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column: “The desert and the DPS have greatly enriched
my life, not only with the magnificence of the desert and
challenge of peakbagging, but also with the many friends
and acquaintances I’ve made along the way. So, it is with
a spirit of gratitude that I reciprocate to the DPS by
Nearly twenty people serve you in elected or appointed serving as your Sage Editor.”
DPS Management Committee posts. The Sage Editor is
perhaps the most demanding of any of
Mark, your “debt” is repaid in full.
these positions. It demands attention
to detail, ability to meet deadlines,
creativity, computer skills, broad Bob Sumner took the reins as Sage Editor this fall. This
outdoors experience, diplomacy, and is his second issue as Editor, and I’m SURE that all
that most valuable of resources, time. contributors want to help him out by getting our
Our outgoing Sage Editor, Mark submissions made on time and in an acceptable format…
Adrian, displayed all of these see the back cover for information. I’d like to personally
attributes and more during his seven thank both Bob and Mark for the smooth and timely
years as Editor. On behalf of the transition of the editorial tasks, maintaining quality with
entire DPS, I thank Mark for his work no interruption in production schedule.
Their
on the Sage, maintaining its status as a commitment of time and energy toward serving the DPS
“must read” on the same day it arrives is most greatly appreciated.
in the mail.

CHAIR’S CORNER
by Gary Craig

While we’re on the subject of volunteerism, I’d like to
remind everyone that this is the time of year for seeking
out nominees for the DPS Management Committee.
Since it is likely that we will have fewer returning
candidates than open positions on the 2005 ballot, we
NEED members to step up for election to the
Management Committee, or to volunteer for the open
Conservation Chair position. This is critical from the
standpoint of maintaining compliance with Sierra Club
regulations and our own bylaws. Please consider making
the small commitment of time needed to fill these
positions next year, and contact me if you’re able to serve
in any capacity.

I first encountered Mark in cyberspace, reading his many
postings to various Internet message boards and mailing
lists. I remember thinking to myself that he must have
been working on a hiking guidebook or something,
seemingly having some sort of information to pass along
on most any topic being discussed. We’ve all come a
long way since then, and many in the DPS (outside of the
San Diego area, at least) “met” Mark upon reading his
first “Editor’s Chance” column in January 1998.
Initially, Mark served as both the Editor and the Mailer,
having to additionally deal with the post-production
chores of addressing and mailing more than 300 copies of
the Sage every other month. Since that time, Mark has
overseen the second-largest number of issues of any
Editor in our 64-year history (thanks to Charlie Knapke
for that nugget). But from the start, Mark approached the
task with a singular character. To quote from his first
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Gary
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explores the desert mountain ranges of California and the Southwest,
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and aids in the conservation and preservation of desert wilderness areas.
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TRIPS / EVENTS
JANUARY THROUGH JUNE 2005
JAN 22-23
JAN 29
FEB 12
FEB 19-20
FEB 26-27
MAR 5
MAR 12-13
MAR 19-20
MAR 26-27
APR 2-3
APR 9-10
APR 16-17
APR 30-MAY 1
MAY 14-15
JUNE 11-12

SAT-SUN
SAT
SAT
SAT-SUN
SAT-SUN
SAT-SUN
SAT-SUN
SAT-SUN
SAT-SUN
SAT-SUN
SAT-SUN
SAT-SUN
SAT-SUN
SAT-SUN
SAT-SUN

DPS
LTC,DPS,SPS
LTC,DPS,SPS
DPS
DPS
DPS,HPS
DPS
DPS
DPS
DPS
DPS
LTC,DPS,SPS,SMS
LTC,DPS,SPS
DPS
DPS

Sombrero Peak / Jacumba
Local Baldy Snow Practice
Local Baldy Snow Practice
Rosa Point / Indianhead
Canyon Point / Panamint Butte
Rosa Point
Granite Mtn #2 / Palen Mtn
Granite Mtn #1 / Old Dad Mtn
Tin Mtn / Dry Mtn
Desert Cabin Campout
Chili Cook-off / Black Butte / Chuckwalla
Sierra Snow Checkoff
Sierra Snow Checkoff
Mt Dubois / Mt Patterson
Charleston Peak / Mummy Mtn

