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Mopah & Pinto

CHAIR’S CORNER
by Ellen Grau
News from the Chair,
Memories.
My husband had knee surgery and so we have been
reminiscing about the peaks.
Here are some shots of some great trips.
Have fun out there and keep your knees loose.
Close up of Bogie, Death Valley Railroad hike with the Tidballs, April 2005.

Ellen

Silver Lake with water, April 2005.
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The Desert Peaks Section
explores the desert mountain ranges of California and the Southwest,
stimulates the interest of Sierra Club membership in climbing these ranges
and aids in the conservation and preservation of desert wilderness areas.
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TRIPS / EVENTS
MARCH THROUGH JULY 2006
MAR 4
MAR 11-12
MAR 11-12
MAR 18
MAR 18-19
MAR 25-26
MAR 25-26
APR 1
APR 8-9
APR 8-9
APR 14-16
APR 22-23
APR 29-30
MAY 3
MAY 13
MAY 13-14
MAY 20-21
JUL 22

SAT
SAT-SUN
SAT-SUN
SAT
SAT-SUN
SAT-SUN
SAT-SUN
SAT
SAT-SUN
SAT-SUN
FRI-SUN
SAT-SUN
SAT-SUN
WED
SAT
SAT-SUN
SAT-SUN
SAT

DPS
DPS
DPS, HPS
LTC, SPS, DPS, WTC
DPS
DPS
DPS
DPS
DPS
LTC, SPS, DPS, WTC
C/NCC Desrt Com, DPS
LTC, SPS, DPS, SMS
DPS
DPS
LTC, WTC
LTC, WTC, DPS
LTC, SPS, DPS, SMS
DPS, WTC

DPS Monthly Meeting and Potluck/Party
Martinez Mtn
Rabbit Peak, Villager Peak
Stony Point Rock Workshop/Checkoff
Black Butte, Chuckwalla
New York Mtn, Clark Mtn
Granite Mtn #1, Old Dad Mtn
DPS Monthly Meeting and Potluck/APRIL FOOLS PARTY
4th Annual DPS Chili Cook-off Challenge, Eagle Mtn #2
Indian Cove Rock Checkoff
Surprise Cyn Tamarisk Removal Service Trip, Panamint Mtns
Sierra Snow Checkoff
Kingston Peak, New York Mtn
Desert Peaks Section Annual Banquet
Mt Lowe Beginning Navigation Clinic
Places We’ve Saved Nav Noodle in the Mojave Nat Preserve
Sierra Snow Checkoff/Practice
Charleston Peak, Mummy Mtn

All participants on Sierra Club outings are required to sign a standard liability waiver.
If you would like to read the Liability Waiver before you choose to participate, please go to:
http://www.sierraclub.org/outings/chapter/forms/
or contact the Outings Department at (415) 977-5528 for a printed version.
MAR 4
SAT
DPS
O: Desert Peaks Section Monthly Meeting and Potluck/Party: The Desert Peaks Section will host their monthly
meeting. The Management Committee will meet at 4:30 for business, and then Dave and Ann Perkins will host a
Potluck/Party for old and new members at 6:00 PM. Dave & Ann Perkins, 19050 Kilfinan Place, Northridge, CA
91326 (phone 818-366-7578). All members welcome.
♦ MAR 11-12
SAT-SUN
DPS
I: Martinez Mtn (6,560): Strenuous dayhike: 3700’ of gain and 18 miles round trip. Send SASE with experience,
conditioning to Leaders: Larry & Barbee Tidball.
♦ MAR 11-12
SAT-SUN
DPS, HPS
I: Rabbit Peak (6,640’) and Villager Peak (5,756’): Hike to these two desert peaks in the Santa Rosa Mountains.
The trip will be a backpack with 7,900’ gain, 21 mi rt. The route will be via the south side over Villager up to Rabbit.
There should be great views of the Anza-Borrego Desert State Park to the south and the Salton Sea to the east. Send
SASE/email with conditioning info to leader. Leader: Alex Amies (alexamies@yahoo.com). Assistant: Gary Craig.
♦ MAR 18
SAT
LTC, SPS, DPS, WTC
M/E: Stony Point Rock Workshop/Checkoff: This intermediate and advanced practice and workshop (in
Chatsworth) is based on the rock requirements for M and E leadership. Checkoffs for M and E rock must be prearranged. It is a restricted trip; to participate you must be a member of the Sierra Club and have some prior basic
training/experience on rock. Send sase, email, SC#, H&W phones, climbing resume to Leader: Ron Hudson. CoLeaders: Dan Richter, Patty Rambert.
♦ MAR 18-19
SAT-SUN
DPS
I: Black Butte (4504’), Chuckwalla (3446’): Enjoy two easy desert peaks and possibly some early spring flowers.
Saturday climb Black Butte (1830’ gain, 6.6 miles). Saturday night we will find a camping place for an excellent
happy hour and potluck, Sunday climb Chuckwalla (1600’, 3 miles). Small amount of possible 4wd road on both
peaks. Send email (preferred) or SASE to Leader: Dave Perkins. Co-Leader: Ann Perkins.
♦ MAR 25-26
SAT-SUN
DPS
M: New York Mountain (7,532) and Clark Mountain (7,907’): Climb these two desert peaks in the unique Mojave
♦
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National Preserve. The trip will be two day hikes with a car camp and happy hour on Saturday night. Climb New
York Mountain on Saturday via the Keystone Canyon / northern approach class 3 route with 2,100’ gain over 5 miles
round trip. Climb Clark Mountain on Sunday via the class 3 from the southwest with 1,900’ gain over 2 miles round
trip. There should be great views of the surrounding areas. Participants should have experience on class 3 rock.
Restricted to Sierra Club members. Send SASE / email with experience and SC# to leader. Leader: Alex Amies
(alexamies@yahoo.com). Assistant: John Cheslick.
♦ MAR 25-26
SAT-SUN
DPS
I: Granite Mtn #1 (6762’), Old Dad (4252’): We’ll climb these two moderate DPS peaks in the Mojave National
Preserve. Saturday we’ll summit Granite (6 miles, 2900’ gain) and Old Dad (3 miles, 1800’ gain) will be climbed on
Sunday. Saturday night we’re planning a wine tasting prior to indulging in our traditional DPS potluck. Join our
group by sending email/sase to Leader: Gary Craig. Co-Leader: Sue Holloway.
APR 1
SAT
DPS
O: Desert Peaks Section Monthly Meeting and Potluck/APRIL FOOLS PARTY: The Desert Peaks Section will
host their monthly meeting. The Management Committee will meet at 4:30 for business, and then Mary McMannes
will host a Potluck/Party for old and new members at 6:00 PM. Mary McMannes, 19545 Sherman Way, #98, Reseda,
CA, 91335-3450 (phone 818-701-6513). All members welcome.
♦ APR 8-9
SAT-SUN
DPS
I: 14th Annual DPS Chili Cook-off Challenge, Eagle Mtn #2 (3806’): Join us for a weekend in Death Valley of
climbing, cooking and/or tasting and judging various recipes from magnificent cooks and their culinary chili delights!
Whether your chili specialty is Spicy, Texas Style, Vegetarian, Traditional, or your own unique concoction, please
share with us at this fun event. Prizes are awarded based upon several categories, including, taste, heat, presentation
and more! Cooks are free, tasters are $5.00 each. Bring umbrellas and tarps for shelters in case of rain. Saturday
climb class 3 Eagle Mtn (1800’ of gain, 3 miles), then enjoy a happy hour and the cook-off at an easily accessible
2wd site. Sunday is open for possibly another peak, a soak in Tecopa Hot Springs, wildflowering, exploring or just a
meander home thru the desert in springtime. Send sase with $ for tasters, H&W ph #s, carpool info and indicate
whether you will be a cook or a taster to Reserv: Yvonne Jamison. Leaders: Scot Jamison, Barbee & Larry Tidball.
♦ APR 8-9
SAT-SUN
LTC, SPS, DPS, WTC
M/E: Indian Cove Rock Checkoff: For M & E candidates wanting to check off leadership ratings. At Joshua Tree
National Park. Practice and instruction available for those wanting to brush up on new techniques. Restricted to SC
members with some prior basic training on rock. Send 2 sase, SC#, climbing resume, email, H&W phones to Leader:
Dan Richter. Co-Leader: Pat McKusky.
♦ APR 14-16
FRI-SUN
C/NCC Desert Comm, DPS
O: Surprise Cyn Tamarisk Removal Service Trip, Carcamp & Hike, Panamint Mtns: 2nd trip to remove
tamarisk, scourge of desert water sources, in Surprise Canyon. Formerly open to extreme 4WD, flash floods
completed the closure. Join BLM Ridgecrest staff in eradication. Training provided; tasks for all levels, families
welcome. This beautiful, recovering desert riparian canyon may have spring wildflower displays. Tom Budlong,
wilderness steward, and BLM staff will share history of the area including 1870's Panamint City, '49ers, and the new
Briggs gold mine. Sunday moderate hike on the original foot trail to Panamint City or the miner's trail in Goler Cyn.
(approx. 5 mi RT, rugged trail). Primitive camping under the stars with potlucks, campfire & camaraderie. Easter egg
hunt for the young. 2WD vehicles OK. Send large SASE, rideshare info, vehicle type, H&W phones, E-mail to
Reservationist/Co-Leader: Sue Palmer. Leader: Jim Kilberg.
♦ APR 22-23
SAT-SUN
LTC, SPS, DPS, SMS
M/E: Sierra Snow Checkoff: Demonstrate your skills to receive an M or E snow checkoff or sharpen snow climbing
skills. Restricted to Sierra Club members with prior ice axe, crampon, rope training/experience. Eastern Sierra site
depending on snow conditions. Email or send 2 sase, SC#, resume of snow climbing/training, H&W phones to
Leader: Tom McDonnell. Co-Leader: Randall Danta.
♦ APR 29-30
SAT-SUN
DPS
M: Kingston Peak (7,336’), New York Mtn. (7,532’): Car camp and dayhike two peaks in Eastern San Bernardino
County. Saturday: Kingston; 9 miles rt, and 3,800’ of gain. Sunday: New York Mtn.; 2000’ of gain with 4 miles. A
small amount of 3rd class rock is encountered near the summit of New York. Send SASE to: Larry Tidball. Assistant
Leader: Barbee Tidball.
♦

