceeded up the road enjoying the fine
weather and the display of barrel cactus and many kinds
of cholla.
On the ascent we went up the main canyon to the notch,
and then turned right and went up the ridge
Lookingand
northover
towardsa Mt Waas from the top of Manns Peak.
platya talus,
series of ups and downs to the summit. Note
Wesharp
took
longtypical of this range. Credit: Bob Michael.
lunch, admiring the views and perusing the register, and
noting that Doug Mantle had Looking
climbed
the towards
peakMtthe
southeast
Tomaski from Manns Pk along the traverse route..
Credit: Bob Michael.
previous week (7th time I think!)
On the way back we chose the shorter, steeper route
down the wash to the main canyon and were back at the
vehicles by 4:30, and camping at a large flat area about
Manns Peak rises beyond a lush aspen-fringed meadow.
half way between the road head and the Bradshaw
Trail
Burro Pass trailhead just to the north. Credit: Bob Michael.
by 5:00.
The wind was picking up and the temperature was
dropping, so the five of us crowded into the back of the
Perkins’ camper for a happy hour and dinner of chili,
slaw, and Anne’s famous zucchini bread. We enjoyed
Sal Mountains
topo
map
80
year
old mountain climber superb Rich Gnagy making his way down from
ourselves telling climbing stories and planning La
trips
–

W

Chuckwalla. Credit: Bob Hoeven.
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In 1941, having become recognized as an authority on
the desert area, Duell, Sloan & Pearce, Inc. asked Corle
to author the first of their multi-volume American
Folkways series, the result of which was his nonfictional Desert Country. Incidentally, Duell, Sloan &
Pearce also asked Wallace Stegner to write, for the same
series, a volume on the area just to the east, i.e.,
Mormon Country, which was published in 1942. In
1949, In Winter Light, a novel considering the post-war
problems faced by the Navajos—a sequel to People on
Earth—was published, and in 1951, his epic history,
The Gila: River of the Southwest, appeared.

BurtFalk@aol.com

BOOK REVIEWS
THE DESERT WORKS OF EDWIN CORLE
(1906-1956)

The prolific Corle, however, did not confine his works
to DPS country. Other of his books include Burro Alley
(1938), a work described as “quite unlike any of the
author's other books; it is genuinely funny, a hilarious–
some might say scurrilous–satire of Santa Fe during the
tourist season;” Listen, Bright Angel (1946), a guide to
and a history of the Grand Canyon; John Studebaker
(1948), a biography of the wagon and car maker; The
Royal Highway (1949), the story of El Camino Real, and
Billy the Kid (1953), his last published book, which
provided “a provocative account of the life of the
notorious southwestern gunman. Based on thorough
research, the work, according to the author, should be
considered as fiction; it might, indeed, be called an
early-day nonfiction novel.”

Mojave, A Book of Stories (1934)
Fig Tree John (1936)
People on Earth (1937)
Desert Country (1941)
In Winter Light (1949)
The Gila: River of the Southwest (1951)

In 1956, at the time of his death, he was working on
what might well have been his most important work, a
multi-volume novel entitled The Californians, a
manuscript that was left uncompleted.

Death Valley and the Creek Called Furnace (1962)

E

dwin Corle (pronounced Korl) was born in New
Jersey in 1906, moved to Hollywood, CA as a
teenager, graduated from U.C.L.A with a B.A. in
English in 1928, worked on an advanced degree at Yale,
and then returned to settle permanently in Southern
California, where he began a career as a radio
scriptwriter and re-write man for various movie studios,
including MGM and RKO.

In regards to Corle’s desert works, it should be noted
that two, Fig Tree John, and The Gila: River of the
Southwest, have already been reviewed in The Desert
Sage (March/April 2003 and January/February 2004
respectively), and thus will not be reviewed herein. It
should also be mentioned that in 1962, posthumously, an
excellent book, Death Valley and the Creek Called
Furnace, combining Corle’s descriptions of the Valley,
as excerpted from Desert Country, and Ansel Adams’
photographs, was published by the Ward Ritchie Press.