MAY 3
WED
DPS
O: Annual Banquet: The Desert Peaks Section will host their annual banquet featuring Utah’s canyons with Speaker
♦
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Tom Jones, Canyoneer and Photographer: "Beyond the Angels: Secret Canyons of Zion and Beyond." The Reef, 880
S Harbor Scenic Dr, Long Beach, CA. No host bar at 5:30 pm, and Dinner at 7 pm. For Information contact: Ann
Perkins, 19050 Kilfinan Place, Northridge, CA 91326 (phone 818-366-7578).
♦ MAY 13
SAT
LTC, WTC
I: Mt Lowe (5603') Beginning Navigation Clinic: 4 mi, 500' gain. Spend the day one-on-one with an instructor,
learning/practicing map and compass. Beginners to rusty old timers welcome. Not a check-off. Many expert leaders
will attend; many I-rated leaders started here in the past. Send sase, $25 deposit, (Sierra Club--refunded at trailhead),
H&W phones to Leader: Diane Dunbar. Co-Leader: Richard Boardman.
♦ MAY 13-14
SAT-SUN
LTC, WTC, DPS
I: Places We’ve Saved Navigation Noodle in the Mojave National Preserve: Join us for our annual journey
through this jewel of the Mojave, now preserved under the California Desert Protection Act as a result of the efforts
of Sierra Club activists and others. An intermediate x-c navigation dayhike workshop will be conducted out of a
carcamp in the pinyon and juniper forests of the Mid Hills. Potluck and social on Sat, also for those arriving early on
Fri. Send sase/email to Leader: Virgil Shields. Assistant: Harry Freimanis.
♦ MAY 20-21
SAT-SUN
LTC, SPS, DPS, SMS
M/E: Sierra Snow Checkoff/Practice: For M&E candidates wanting to check off leadership ratings or others who
wish to practice new techniques. Restricted to SC members with some prior basic training with the ice axe. Send
SC#, climbing resume, 2 sase or email, H&W phones to Leader: Nile Sorensen. Co-Leader: Doug Mantle.
JUL 22
SAT
DPS, WTC
I: Charleston Pk (11,915’), Mummy Mtn (11,528’): ...our second annual. A mere 45 minutes from the Las Vegas
Strip awaits an alpine forest offering a wealth of Aspens, gnarled Bristlecone pines and enormous ridge top views.
This truly is one of the most beautiful hikes you’ll ever do. We’ll head up the South Loop Trail and down via the
North Loop, picking up Mummy Mtn. off trail on the way down encompassing 19 miles and 4600’ gain. This will be
a long, strenuous day. Camp Fri. and/or Sat. nights and Sunday’s all yours to explore, gamble or beat the crowd back
to L.A. Send 2 sase or email (preferred), conditioning, experience, H&W phones and rideshare info to Leader: Wayne
Vollaire (avollaire@adelphia.net). Assistant: Edd Ruskowitz.
♦

OUTINGS CHAIR
On May 3rd, at The Reef in Long Beach, we will enjoy a presentation on canyoneering by Tom
Jones at the annual DPS Banquet. My own limited canyoneering experience started after my first
climb of Navajo Mountain. Denied an overnight permit for the Pariah, we opted for a dayhike
into the Buckskin Gulch in southern Utah. Hiking down a desert wash from the Wire Pass trailhead, I wondered, “Where’s the canyon?” Shortly the wash narrowed, the walls steepened to
vertical then overhanging, and suddenly we were in the slot canyon. Descending the narrow passage, I marveled at the dimensions of the sandstone defile, attempting at one point to suspend
myself between the walls by my wide shoulders with feet dangling off the floor. After a time we
reached the Buckskin and after a short rest, turned down canyon. Then came the first test of our
will. At a narrow point in the canyon, stretching from wall to wall, was a puddle of soupy, foul
smelling mud. Not to be deterred from a grand adventure, we donned sandals and waded in,
emerging on the far side wearing monochrome, knee-high, mud-brown “socks”. The grime was
worth it, however, as beyond lay a marvelous world of sculpted, layered stone in fantastically
varied shades of orange, red, and white, changing with every twist and turn of the towering walls.
This is definitely a place to which I would like to return.
Hope to see you at the Banquet,
Dave Baldwin
DPS Outings Chair

COVER PHOTO: Moapa Peak. Photo by Dave Baldwin.

THE DESERT SAGE

6

March/April 2006

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR / ACTIVITY REPORT, January 31, 2006
Membership Summary
Type
Sustaining
Non-member
Member
Household
Sustaining Sub
Subscriber
Extra

Current
24
1
130
24
5
40
5

Inactive
8

George Quinn
4910 W. Outlook St.
Boise, ID 83703
208-343-2949

New Subscriptions

Membership Renewals
90
15
6
113

Dean & Pat Acheson
“Duke” Blakesley
Harry Brumer
Richard L. Carey
John R. Castel
David Comerzan
Totals:
229
232
Gary Craig
Sara Danta
Beth Davis
Activity Report
Ron Eckelmann
Robert Emerick
Achievements
Burton A. Falk
Emblem
Marcia Faulkner
Ron Eckelmann 10/18/2003 Montgomery Peak Peter K. Francev
Terry Flood
List Finish #6
Bruno Geiger
Doug Mantle
9/17/2005 Glass Mtn
Rich Gnagy
Robert Hethmon
Address Changes
Henry Heusinkveld
Sara Danta
Robert Hicks
9741 Reseda Blvd, Unit 46
Sue Holloway
Northridge, CA 91324
Gary James
818-349-6019
Frederick O. Johnson
Cliff Jones
Marcia Faulkner
Robert Kanne
5049 N. Varsity Ave.
Patty Kline
San Bernardino, CA 92407
John Lakey
909-213-0203
Barbara Lilley
Dove Menkes
Peter K. Francev
Robert Michael / George Quinn
13628 LaCuarta St.
Lynn Nebus
Whittier, CA 90602
Wayne Norman
562-665-2402
Bill Oliver
Peterfrancev@backpacker.com
Barbara Reber
Dave Reneric / Jan Brahms
Bruno Geiger
Daniel B A Richter
Brunoinge@msn.com
Don Ricker
John Ripley
Henry Heusinkveld
Carleton Shay
Epoch Assisted Living Res.
Bob Sumner
9201 Foster #315
Roger Weingaertner
Overland Park, KS 66212
David L. Welbourn
Jon (Jack) Wickel
Jon Inskeep
Ronald A. Young
inskeepsjs@yahoo.com

2 years
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
2 years
2 years
2 years
3 years
1 year
2 years
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
2 years
2 years
1 year
2 years
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year

Peter K. Francev
13628 LaCuarta St.
Whittier, CA 90602
562-665-2402
Peterfrancev@backpacker.com

1 year

George Quinn
4910 W. Outlook St.
Boise, ID 83703
208-343-2949

1 year

Sustaining Renewals
Robert Beach
2459 Escalante
La Verne, CA 91750-1136
Home: 909-596-6232
Rabeach4@juno.com

1 year

Paul Cooley
4061 Van Buren Place
Culver City, CA 90232-2827
Home: 310-837-4022
Work: 310-336-6129

2 years

Jim Fujimoto
1641 Wellesley Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90025-3631
Home: 310-820-9772
Work: 562-940-3824
jfujimot@earthlink.net

3 years

Gordon MacLeod
P.O. Box 1079
Simi Valley, CA 93062-1079
Home: 805-527-7703
GJMacleod@sc.com

1 year

Jim Throgmorton
13260 El Dorado Dr. #188-D
Seal Beach, CA 90740-3359
Home: 562-493-3454
J.throg@gte.net

1 year

SUBSCRIPTION REMINDER
If you haven’t already done so, please consider renewing your Sage subscription. Dues are $10 per year and multiple
year subscriptions are encouraged. If you feel even more compelled, the DPS offers a “sustaining” dues option ($20)
which delivers your Sage via first class mail. Send your check made payable to “DPS” to :

Ron Grau, 3700 Blue Gum Drive, Yorba Linda, CA, 92886
Include accurate address information. For your convenience, you may choose to use the order form on page 26.
THE DESERT SAGE
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DPS ANNUAL BANQUET
Planning is well underway for the Desert Peak Section’s Annual Banquet, and reservations are now being accepted.
The date is Wednesday, May 3, 2006, and the location, The Reef , 880 Harbor Scenic Dr., Long Beach. A no-host
bar is scheduled from 6:00 p.m. with meal service to begin at 7:00 p.m. and to be followed by presentations.
To reserve your place, send a $30 check per person (payable to the Desert Peaks Section) to Ann Perkins, 19050 Kilfinan Place, Northridge, CA 91326 (phone 818-366-7578) along with a SASE for your tickets. Indicate an entrée
choice (i.e., chicken, steak or vegetarian). Also, if reserving for more than one person, please indicate the full name of
each person.
Tom Jones, avid hiker and canyoneer, will present "Beyond the Angels: Secret Canyons of Zion and Beyond."
Canyoneer and photographer Tom Jones began his outdoor life swatting black flies in the White Mountains of New
Hampshire in the 1970's. "Graduating" to technical rock climbing in the 80's, he has climbed Yosemite's El Capitan
and 90% of Alaska's Mt. McKinley. After moving to Utah in 1991, he discovered the desert (WE IN THE DPS CAN
UNDERSTAND HOW AN EXPERIENCE LIKE THAT CAN TAKE OVER YOUR LIFE – RIGHT?) and the amazing canyons carved into the rock, and decided going down made much more sense than fighting gravity. He has
popularized technical canyoneering with the on-line guide "Tom's Utah Canyoneering Guide" and a soon-to-bereleased technical canyon guidebook to Zion National Park. He makes his home in Salt Lake City, Utah, and runs a
gear company, Imlay Canyon Gear, when not down in the canyons of southern Utah.
Please join us at the Desert Peaks Banquet and experience a little piece of the desert with its awe and mystery!

Rappel, Birch Hollow, Orderville Canyon

Rappel in Goose Creek

Rappel in Engelstead Canyon

Canyoneering
Water cutting through stone creates remarkable, intricate landscapes. In Utah, it creates canyons of a scale friendly to
human visitors. Canyons in Mexico and Europe feature caves, jumps and waterfalls. Exploring these places is called
canyoneering, and involves hiking, swimming, rappelling, and climbing; but also bushwhacking, thrashing through
narrow slots, plus hypothermia, heat stroke and dehydration. We worship these beautiful canyons, large and small,
technical and non-technical; we revere their pristine beauty, the adventure of finding out what is around the next
corner, the fun of solving problems without altering the landscape. Join us in visiting, and loving, these canyons.
Canyoneering - kind of like fun, only different.
“Canyoneering” and photos courtesy of Tom Jones. Web sites at:http://utahphotowild.com and http://canyoneeringusa.com
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DPS Annual Banquet
Wednesday, May 3, 2006
Presents
"Beyond the Angels:
Secret Canyons of Zion and Beyond"
A Hike Into The Unknown
by Tom Jones
Ticket Order Form
Mail checks payable to DPS and this form to:
Ann Perkins, 19050 Kilfinan Place, Northridge, CA 91326
(phone 818-366-7578) along with a SASE for your tickets

Name(s)___________________________________
Number of tickets ____ @ $30.00
Number of raffle tickets ____

Dinner Selections:
Chicken with Garlic and Thyme__ Sirloin Steak__ Pasta Primavera__

Location:
The Reef restaurant in Long Beach, 880 Harbor Scenic Drive

Time:
5:30 PM No Host Bar, 7:00 PM Dinner

Raffle Items: 5 tickets for $3 ($1 each at the door)
Serigraph by Edna Erspamer
Watercolor painting by Elaine Baldwin
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Letters - Old Woman Statue History
I enjoyed reading the description of the first ascent of Old Woman Statue in the Sage, #300. Dick played down the
arduous task of hand drilling the bolt placements up the blank face over two days. The fourth member of the team
was my dear friend Steve Rogero. Steve lived in Lancaster, not Palmdale. The two of us worked for JPL at Edwards
Air Force Base. I can still remember Steve's description to me of the climb. Dick has told me he thinks it was March
1972. Steve, Arky Erb, and I made many climbs together, several with their wives, Bunny Rogero and Ruth Erb. We
were all active members of the DPS and SPS.
Steve died of cancer in 1986. He was just 53. - Jon Inskeep
———————————————————————————————————————————————
I first heard about Old Woman Statue on a Smatko scheduled DPS peak bagging trip to the Mojave in Nov. 1968.
Since we were bagging things like Big Chief and the Little Piute Mts. in that area east of the Old Woman Mts., it was
inevitable that the campfire conversation got around to things like Old Woman Statue and later Piute Monument, both
of which were supposedly unclimbed at the time. It all sounded interesting to me.
Later when I heard that OWS had finally been climbed, I asked Arky about it, and he gave me a short song and dance
about taking a case of beer out and spending two days hanging in slings, drilling bolt holes. He also said I shouldn't
have any trouble if I took some quarter inch hangers.
This was during the time Paul Lipson was trying to bag all the named summits including all obscure benchmarks in
San Bernardino County, so it wasn't hard to put together a small group to take a look. On March 22, 1975, four of us,
Paul, Fred Bode, John Hart, and I marched through some foul weather up that canyon on the east to the statue. The
wind was awful, blowing sand and such into our faces and blowing the rope out sideways. John and I made it up to
the bolt ladder on the summit boulder and then gave it up. The next day we did something easy; we went to the
summit of the Ship Mountains.
We returned later that spring. On May 10, we all wandered up North Iron BM and on May 11, 1975, John and I
climbed OWS while Fred and Paul watched.
It was a hot day, there were active rattlers in the wash on the way to the statue. We didn't mess around much climbing
to the bolt ladder; we threw a rope through that little notch at the top of the first pitch and anchored it on the other
side. We had to drill and replace two of the bolts. I shudder to think about it now - little short quarter inch bolts - just
bash 'em in - no sleeves or epoxy or anything - I wonder how we all managed to get this old.
There was some sort of mickey mouse register on top of the summit boulder, and we were disappointed to find that
we had done a third ascent rather than the second we had hoped for. John, as was his way, took notes about the
previous ascents in a little notebook he carried for such things. It was in character; he was a librarian at Loma Linda
as I recall. He did the same thing when he and I did one of the early ascents of Montezuma’s Head in southern
Arizona and he later mailed me a list of previous ascents. I did take a couple of slides.
A year and a half later, I moved to Reno. Perhaps a year or so after that, I received a postcard from Fred, saying that
he had made it to the top of OWS. I still have the card in my files; I think it has the date of that ascent on it. I don't
know as a fact, but I strongly suspect Lipson was involved. It might be interesting to see what is in his climbing
records if they still exist. - Darryl Kuhns