In the 1930s, during his spare time, Corle began
making excursions into the nearby deserts, gathering
material for a series of short stories that appeared in
Harper’s, New Yorker and Esquire, among others. Over
the following years, he traveled widely in the area,
getting to know the people and places as well as their
history.

MOJAVE, A BOOK OF STORIES (1934) It was in
the midst of the depression, and the short story was
riding high. Magazines such as the Saturday Evening
Post, Cosmopolitan, Woman’s Home Companion,
McCall’s, Scribner’s Magazine, The Atlantic Monthly,
Harpers, Esquire and, as of 1925, The New Yorker, were
publishing the genre by the score. Ring Lardner, F.
Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemingway, Katherine Anne
Porter, Dorothy Parker, William Faulkner, William
Saroyan and John Steinbeck were among the notable
contributors of the era. William Dean Howells pondering
the importance of the short story in American life, asked,

Corle’s first book, Mojave, a collection of short stories
set in the desert of title, was published in 1934. In 1935,
he followed up with a novel, Fig Tree John, the story of
an Apache who put down roots on the shores of the
newly formed Salton Sea—a work that many critics
consider to be his finest. In 1937, People on Earth, an
award-winning novel concerning the difficulties faced
by a pair of Navajo Indians attempting to assimilate into
the white culture, appeared in book stores.
THE DESERT SAGE
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“Is it because American life is scrappy and desultory and
instinctively seeks its expression in the sketch, the little
tale, the miniature romance; or because the short story
seems in all literatures to find its development earlier
than (a new author’s) full-sized novel? Did our skill in
writing short stories create the demand for them in the
magazines or did the demand of the magazines foster the
skill?”

Riverside, California.
Years later, following his graduation, Walter finds that
he can neither assimilate into the white man’s world, nor
is he comfortable with his own people. He and Dahiba
reunite briefly, but lose track of one another shortly
thereafter. Failing in several jobs, Walter becomes
associated with a bootlegger, employment that comes to
a sudden end when the bootlegger is jailed. Still later, in
1932, in Gallup, NM, Walter turns to alcohol as a
solution to his problems; a decision that eventually lands
him, too, in jail.

For whatever reason, Corle also jumped on the short
story bandwagon, and thus became the best writer to
describe the Mojave area since Mary Austin took up the
pen at the turn of the twentieth century, thirty years
earlier.

Dahiba, whose name was changed to Frances while
she also attended an Indian school, also finds trouble in
the world of the whites. I won’t tell you the ending, but
I think you’ll like it.

In the introductory story to Mojave, “Listen,
Desert”—a piece which the noted desert bibliographer,
E.I. Edwards considered a “masterpiece of desert
literature”—Corle wrote: “I like the Mojave. That may
be a rather pointless remark, and may justly bring forth a
‘Who cares’ or a ‘What of it?’ But nevertheless it is not
entirely fatuous and is more comprehensive than it
seems. For that is simply all that can be said of the
Mojave. You like it or you don’t. You can ask nothing
of it; you can bring nothing to it; and certainly you can’t
change it.

To me, People on Earth has the ring of authenticity. I
especially savored the manner in which Corle evokes the
aura of the desert west during the uncomplicated
twenties and thirties.
DESERT COUNTRY (1941) When I was a teen-ager,
way back in the early 1950s, Desert Country was one of
the first books I added to my then small desert library.
Rereading it now, 55 years and a burgeoning roomful of
desert books later, I am struck anew at Corle’s passion
for the desert—and I also realize that he was often
inaccurate.

“It is possible, however, to look at it, and talk about it,
and even write about it. But you must do it naturally
without affectation. The full emotional significance of
the desert is greatness and simplicity.”
And with that as a guideline, Corle provides thirteen
additional short stories—including “Amethyst,” a Best
Short Stories of 1934 selection—most of which are
constructed with O. Henry-like surprise or “snapper”
endings, so popular at the time.