Doug Mantle’s List Finishes
#6
#5
#4
#3
#2
#1
THE DESERT SAGE

9/17/2005
3/3/2003
11/6/1999
10/17/1992
10/8/1983
9/26/1976
10

Glass Mtn
Pico Risco
Bridge Mtn
Pleasant Pt
North Guardian Angel
Waucoba Mtn
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Special DPS Awards
Some years ago Randy Bernard saw the need to acknowledge the contributions of members who go out of their way
to support and forward the activities of the Desert Peaks Section. He proposed giving what is now the Service Award,
that was placed on the ballot and has since become part of our by-laws, that the Management Committee annually
consider giving that award to a deserving recipient.
For several years now the Management Committee has felt the need to acknowledge more contributions to our
activities than can be accomplished by the Service Award. Thus two more awards were created: one the Bill T.
Russell Mountaineering Award, to acknowledge those who are outstanding mountaineers and who contribute with
their practical and useful information about desert climbing, and the other the Fran Smith Lifetime Achievement
Award, that has enabled the Committee to acknowledge those who have accomplished a lifetime of outstanding
leadership. The Fran Smith family made generous contributions to the DPS as a memorial to Fran, and the
Management Committee decided to utilize a portion of those funds for this award.
The Management Committee would now like to ensure the continuity of all three of these awards by placing the Bill
T. Russell award and the Fran Smith award into the by-laws alongside the Service Award as an annual consideration
for future Management Committees. In this way we hope to continue the concept and practice of the acknowledgment
of our future leaders and contributors. We feel this is right and proper, and will also keep the memories of Bill T. and
Fran Smith alive.
The Management Committee

Press Release
NEW BOOK FROM SPOTTED DOG PRESS
Favorite Dog Hikes In and Around Las Vegas
1-893343-10-3 288 pp $15.95
Pub Date: January 7, 2006
Published by Spotted Dog Press Inc.
2399 N Sierra Hwy. Bishop CA 93515-1721
800-417-2790
http://www.spotteddogpress.com
Authors: Megan Lawlor & Wynne Benti
Favorite Dog Hikes In And Around Las Vegas is the guide to over 100 of our favorite dog-friendly dayhikes and
walks. There’s something here for everyone, from super easy to all day hikes: Calico Basin, Cold Creek, Desert
National Wildlife Refuge, Spring Mountains, Kyle Canyon, Deer Creek, Harris Road, Lee Canyon, Goodsprings
Mining District, Lake Mead NRA, Mountain Springs, Red Rock NCA, Spring Mountain Ranch, Valley of Fire, offleash dog parks and a pattern for making your own dog hiking boots! Included are driving instructions, K9 water, trail
descriptions with mileages and estimated round-trip completion times, difficulty ratings, on-leash or off-leash
designations and more!
Native Las Vegan, Megan Lawlor, has hiked wild Las Vegas with her dogs since she was a child. A member of one
of the oldest families in Nevada, she is the daughter-in-law of one of Las Vegas’ first outdoor columnists.
Wynne Benti, author of Favorite Dog Hikes In and Around Los Angeles and coauthor Climbing Mt. Whitney, has
guided people and their dogs in the backcountry for twenty years. Benti cofounded the K9 Hiking Committee in the
Sierra Club’s largest chapter and has hiked more than 400 mountains in Nevada and the southwest, many with her
dogs. She conducts dog hiking clinics at REI and has done several booksignings, donating proceeds from sales of
Favorite Dog Hikes In and Around Los Angeles to animal shelters like the Pasadena Humane Society.
That's one happy dog!
Two year-old Rosy the cattle dog (pictures on the cover) was featured in the 8/9/2005 LA Times OUTDOOR feature
article on hiking with your dogs! She has climbed White Mountain Peak 14,256' , Charleston Peak, Mummy
Mountain, Orocopia Mountain and many others. She is pictured above on Trail Canyon (Spring Mountains), in Calico
Tank (Red Rock NCA) and at Wheeler Spring (Blue Diamond) with the Red Rock Wave!
THE DESERT SAGE
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In Memoriam
When I heard that Ernie Spiehler died recently, all kinds of memories flooded my mind. I heard of Ernie’s reputation
when I was hiking in the 1970’s, although his skill at climbing in the Sierra was something that was out of my league
so we didn’t cross paths.
We did cross paths when I was up to my antics with the DPS lists. I can’t recall which trip I met him on, but I
remember some of the wonderful times we had. Probably the most memorable time was when he and Neal Scott met
me in the spring of 1998 for a climb of Sombrero. It was the Chili Cookoff weekend, and Ernie, Neal and I jumped
the gun by doing Sombrero that rainy Saturday morning. It was also the weekend that a dear friend of mine died, and
Ernie and Neal watched and smiled as I placed yellow daffodils on top of the peak in her memory.
Another vivid memory was Ernie with his video camera. Because of him, I have an incredible record of my 1998 list
finish. Ernie was there, recording most everything and everybody, which was his style. Besides the wonderful gift of
the videotape, Ernie also gave me this wooden ice axe that he had used in the Sierras.
I remember Ernie playing on his harmonica on top of Turtle with Ted, Jeanette, Neal and I. He always had it at his
fingertips and ready to play. It ALWAYS made folks smile.
Probably the thing that makes me smile most when I think of Ernie is remembering him as we were near the cars on
many climbs. Ernie would say, “See you later – I’m looking for Chuckwallas…..or rosy boas….or green Mojave
rattlers.” May you find loads of critters wherever you are, Ernie! You’ll always be in our thoughts.
Linda McDermott
———————————————————————————————————————————————
This is the tiny obituary from the Orange County Register newspaper:
“Ernest John Spiehler, 68. of Newport Beach, a retired computer programmer, died Jan.2, 2006, of Lou Gehrig's
disease. Arrangements by Neptune Society of Orange County, Costa Mesa. Survivors: Wife, Vina; sister: Dorothy
Delpit.”
Ernie and I climbed in the Sierras together more than 30 years ago. Time passed before we met again at Linda
McDermott's list finish. We discovered that we lived near each other, and were able to hook up many times to hike
locally. Our big DPS adventure was climbing Big P from the west. I was able to introduce Ernie to many botany
friends, and this became his biggest interest during the past five years. He and I went to Death Valley just this past
spring (in April) to see the wildflowers, and he did not know of the ALS at that time - only suspected it.
Here's to many fond memories of times with Ernie!
Ron Jones

Atop Sombrero Peak, March 1998. Maggie (Linda’s dog),
Ernie, Linda, and Neal Scott.

THE DESERT SAGE

Ernie playing his harmonica in Utah, 2002.
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Trip reports from scheduled DPS outings and private trips to
any peaks or areas of interest to
Sage recipients are welcomed and encouraged.
Please refer to the back cover for
CORRESPONDENCE submission details.
Next submission deadline is APRIL 8, 2006.
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assist it with reproduction. The clumps of spines made
my hand look like a porcupine. "Get two sticks," I
shouted to Richard, after I stopped screaming.

QUAIL MTN, CHUCKWALLA MTN,
SPIRIT MTN
December 2005
By Debbie Bulger

I'm sure it hurt Richard more than it hurt me. He does
not enjoy inflicting pain. As he pulled out each cholla
joint (numerous clumps on my right hand and one
clinging to my butt), I screamed. Finally I decided to
climb up to where Jackie was listening and have her
continue the de-stickering with tweezers.

hile the coast was inundated with pouring rain,
Richard Stover, Jackie Stroud, and I spent a dry
Christmas week photographing Joshua trees, watching
birds and climbing peaks. After warming up with a hike
beside flowing water in delightful Pipes Canyon, we set
off to climb Quail Mountain, the highpoint of Joshua
Tree National Park. Hiking 13 miles round trip and
climbing 2,400 feet didn't leave time to stop and explore
the remains of an old-time miner's cabin. So we'll just
have to return.

Jackie complied, but Richard remained behind. He had
decided the ridge was too exposed for his comfort. This
bit of easy third class was a surprise since most
descriptions of Chuckwalla describe it as first or second
class. My DPS directions read, "Follow the wash ... to
the summit ridge, turn right for a short walk to the top."
Were we off route, or do most climbers consider the
narrow ridge a "walk"?

We chose to approach Quail from the Quail Springs
Picnic Area although several other routes (all about the
same length) are possible. To our surprise, the bobbing
heads of early-blooming Mohave aster greeted us as we
ascended. A fierce wind blew most of the day. We
returned down a fun wash with 5-10 foot dry waterfalls.

On the summit Jackie and I had another shock. There
was the roar of a plane and a loud noise. Smoke rose
from the southwest a short distance away. Although the
map indicated an "aerial gunnery range," I was not
prepared to be bombed! After requisite photo taking and
register signing, we rejoined Richard and returned to the
truck. Jackie left to return to Joshua Tree, and Richard
and I headed for a motel in Blythe to soak my hand.

We camped for three nights in J-Tree's Black Canyon
Campground and were delighted by visits from
Gambrel's quail and a bold cactus wren. At night we
were serenaded by coyotes and owls despite the
campground's location in the suburbs. On the last day we
hiked up easy Warren Peak from our campsite and then
drove to the BLM Corn Springs Campground just west
of the park.

We spent the next day leisurely driving to Christmas
Tree Pass. We stopped to watch birds along the Colorado
River, saw golden eagles, an American kestrel, a

Our plan was to climb Chuckwalla. We had
unsuccessfully attempted this peak, (often used as a list
finisher by the DPS) last year. Although Chuckwalla has
a reputation for being easy, we were forced to bail last
year, got caught in a flash flood and ended up running
over our camp stove which we abandoned by the side of
the road as it was leaking gas. We were seeking
atonement by returning to the scene of the crime to pick
up our litter and of course, bag this peak. The camp stove
was gone. Perhaps highway workers or maybe a thrifty
camper had picked it up.
The peak was still there, however, and we started up the
traditional DPS route. After leaving the canyon, as I was
scrambling up the ridge on loose rock, I slipped, and my
hand fell into a welcoming cholla looking for someone to
THE DESERT SAGE

Debbie Bulger climbing the rib on Spirit. Credit: Richard Stover.
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roadrunner. But our biggest surprise was Oatman,
Arizona. This little settlement has discovered how to
attract tourists. The mines are no longer viable, there is
no industry. But they have an abundance of burros.
There are burros in the street, burros on the wooden
sidewalks, burros sticking their noses into car windows
and back pockets. Mama burros, grandpa burros, fuzzy
little babies. The vendors sell carrots, and t-shirts and
whirligigs. We bought a whirligig. Most weird was the
uniquely American entertainment: two guys pretending
to shoot each other in the street.
On to stupendous Spirit Mountain. After some initial
confusion about which faint dirt road was the trailhead
(there are many and all are now staked as wilderness),
we set off. There is a parade of ducks leading to the
summit from the main wash. Normally, I hate ducks, but
this time I was glad to have them as we threaded our
way among barrel cacti. Although the distance is only
about 1.5 miles as the crow flies, the switchbacking and
route finding make it longer. We took about 3 hours to
make the summit.

Atop Cerro Pescadores. Bob Hoeven, Dave Perkins, Sue Holloway, and Ron
Eckelmann. Sitting in front: Ann Perkins. Credit: Bob Hoeven.

park would be well-marked and easy to find but that
wasn’t the case. I arrived just before dark and the only
reason I figured out where to turn was because there
were some vehicles towing off-road vehicles and driving
on the road coming from the park. (There was no
signage indicating the park at all!) Since I had cell
phone service, I left my phone on which was a good
thing because about 6:30 or so Bob Hoeven called. He’d
been driving back and forth on Heber Road and couldn’t
find the park. I ended up driving back to Heber Road so
he could see where to turn in. After visiting a bit, Bob’s
friend and passenger, Ron Eckelmann, set up his tent and
we all retreated for the night as it was very windy. I left
my phone on, hoping that Ann and Dave Perkins would
call as they were to meet us at the park also. (Note: To
find the park, drive 8.3 miles east of the town of Heber
on Heber Road. Just before you get to a large grove of
trees, turn south on an easy to miss road. If you drive
over a canal, you’ve gone too far. The park would be
very noisy during the day but is a decent place to just
camp for the night before proceeding across the border at
Calexico.)

But where was the summit? As the ducks petered out
there were several third class gendarmes. I climbed one
and spotted the summit littered with the remains of an
old survey marker. But how to get there? We descended
a bit and then crossed over a 10-foot-high third class rib
to reach a clear path to the summit where we had good
views of the Colorado River.
For the remainder of our trip we explored the Mojave
National Preserve. The beautifully-restored Kelso Depot
is now open and is well worth visiting. We wandered
many sandy 4WD roads stopping frequently to see
Northern Shrike, Harris Antelope squirrel (including a
baby squirrel) and blooming desert verbena. We spied on
cottontails, black-tailed hares, coyote, lots of red-tailed
hawks, white crowned sparrows and more.
We quietly celebrated New Year's Eve Greenland time at
Hole in the Wall Campground.

Our pre-arranged departure time from the park was 6:30
a.m. and that’s when we finally connected with the
Perkins’ who actually had found the park but, in the
dark, passed the area where we were camping. Crossing
the border was quite easy and we used Doug Bear’s
driving instructions from when he climbed Pescadores
with another group in March 2003. (We all agreed that
the driving route he described was straightforward and
very easy to follow. The only thing we would modify is
that the turn-off from Hwy. 5 is 5-10 yards {rather than
50-100 yards} before Km post 22.) Since we all had
4WD, we drove another mile or so past the 2WD area
and started our climb from there.

CERRO PESCADORES and PICO RISCO
January 16-18, 2006
By Sue Holloway

A

few months ago I compared notes with several
other DPS members and found that we all
“needed” Pescadores and Pico Risco. We quickly
agreed on the date, marked our calendars and hoped that
weather issues wouldn’t force us to postpone our plans.
I looked at the Auto Club’s Imperial County map and
decided that we could spend Sunday night at Heber
Dunes SRVA near Calexico and caravan across the
border early Monday morning. I assumed that a county
THE DESERT SAGE

The route, as described in the peaks guide, went well and
our roundtrip time was 8 hours. (That included plenty of
14

March/April 2006

By 12:40 p.m. we headed off, with headlamps stashed in
our packs. In our haste, we took the bearing and headed
off without really carefully reading the instructions in
the guide. So, we got tangled up in the bushes a couple
of times and, after more effort than really necessary, we
got to the saddle where the peak comes in to view. From
there, we got to the saddle south of the peak and then
went up the ridge. Now, I’d done this peak before and it
certainly would have been helpful if I had remembered a
thing or two about this part of the climb but,
unfortunately, it was as if I was looking at the jumble of
boulders for the first time! I quietly slinked to the rear
of the group……. Dave and John explored a couple of
options while Bob tried yet another possibility and Ron a
fourth. It was now 3:30 and, even though the summit
was very close, it was far from being ‘in the bag’.
Finally, John found the key and we were all quickly at
the base of the summit block. After the step-across, we
didn’t spend much time on the summit block; we all just
signed the register and got down all the boulders. It was
a little after 4 p.m. when we were back at the saddle
south of the peak. From there we continued our descent
and then easily spotted the obvious ducked route that we

Pico Risco summit block. Credit: Bob Hoeven.

breaks and a lengthy lunch on the summit.) It was cold
and windy for most of the day so we were always trying
to find sheltered areas but at least heat wasn’t an issue.
Once we were back to the cars, we drove to the 2WD
parking area where there was a well-used fire ring. In no
time at all, Bob had a fire going and we were all
enjoying happy hour. Ann had made a big pot of chili so
we all enjoyed chili and cornbread for dinner later. It
was a beautiful evening….clear skies with the lights of
Mexicali twinkling in the distance and what seemed to
be a million stars overhead. There was virtually no wind
once the sun went down and that all made for a perfect
evening in the desert.
We were up bright and early Tuesday morning as we
were to meet John Strauch (who only needed Pico Risco)
and his friend, Cindy Couty, between 8-9 a.m. at the dirt
road turn-off in La Rumorosa. We had to stop for gas so
we were a few minutes late meeting them. We began the
long drive in to Rancho San Luis. For the most part, if
you follow the signs to the “Ponderosa”, you won’t go
wrong. Once you pass the “Ponderosa”, follow the signs
to Laguna Hanson and before you reach it, it’s easy to
see the well-marked turn-off to Rancho San Luis.
Though the drive in is long, the road is in excellent
shape.
Our plans were to climb Pico Risco “if we had time on
Tuesday”. Otherwise, we’d get up early Wednesday
morning and climb it then. Though we didn’t get to the
trailhead until noon, most of us were anxious to get the
peak climbed. So, we quickly took our food and
clothing donations to the family at the house and Dave
(who speaks a little Spanish) explained to them that we
were parked by the gate and wanted to camp there after
our hike. (Though I’m not sure they fully understood
what we were doing {not to mention why!}, they were
very grateful for the bounty of things we gave them and
we encountered no difficulties whatsoever while we
were there.)
THE DESERT SAGE

Sue Holloway's last steps up Pico Risco summit block. Credit: John Strauch.
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had missed on the way in. Our pace was fast as we were
all anxious to get back before it got totally dark and we
succeeded in that, reaching the cars at 5:30.
Around the campfire that night, we all had reason to
celebrate. John had now done all the Mexican peaks,
Cindy and Bob had climbed 2 of the 4 and Ron, Dave,
Ann and I had climbed 3 of the 4. We enjoyed another
beautiful evening of good food and conversation after a
successful climb.
The next morning we left at 8 a.m. for the close to 3 hour
drive back to La Rumorosa. From there we continued in
a caravan to Tecate and it only took us a few minutes to
all get across the border though the officials did inspect
inside the Perkins’ camper.