This tardy epiphany, however, should not be considered
as off-putting. Indeed, E.I. Edwards, the noted desert
bibliographer, who includes Desert Country in his list of
the 25 books in his desert collection which he “would
choose to retain were (he) required to dispose of all the
others,” writes, “(Corle) is not always dependable; and it
becomes increasingly difficult for a reader to distinguish
between his fact and his fiction. I would never presume
to cite Corle as my authority for any basic assertion.
Unquestionably, he is more the story-teller than he is the
historian. Glamour and dramatization are the principal
tools of his profession; and in their use he is most
proficient.

PEOPLE ON EARTH (1937) The Navajo Reservation
is admittedly on the cusp of the DPS climbing area, but
it is also the setting for several quality desert titles,
certainly including Corle’s 1937 novel, People on Earth.
Indeed, like Oliver La Farge—whom he may have
been attempting to emulate—and Tony Hillerman, Corle
is rather passionate about the Navajos, a tribe which with
“some dignity and pardonable pride, call themselves ‘the
people on the earth.’”

Edwards, however, continues, “I can best illustrate my
own reaction (to Corle) by mentioning that I always read
(him) first, when doing research on a special
assignment—(when) I want to get a broad, majestic
sweep of my subject, and effect a true integration of it
into its over-all historic background.

Corle’s story revolves around Red Wind’s Son and
Dahiba, a Navajo boy and girl, whom, when we first
meet them are eight years old, happily tending their
respective family’s flocks of sheep. Not long afterward,
however, the great influenza epidemic of 1918, sweeps
over the reservation, decimating the tribe. Red Wind’s
Son, is saved from sure death by Walter Stratton, an
itinerant preacher, who, after modestly renaming the lad
Walter Stratton, sends him off to school, first in Tuba
City, then at the Sherman Institute for Indians, in
THE DESERT SAGE

Desert Country is divided into eight sections, the first
of which, “Mojave is Mojave,” opens with a description
of typical desert highway town—could be Baker, could
be Amboy—in the 1930s. Indeed, “Grand Opening Sat.
Night,” describes such a place as a “dirty brownish lump
beside the white lake bed…(where) you can get gasoline
and oil and water; you can eat, you can sleep.” The
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scene that Corle goes on to paint of the tiny burg on one
Saturday evening is both entertaining and evocative.

product of space-time, the desert is endless in directions,
ramifications and meanings. People sense its greatness;
they go out to it. They sing of it; they try to paint it; they
write poetry about it. Almost all these efforts are
unsuccessful.”

In “Oasis,” the second essay of “Mojave is Mojave,”
Corle somehow manages to transplant the date palm
groves of the Coachella Valley north 50 miles, over the
Little San Bernardinos, into the Mojave. Geography
aside, however, I think his opening description is about
as good as descriptive writing can get: “There is a moon
tonight over the date trees. Broken beams of creamy
light streak through the arching dagger-studded
branches, creating pale patches on the dank, soft loam.
The warm earth smells rich. It makes no sound
underfoot but not far away is the cooling gurgle of
bubbling water. It is welling forth from an irrigation
duct, and it is slowly spreading through the date garden,
collecting in the darkness into pools under each tree.”

Well, maybe that’s what Corle thought, but I disagree.
In fact, I think this book is very successful, Corle’s best.
And because I feel that way, I hereby award Desert
Country the coveted DPS Classic Book status.
IN WINTER LIGHT (1949) The nexus for this novel
is a pre-Christmas, post WWII barbecue which
Stockwell, an Indian trader, throws for his Navajo
customers, in front of his back-country outpost. Among
those in attendance are Robert Two Crows, an
embittered ex-G.I., who has come to the party with
illegal beer and peyote buttons to sell to his fellow
tribesmen; Betty Squashblossom, a nurse, described as
“beautiful, puzzled, caught between two worlds,” and
Ruby Mae, Stockwell’s brand new wife, whom he met at
a bar in Gallup.