John Strauch, Cliff Jones, Bob Hoeven, Anne Rolls with Mopah in background.
Credit: Sue Holloway.

My thanks to everyone for such a great trip!

the chute and it was even more awkward for me than the
ascent. Finally, I made it down and joined the group for
lunch.

MOPAH PT and PINTO MTN
January 28-29, 2006
By Sue Holloway

I had estimated 7 hours for the climb and we got back at
the cars at 2:29 p.m. (Boy, do I know this group or
what?) By 3, we were driving out as I wanted to camp
closer to the Pinto trailhead. When Gary and I led
Spectre and Quail in December, we camped at a great

T

he usual cast of characters gathered Friday night at
the Mopah trailhead……Bob Hoeven, Cliff Jones,
Anne Rolls, John Strauch and me. The plan was
to be ready to hike by 7:30 Saturday morning so we
didn’t have to be in any particular rush to get ready
before retiring for the night.
You look at Mopah from the trailhead and you think “no
way” but I assured everyone that I’d climbed it once and
it really wasn’t as hard as it looked. Unlike Pico Risco
that a couple of us had climbed the week before, the
route on Mopah was easy to follow. Once we reached
the first “obvious notch” that the guide mentions, the
route was well ducked. When we got to the first 3rd class
area, we spotted a sling but there was no need to use it as
the climbing was pretty easy. It was the narrow, steep
chute that caused us some delay. To me, it was
awkward….both getting my body up to the notch at the
top and then getting my pack off to pass it through to the
other side and then squeeeeezing through. (I’m quite
certain I was far more graceful when I climbed it in
1999.) Here I got out my rope and, while I belayed her,
Anne quickly got up the chute and through the notch. At
that point, we were all looking at the crux move. We
decided to leave our packs at this point before
proceeding. Cliff, John, Bob and I made the climb; we
belayed Anne and then all continued quickly to the
summit.
It was a beautiful day and we were
disappointed we’d left the cameras in our packs. We
signed the register and, after resting for a bit, we started
our descent. Both Anne and I wanted a belay for the
down climb of the crux and then I belayed Anne when
she climbed back down the chute. I was last going down
THE DESERT SAGE

Cliff Jones spotting Bob Hoeven on a down climb on Mopah.
Credit: Anne Rolls.
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on section-sponsored trips as so many of the DPS peaks
just aren’t led. It’s getting connected with others of a
similar mindset and interest in these peaks and then
planning private trips that will get you through the list.
My thanks to these special friends for joining me on
these adventures!

SLICKROCK TO TUNDRA:
UTAH'S LA SAL MOUNTAINS
MANNS PEAK (12,272')
MT. TOMASAKI (12,000+')
July 2005
By Bob Michael

Enroute to Mopah. Credit: Anne Rolls.

W

hat better way to cap off four glorious hot red
days in Cataract Canyon than with a cool green
peak climb? The La Sals are the perfectlyplaced mountains that hover in the middle distance like
great heaps of vanilla soft-serve behind the classic
winter shots of Delicate Arch, arguably the world's most
improbable rock formation (that a whole mountain of
sandstone could crumble away to nothingness, leaving
only THE HOLE THAT WAS IN IT!). The La Sals are
not desert peaks in the true sense; like Ruby Dome,
Wheeler and Humphreys, they're located in desert but
not of the desert. Scenically and ecologically, they're a
western outlier of the Colorado Rockies.

place just off SR 62 (about a mile east of the Spectre
road and on the north side of the highway) and that’s
where we were heading to camp tonight. It took us
about an hour to get there and we quickly got set up, a
fire going and happy hour food out. We took out our
calendars and planned a few more trips and, generally,
enjoyed another beautiful evening in the desert.
Sunday morning, John headed back to San Diego as he’d
already climbed Pinto and had a big hike scheduled for
Monday. Cliff, Bob, Anne and I proceeded to Joshua
Tree National Park and parked at the parking area for
Pinto. (Note: The mile markers, at least on the northern
approach don’t exist but the mileage in the guide is
accurate. Also, there appears to be no requirement to
sign in at the registration box unless you are camping
overnight.)

Like the other high mountains of southeast Utah
(including Navajo), they were formed by shallow postLaramide (younger than the Rockies) igneous intrusions
that punched up through the thick stack of flat-lying
Plateau sedimentary rocks, shoving them aside and
doming them up. The present layout of the La Sals is a
reflection of the three intrusive complexes that formed
them, arranged along a north-south axis. South Mountain
looks north across La Sal Pass to the central group,
which includes the three highest peaks: 12,721' Mount

We started hiking across the desert flats about 8:40 and
reached the summit around 11:30 where we took a long
lunch. I did Pinto by myself when I climbed it the first
time and I thought it wasn’t memorable just because I
was alone. Well, here I was on the summit again. This
time with friends and it still wasn’t memorable. The
others agreed with me that, except for being in lovely
Joshua Tree, Pinto isn’t worthy of much. Two in the
group commented they couldn’t imagine doing the DPS
list twice, if only because that meant they’d have to
climb Pinto again! (Note to self: Good point; reconsider
priorities.)
For variety (and to spice things up), from the ridge we
descended the steep, rocky slope and then the major
wash that the guide talks about. By 2:30 we were at the
cars again. Bob and Anne left first as they had a long
drive ahead of them though Cliff and I weren’t too far
behind. Our drive home was uneventful and, hopefully,
it was for the others as well.

Manns Peak rises beyond a lush aspen-fringed meadow.
Burro Pass trailhead just to the north. Credit: Bob Michael.

Unlike the HPS, you just cannot finish this list by going
THE DESERT SAGE
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Peale, highest point on the Colorado Plateau, which I
wrote up for the SAGE in the late seventies; Mt.
Mellenthin and the handsome glacial horn of 12,483' Mt.
Tukuhnikivatz, the subject of a chapter in Desert
Solitaire. Broad Geyser Pass separates the middle from
the north group, a cluster of summits in the low 12,000'
range which form the backdrop to the rock climbers
nightmare of the Fisher Towers. I explored this northern
group in early July.

just headed straight up onto the broad southwest ridge of
Manns through the remnants of a snow cornice. In the
tundra above timberline I wandered in enchantment in
Elysian fields of purple polemonium -- more polemonium
in one place than I have seen all the rest of my life put
together. This alone was worth the price of admission.
The class 1 ridge leads directly to the summit of Manns,
an unusually pleasant and comfy place for a high-altitude
meditation. 12,331' Mt Waas, highest of the northern
group and summit of Grand County, Utah, rises
tantalizingly out of reach beyond cirque headwalls. There
is a fine view to the east of the lower end of the Dolores
River canyon just before its confluence with the
Colorado. There should have been great views of Arches
and Canyonlands. Unfortunately, my climb coincided
with the huge forest fires around St. George, and the
views, especially to the west, were washed out by purplebrown smaze.