Seven additional sections include “Where She
Danced,” regarding the mining towns of Southern
Arizona; “Land of the Talking God,” concerning the
Yuma, Mojave, Apache, Havasupai, Qahatika, Papago
and Hopi Indians; “Strange Virgin,” discussing the
Mormon presence in the Mojave; “Fourth Estate,”
reviewing five former desert newspapers, including The
Coachella Valley Submarine (named so because the
Valley is mostly below sea level); “Legendary” four
interesting desert tales, including “The Oyster Man of
Bicycle Lake,” “The Thing They Found in a Cave,”
“The Woman Who Married Stars,” and “The Man Who
Was Buried Standing Up;” “Though I Walk Through the
Valley of the Shadow of Death,” regarding Death
Valley, a section that was excerpted and published,
along with several Ansel Adams photographs, as Death
Valley and the Creek Called Furnace, in 1962—and
which contains several inaccuracies; and finally “…As
Long As Space is Time,” the final section, wherein Corle
wraps up his paean to the desert by asserting, “Being the

What happens during the barbecue makes for excellent
drama.
A few of the characters that we first met in People on
Earth lend a feeling of continuity to this short novel.
Edmund Corle was only 50 years old, married, the
father of one daughter, and resided in Santa Barbara at
the time of death in 1956. In 1964, the Edwin & Jean
Corle Memorial Lectures, sustained by the Edwin Corle
fund as established by Corle’s wife, Jean, were begun at
the U. C. Santa Barbara Library. Lecturers in the series
have included: N. Scott Momaday, Ray Bradbury,
Wallace Stegner, Walter Mosley and Peter Matthiessen.

Friends of the UCLA Library gathering, circa 1955 (left to right) Glen Dawson, pioneer Sierra peakbagger and bookman; Ward Ritchie, printer of fine books; Edwin
Corle; Lawrence Clark Powell, notable librarian and educator. Photo courtesy Glen Dawson.
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SUBSCRIPTION REMINDER
If you haven’t already done so, please consider renewing your Sage subscription. Dues are $10 per year and multiple
year subscriptions are encouraged. If you feel even more compelled, the DPS offers a “sustaining” dues option ($20)
which delivers your Sage via first class mail. Send your check made payable to “Desert Peaks Section” to :

Ron Grau, 3700 Blue Gum Drive, Yorba Linda, CA, 92886

0451

Include accurate address information. For your convenience, you may choose to use the order form below.

It costs ten dollars a year to subscribe the SAGE. Anyone can subscribe to the SAGE, even
if not a member of the DPS or the Sierra Club. To become a member of the DPS, you
must (1) belong to the Sierra Club, (2) have climbed 6 of the 99 peaks on the DPS peaks
list, and (3) subscribe to the SAGE. Non-members who subscribe the SAGE are not
allowed to vote in our elections. New subscriptions beginning after October 1 will apply
through the next calendar year. Only 1 subscription is required per household. When
renewing your membership, please list all other DPS members who reside at your
address to update their status. Subscriptions and donations are not tax deductible.

Subscriptions/Memberships:
Type

# of Years Per Year

 Regular

$10

 Sustaining

$20

Totals

(1st class postage)



Name:
Address:

Total:

City:

State:

Hm Phone:

Wk Phone:

Fax:

eMail:

SC #:
 New Subscriber
 Name Change
 New Work Ph
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Donation

Zip:
Make Check Payable to Desert Peaks Section
Send to:

Leader Status(Circle as appropriate): O I M E
 New Member (provide Sierra Club #)
 New Address
 New Home Ph
 New Fax
 New Email
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Ron Grau, DPS Membership Chair
3700 Blue Gum Drive
Yorba Linda, CA, 92886
(714) 777-4644 (h)
ellenandron@adelphia.net

May/June 2006

ORDERED
BY:
STREET:

SHIP TO:
(IF DIFFERENT)
NAME:

CITY/ZIP:

STREET:

PHONE:

CITY/ZIP:

QUANTITY

ITEM

PRICE

DPS Peaks List

TOTAL

$1
th

Road and Peaks Guide (5 Ed) printed version
(price includes shipping)
Road and Peaks Guide (5th Edition) CD ROM
version
1 Year SAGE subscription

$30

DPS Complete History and Lore CD ROM

$30

DPS Archives CD ROM

$20

$30
$10 reg. / $20 sustaining

Mail order form for above and payment to:
(Make check payable to the Desert Peaks Section)

DPS Treasurer
P.O. Box 90043
Pasadena, CA 91109-0043

Grand Total:
______________

QUANTITY

ITEM

PRICE

TOTAL

DPS Patch

$3

Emblem Pin

$12

List Finisher Pin

$12

Desert Explorer Award Pin

$12

DPS T-shirt (see item below) (Tan w/black and
gray print (M, L, XL only)
For T-shirt orders, add $3.50/1, $4/2 or more,
per order for handling
Mail (T-shirt / patch / pin) order from and payment to:
(Make check payable to the Desert Peaks Section)
(Questions?: (818) 248-0455 (H)

THE DESERT SAGE
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$12
$3.50 / $4
Diane Dunbar
DPS Merchandising Chair
2351 Chapman Road
La Crescenta, CA, 91214-3014

Grand Total:
_____________

May/June 2006

DESERT PEAKS SECTION

DPS NEWSLETTER - The DESERT SAGE - Published six times a year by the Desert Peaks Section of the
Angeles Chapter of the Sierra Club. SUBMISSION DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT SAGE IS JUNE 10, 2006.
SUBSCRIPTION/MEMBERSHIP - It costs ten dollars a year to subscribe to the SAGE. Anyone can subscribe to
the SAGE, even if not a member of the DPS or the Sierra Club, by sending $10 to Membership Records. To become a
member of the DPS you must (1) belong to the Sierra Club (2) have climbed 6 of the 99 peaks on the DPS peaks list
and (3) send $10 to Membership Records for a SAGE subscription. Non-members who subscribe to the SAGE are not
allowed to vote in our elections. Renewals, subscriptions, and address changes should be sent to Membership
Records, Ron Grau, 3700 Blue Gum Drive, Yorba Linda, CA, 92886. The subscription/membership year now is
for six issues, regardless of when payment is received.
EMBLEM STATUS AND GUIDES - To receive DPS emblem status you must climb 15 peaks on the list, five of
which must be from the list of seven emblem peaks, and have belonged to the section of one year. To work on the list
you will probably want to buy from the Treasurer (Pat Acheson, PO Box 90043, Pasadena, CA 91109-0043) the
Desert Peaks Road and Peak Guide 5th Edition - $28 + $2 Postage or if you like to explore without much
direction just purchase the DPS PEAKS LIST - $1 (enclose a self-addressed envelope).
CORRESPONDENCE - We welcome all articles and letters pertaining to outdoor activities of interest to DPS
members. Some submittals tend to be too long and space limitations and other considerations are factors in the
decision to publish an article/map. The editor may modify submittals in a perhaps, misguided attempt to increase
clarity or decrease length but will hopefully not modify your meaning. Trip reports on official DPS sponsored trips
are always printed. If you are a participant and know that the leaders are not going to submit a trip report then feel
free to submit a report. We welcome reports of private trips to unlisted peaks and private trips using non standard
routes to listed peaks. Please DATE all submissions. Please indicate topo map names, dates and contour intervals.
Digital (word processor files) content are essential and will help ensure that there are no typographical errors. Send
copy to the Editor (see below) by the published deadline. Please include a SASE if you would like to have your
material (maps/floppies) returned. If possible, print on the back of a picture when and where it was taken, what it is
of, who is in it, and who took it. Email usually works best for simple text-based submissions and minimizes editing
complexity. Email editor for details on submitting attachments and/or digital photo scans.
ADVERTISEMENTS - You can advertise in the SAGE to recruit participants on private outings or sell items. The
cost is $3 per line with a maximum of 5 lines per ad.
EDITOR - Bob Sumner, PO Box 7337, Mammoth Lakes, CA, 93546
Phone : 760-924-3078. Email : bobsumner@worldnet.att.net

THE DESERT SAGE

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 36438
LOS ANGELES, CA

SIERRA CLUB, ANGELES CHAPTER
3435 WILSHIRE BLVD, SUITE 320
LOS ANGELES, CA 90010-1904
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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