I drove to Geyser Pass at 10,500' to start my climb. This
saddle is reached by a good dirt road which splits off to
the east from the paved La Sal Mountain Loop which
turns off US 191 south of Moab. Luckily for me, a 4WD
had recently busted through some big drifts across the
road near the pass or my 2WD truck would have never
made it...on the second of July! Both my guidebook and
the topo suggested that the road deteriorated to 4WD
beyond the summit, so I left my truck at the indicated
This was one of those rare summer days in this country
spot.
without a cloud; I always feel like I'm getting away with
It was a grand day for man AND mosquito on the Pass;
something when I'm lounging on a summit at 2:30 in the
chemical defenses were frantically applied. (Bugs quickly
afternoon in monsoon country in July when by all rights I
dropped away with altitude.) I started down the
should be running in terror from lightning. I finally
marginally 4WD road towards the Burro Pass trailhead,
motivated myself to start down the southeast ridge of
losing at least 300 feet. (Don't you just HATE climbs that
Manns, over an 11,947' bump and down to an 11,600'
begin with an elevation loss?) After about a mile, a
saddle, a little over a mile to Japanese-sounding 12,000+'
definitely 4WD road branches north in a big aspenMt Tomasaki. The upper part of the northwest ridge of
fringed meadow vibrating with the essence of the color
Tomasaki was the “crux” of the day's ramble; it is very
green. The spur road segues to trail in a copse of spruce.
steep and loose chiprock talus, almost at the angle of
A mile or so further takes you to the top of 11,600' Burro
repose in spots. The igneous rock of the La Sals tends to
Pass. (This year the trail was still partly buried in
weather into broken angular plates like shattered roof
avalanche debris at its upper end.)
tiles; I remembered this ankle-threatening stuff from my
You can't always trust the USGS. The topo shows a Peale climb of over a quarter century ago. A vague,
“trail” that cuts up the southeast flank of Manns Peak intermittent use trail helps somewhat. With the longest
from just south of the Pass, angles straight across some days of the year and bombproof weather, I hung out on
improbably steep terrain , and then just ends in the middle top until 5! At last I descended straight down to the Burro
of nowhere. Nothing remotely resembling this “trail” Pass trail from the south side of the 11,600' gap on a route
exists. I wasted a little time sidehilling looking for it, then (Continued on Page 25)

Looking southeast towards Mt Tomaski from Manns Pk along the traverse route..
Credit: Bob Michael.

THE DESERT SAGE

Looking north towards Mt Waas from the top of Manns Peak.
Note sharp platy talus, typical of this range. Credit: Bob Michael.
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La Sal Mountains area map
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La Sal Mountains topo map
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Manly’s 1887 “From Vermont to California”
serialization and his book Death Valley in ’49,
published seven years later.
Indeed, the Johnsons found several contradictions
between the two works, noting “it is disconcerting to
reject one of Manly’s statements and accept another on
the same subject.” And although most of the differences
were of minor importance, some were major. For
example, in “From Vermont to California,” Manly, in
describing his and Rogers’ return trip with supplies,
writes, “We had to try a new pass in the last range (the
Panamints), for the way we came over could not be
crossed by a dog, let alone our horses. We tried a
canyon further south. This was new to us.” This
information was not included in his latter Death Valley
in ’49.
Other differences convinced the Johnsons that Death
Valley in ’49 was edited by a woman. The description
of a Mojave Desert trail, for instance, in “From
Vermont to California” notes that “the ground was
very soft and light as snuff”—a masculine description if
there ever was one, whereas in Death Valley in ’49, the
soil became “dirt finer than the finest flour”—a feminine
touch for sure. Another example occurs when Manly, in
his earlier, serialized work, describes a water source in
Soledad Canyon as a “babbling brook,” while the same
water source is described in his book as “a beautiful little
running brook of clear pure water, singing as it danced
over the stones, a happy song and telling us to drink and
drink again…” Yeah, sure—those were the exact
thoughts of that hard scrabble ‘49er, William L. Manly,
who in his unedited letters often used “whars” and
“thars.”
Because of the importance of “From Vermont to
California,” the Johnsons have included the full text of
those portions covering Manly’s travels from Ash
Meadow, NV to Los Angeles. In fact, the authors prefer
the serialized version to the book “because the
spontaneous flow of words written under the pressure of
a monthly deadline is more representative of Manly’s
true feelings, reflections and memories.” Escape From
Death Valley also includes Rogers’ brief account of the
trek, beginning in Hobble Creek, UT, as published in the
April 26, 1894 edition of the Merced Star; a portion of
Louis Nusbaumer’s (the German emigrant who was with
the Bennett/Arcans at the Long Camp) journal, and the
pertinent letters of the Rev. James Brier, whose family
exited Death Valley via Emigrant Wash, and who later,
on the same trail, preceded “the boys,” between the
Argus Range and Southern California.
Regarding the exit routes, the Johnsons concur with
Wolff that the day after the Bennett/Arcans failed in
their attempt to haul their wagons up Warm Springs
Canyon, Manly and Rogers climbed into the Panamints
via the same route. On the first night, “the boys” made it
to Arrastre Spring high on the north side of Butte Valley,

BurtFalk@aol.com

BOOK REVIEWS
ROUTES OF THE FORTY-NINERS, PART II
Escape From Death Valley (1987)
by LeRoy & Jean Johnson
Death Valley ‘49er Trails (2004)
by B.G. Olesen

E

scape From Death Valley, LeRoy & Jean
Johnson’s well-documented, well-mapped work
appeared on the scene in 1987, thus shedding
considerable new light on the ‘49er exit route quandary.
The inspiration for the 206 page, large format book
occurred fourteen years earlier in 1973, when LeRoy,
who was planning to retrace Manly and Rogers’ route on
foot, found that the two works available at the time,
Wolff and Wheat, disagreed.
In their preface, the Johnsons, a husband and wife
team, note that following LeRoy’s 270-mile hike he
became determined—“some say obsessed”—in solving
“the riddle of the route (or routes),” and that, indeed,
“researching the route became a family passion that
consumed our vacations for over thirteen years.”
In words written no doubt by Jean Johnson, the preface
continues: “Because LeRoy is a trained researcher…(i)t
would not do for us to hike a canyon only once. Oh, no!
We hiked every canyon and many ridges on both sides
of the Panamint Range between Pleasant Canyon and
Goler Wash, every canyon and canyon branch on both
sides of the Slate Range in the Manly Pass area, and
every canyon in the Argus Range between Wilson and
Burro Canyons. Some were hiked five times. Only in
this thorough way could we confidently say a particular
canyon fit Manly’s descriptions better than any other
canyon.”
Because LeRoy, a qualified researcher, had full access
to the Bancroft and Huntington libraries and the National
Archives, the co-authors were able to delve deeply into
the pertinent literature. One of their most important
observations, however, concerned the very foundation
for any accurate reconstruction of the escape routes, i.e.,
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and the next morning they ascended a small hill, from
which they got their first look at what lie ahead. It was
then that they realized they were not on top of the Sierra
Nevada (which they could see 75 miles to the west) as
they had imagined, and realized that their journey would
take much longer than anticipated.
Manly and Rogers descended the west side of the
Panamints via Middle Park Canyon, crossed the
Panamint Valley Playa to the south, and ascended the
Slate Range via Fish Canyon, in which they camped the
second night.
The following day, January 17, they crossed the Slate
Range via Manly Pass, made a detour to Searles Lake,
thinking it contained fresh water, but after discovering it
didn’t, they climbed into the Argus Range via an
unnamed canyon, leading to Burro Canyon, by which
they descended the west side of the range.
Three weeks later, returning to Death Valley with two
horses, a mule and supplies, Manly and Rogers ascended
the Argus Range via Deadman Canyon, descended via
Wilson Canyon, and ascended the Panamints’ western
slopes via Redlands Canyon, where, although their small
mule managed to scramble up a precarious pitch along
one side of a dry waterfall, they were forced to abandon
their horses. Once in Butte Valley, the boys descended
the east side of the Panamints by their outbound route,
i.e., Warm Springs Canyon, and continued on to the
Long Camp, where they were warmly greeted by the
Bennetts and Arcans. On February 11, 1850, on foot,
the entire group began their exit from Death Valley, first
ascending the Panamints by way of a short cut through
Galena Canyon, descending the range via Redlands
Canyon, in which they had to push their oxen (safely)
over the dry fall—a spot the Johnsons have dubbed “OxJump Fall”—crossing the Panamint Valley Playa, and
then ascending the Slate Range by way of Fish Canyon.
In order to reconcile the contradictory mileages
mentioned in Manly’s two accounts, the Johnsons
conclude that the long camp was actually at two
locations: “first at Eagle Borax Spring, then at Bennetts
Well.” As you will note in the following review, not
everyone agrees with this or other of the Johnsons’ exit
route conclusions.
Disagreements not withstanding, Escape From Death
Valley is an excellent effort. If you purchase only one
of the books reviewed herein, this is the one I suggest
you choose.

Valley and the routes that the ‘49ers forged through it.
His research culminated in 2004 with the publication of
an 184 page large format book, containing 53 excellent
color photographs and eleven topographic route maps.
To summarize, Olesen believes that the Bennett/Arcan
long camp, which he calls “Flowing spring,” was located
south of both Eagle Borax Spring and Bennetts Well, at
the base of the alluvial fan at the mouth of Johnson
Canyon, a spot that he believes fits Manly’s Death
Valley in ’49 description, i.e., “The second night (from
Travertine Spring) we found a good spring of fresh water
coming out from the bottom of the snow peak almost
over our heads. The small flow from it spread out over
the sand and sank in a very short distance and there was
some quite good grass growing around.”
In Olesen’s accompanying photographs, taken during
the spring of 1988, it is obvious that water has definitely
coursed through the area, and that there is an abundance
of brush growing—but, on the other hand, no grass or
vestiges of grass are visible. In e-mail correspondence
with Olesen, however, he states that his photographs
were taken in a dry year.
Olesen agrees with Wolff and the Johnsons that “the
boys” initially left Death Valley by way of Warm
Springs Canyon. He then goes to great lengths to
explain why Manly never mentioned the canyon’s
springs in his accounts, his (Olesen’s) conclusion being
based in part on Solar and Lunar Ephemeris for January
5, 1850—ten days earlier than Koenig and the Johnsons
believe the boys initially left Death Valley—which
indicate that on that particular day in the Panamints
twilight occurred at 5:19 p.m., and the moonrise took
place at 1 a.m. In other words, Olesen believes the boys
passed the normally visible spring in the dark.
Returning three weeks later, and then again on their exit
with the Bennetts and Arcans, Manly and Rogers took
the Galena Canyon shortcut, a route which bypassed the
spring altogether.
After camping overnight somewhere near Striped
Butte, Olesen believes Manly and Rogers “probably”
continued directly over Manly Peak—which, as those of
you who have climbed that summit know, is highly
unlikely. ( Apparently Olesen confused meters—as
shown on his accompanying topo map—with feet,
stating it required only a 500 foot climb for the boys to
reach the top of Manly Peak, when in fact a gain of
2,200’ would have been necessary to reach the summit).
From there, “(c)ommon sense and first hand experience
leads to the belief that it would be much easier (for
Manly and Rogers) to travel down a boulder free ridge
rather than down a suspected rocky canyon…” on their
descent of west side of the Panamints.
Olesen believes that Manly and Rogers then headed
south around the end of the Panamint Valley mud flats,
crossed a “Little salt creek,” and climbed into the Slate

Death Valley `49er Trails (2004), by B.G. Olesen
The fifth foray into forty-niner fact finding was made by
B.G. Olesen, an aeronautical engineer whose passion is
the history of the western United States. Indeed, for a
quarter of a century now Olesen has been studying Death
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Range via a circuitous route somewhere south of Fish
Canyon.
Proposing yet another unconventional idea (the first
being the “Flowing spring” long camp concept), Olesen
hypothesizes that when Manly and Rogers returned three
weeks later, with two horses, a mule and supplies, they
ascended the Panamints via Goler Canyon.
Olesen backs up his theory with logic that, to me,
seems reasonable. Stating that “(t)here is considerable
evidence that the 1849-50 winter was a wet one” (and I
take his word for this) he deduces that the Panamint
Valley Playa itself would have been almost impossible
to cross (both men and pack animals would have sunk in
the mire), and, indeed, the cover photograph of Death
Valley `49er Trails shows deep footprints in the
otherwise smooth surface of the playa, confirming his
idea. “Forced to go around the mud flats at the south
end of Panamint Valley (on their return), the boys came
face to face with Goler Canyon…a big canyon and an
attractive way to attempt to cross the mountains
compared to climbing back up the face of the Panamint
Mountains or a less visible Redlands Canyon (the latter,
as you recall, being Wolff’s, Koenig’s and the Johnsons’
choice of a return route).
Although there is no “Ox-Jump Fall” now present in
Goler Canyon, Olesen believes there was one in 1850.
Indeed, it is his contention that erosion and mining
activity have substantially altered the nature of the
canyon over the intervening years, and cites Wolff, who
in his 1931 treatise Route of the Manly Party of 184950 in Leaving Death Valley for the Coast wrote, “a
few year ago a road traversed Goler Canyon from its
mouth to the head…now every trace has vanished…,
including a massive ramp, built to rise over the only fall,
and made of huge blocks blasted down from the
overhanging cliffs.”
The boys used the Galena Canyon cutoff both in
descending the east side of the Panamints, and again
when exiting Death Valley with entire party.
Death Valley `49er Trails also examines the exit
routes of the Brier family, and the Wade and Earhart
families—the latter two of whom probably left the
Bennett/Arcan long camp before the boys departed,
headed south out of Death Valley, joined the Old
Spanish Trail, and continued on to the settlements in
Southern California. One of the Wade wagons, in fact,
is thought to be the only such vehicle that survived the
Death Valley ‘49er experience
Another interesting feature of Olesen’s book can be
found in Chapter XXI, titled “Site Location Table,” in
which both GPS and Digitized USGS map coordinates
are provided for several important locations, including
Olesen’s “Flowing spring,” the camp site of Manly &
Rogers on their first night out, the spot where Manly &
Rogers crossed “Little salt creek,” Manly Falls in Goler
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Canyon, and the place where Rogers found Captain
Culverwell’s body, the only person known to have
died within the confines of Death Valley itself during the
1849-50 episode
For some inexplicable reason, Olesen doesn’t include
an index, an omission which makes a reviewer’s task
much more difficult
Death Valley ‘49er Trails is available for $50.00,
either by writing B.G. Olsen at 12051 Skyway Dr., Santa
Ana, CA 92705 or by contacting him at
olesen2@outdrs.net.

And a final word. Compiling the material for these two
pieces on the routes of the ‘49ers has been by far my
most interesting book review project to date. I‘d read
William L. Manly’s Death Valley in ’49 twice
previously, but after spending considerable more time
with him in regard to these articles, I’m newly amazed at
how accurate a journalist he was—and I stand in
renewed awe of his and John Rogers’ heroism. I also
come away admiring John Wolff, whose seminal work
on the routes of the ‘49ers, as compiled in the early
thirties, was ennobled by the fact that he did it all solo.
Carl Wheat and George Koenig also deserve a round of
applause, even though they were probably farthest off
base in their conclusions It’s nice to know that while
Wheat and Koenig didn’t always agree with Wolff, they
obviously respected him. It was an era of civility.
Later authors, however, have tended to snipe at one
another. In his book, Olesen rather tactlessly dismisses
the works of prior researchers, claiming “there are …
errors present in the published trail information…. [and]
the reader must understand however, that the trail
definitions and site locations set forth in this book are
more exact, detailed, and correct that those previously
published.” Of course, the Johnsons strongly disagree,
and they have subsequently posted a scathing review of
Olesen’s book on the website deathvalley.com/gold/
index.shtml, which, in fact, gets downright ugly.
For me, the subject matter, although interesting, ranks
fairly low in terms of world peace and universal
brotherhood. It’s hard to believe that such enmity can be
engendered over something that can never be settled to
everyone’s complete satisfaction. My advice would be
for both Olesen and the Johnsons to lighten up, and for
the rest of us to spend as much time as possible
wandering the magnificent deserts seeking routes to our
own personal mother lodes. Onward, inward, and
upward!
(“Routes of the 49ers” map on next page.)
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Western movie scenery of blood-red Castle Valley. I still
made it back to Moab in time for a surprisingly excellent
Mexican dinner. Except for the washed-out views, and a
few mosquitoes, I can hardly imagine a more perfect day
of desert Alpine peakbagging.

(Continued from Page 18)
that proved to be precariously steep towards the bottom;
I should have gone a little ways back up towards point
11,947' and descended to the west from there. I drove
out the truly spectacular north end of the La Sal loop
road, which descends into the archetypal Technicolor-

DESERT PHOTOS

Cuno Ranschau at Bedsprings Camp in the Inyos, May 8, 1971. Credit: Harry Brumer.

On Sheep Mtn with Martinez Mtn in the background. L-R, Mia Wang (kneeling), George Wysup, Bob Hoeven, Anne Rolls, Stephanie Glyden,
Spencer Berman, Ann Perkins, David Doucette, Wendy Doucette, Sara Danta. Credit: David Perkins.
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member of the DPS you must (1) belong to the Sierra Club (2) have climbed 6 of the 99 peaks on the DPS peaks list
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routes to listed peaks. Please DATE all submissions. Please indicate topo map names, dates and contour intervals.
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complexity. Email editor for details on submitting attachments and/or digital photo scans.
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