All participants on Sierra Club outings are required to sign a standard liability waiver.
If you would like to read the Liability Waiver before you choose to participate, please go to:
http://www.sierraclub.org/outings/chapter/forms/
or contact the Outings Department at 415-977-5528 for a printed version.
JAN 22-23, 2005
SAT-SUN
DPS
I: Sombrero (4229’), Jacumba (4512’): Enjoy winter climbs of two easy peaks in Anza-Borrego State Park. Sat
climb Sombrero, class 2, 2100’ gain, 3 miles; drive to nearby campsite for famous DPS potluck. Sun climb Jacumba,
class 1, 1300’ gain, 2.5 miles. 4WD or high clearance vehicles necessary for the last five miles or so to the roadhead;
we’ll carpool as necessary at this point. Send email/SASE to Leader: Ann Perkins Assistant: Sue Holloway
♦ JAN 29, 2005
SAT
LTC,SPS,DPS
M/E: Local Baldy Snow Practice: Come review all aspects of snow climbing including rope travel, use of the ice
axe, and snow anchors. For anyone wishing to practice their skills or brush up on new techniques, especially for
aspiring M & E leader candidates. Restricted to SC members with prior experience with the ice axe. Lack of snow
may cancel. Send SC#, climbing resume and email address, H & W phones to Leader: Nile Sorenson, Co-Leaders:
Doug Mantle and Tom McDonnell
♦ FEB 12, 2005
SAT
LTC,SPS,DPS
M/E: Local Baldy Snow Practice: Come review all aspects of snow climbing including rope travel, use of the ice
axe, and snow anchors. For anyone wishing to practice their skills or brush up on new techniques, especially for
aspiring M & E leader candidates. Restricted to SC members with prior experience with the ice axe. Lack of snow
may cancel. Send SC#, climbing resume and email address, H & W phones to Leader: Nile Sorenson, Co-Leaders:
Tina Bowman and Tom Bowman
♦ FEB 19-20, 2005
SAT-SUN
DPS
I: Rosa Pt. (5000’+), Indianhead (3960’+): Climb Rosa on Sat (4800’ gain, 12 miles r.t.) with expansive Salton Sea
views followed by a tasty DPS potluck dinner to relax and enjoy Anza Borrego State Park. Loop hike on Indianhead
on Sun via Borrego Palm Canyon (parking fee), about two-thirds of Saturday’s effort. All vehicles OK both days.
Send email/sase to Leader: Gary Craig Co-Leaders: Greg Roach, Mirna Roach
♦ FEB 26-27
SAT-SUN
DPS
I: Canyon Point (5,890’), Panamint Butte (6,584’): Moderately strenuous day hikes in Death Valley. Saturday,
4700’ gain in 7 miles, and 3100’ gain in 5 miles on Sunday. Car camp with shared happy hour/dinner. Send SASE
with experience, conditioning to Leader: Larry Tidball. Co-Leader: Barbee Tidball.
♦ MAR 5
SAT
HPS, DPS
I: Rosa Point (5083’): Join us in this 14 mile, 4500’ gain, desert hike. Moderately paced but strenuous hike on
loose, steep terrain. Not recommended for beginners. Bring ten essentials, 4 liters of water minimum, snacks, lunch,
and lugsoles. Gaiters are recommended for protection from abundant cholla. Send email (preferred) or SASE, with
♦
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H & W phones, recent conditioning/hiking experience to Leader: Wayne Vollaire, avollaire@adelphia.net, 909-5449763, Assistant.: Karen Isaacson Leverich.
♦ MAR 12-13
SAT-SUN
DPS
I: Granite Mtn #2 (4331'), Palen Mtn. (3848'): The DPS explores the remotest portions of Riverside County on
this outing. On a pair of dayhikes we will ascend two peaks: Granite (2800', 6 mi., 7 hours) and Palen (2600' gain, 5
mi., 6 hours), both with class 2 climbing, fine views, and great company. An unsurpassed DPS potluck dinner awaits
participants on Saturday evening. Sandy road conditions make 4WD mandatory for all vehicles. Send email or sase
to Leader: Gary Craig. Co-Leader: Sue Holloway
♦ MAR 19-20
SAT-SUN
DPS
I: Granite Mtn #1 (6762'), Old Dad Mtn (4252'): Chairs of the Desert Peaks Section, both present and past, invite
you to join this "Old-Timers and New-Comers" hike in the Mojave National Preserve. Saturday climb Granite (2900'
gain, 5 hours), followed by a rousing campfire and potluck dinner in the grandest DPS style. Sunday pass through
historic Kelso and climb Old Dad Mtn. (1800' gain, 3 hours). Well behaved K-9’s welcome. Send email or sase to
Leader: Gary Craig. Co-Leader: Dean Acheson. Chairs/Honorary assistants: Karen Leonard, Edna Erspamer, Mary
Sue Miller, Dan Richter, John McCully, Ron Jones, Linda McDermott.
♦ MAR 26-27
SAT-SUN
DPS
I: Tin Mtn (8,953’), Dry Mtn (8,674’): Strenuous day hikes in Death Valley. 4200’ gain in 7 miles, and 5900’gain
in 12 miles respectively. Car camp with shared happy hour/dinner. Send SASE with experience, conditioning to
Leader: Larry Tidball. Co-Leader: Barbee Tidball.
♦ APR 2-3
SAT-SUN
DPS
O: Desert Cabin Campout: Desert car camp at the historic Osborn Cabin in the Argus Range. A relaxed social
outing with optional easy day hikes to explore the adjacent Argus Range Wilderness area. Well-behaved K-9’s
welcome. High clearance vehicles needed. SASE to Steve Smith for trip details. Leaders: Steve Smith, Dean and Pat
Acheson.
♦ APR 9-10
SAT-SUN
DPS
I: Chili Cook-off Challenge, Black Butte (4054’) & Chuckwalla (3446’) or Corn Springs Petroglyph Site:
Join us for the 13th Annual chili cooking and tasting event, held this year in the high desert in the Black Butte
vicinity at a 2wd site. If you make smokin’ spicy, Texas Style, Vegetarian, Traditional, or your own unique chili,
please share your talents with this crowd! You can cook or judge. Prizes are awarded based on several categories that
include presentation, heat levels and just plain good eating. Cooks come free, tasters are $5.00 each. Bring umbrellas
and tarps for shelters in case of rain. Saturday a.m. climb Black Butte: (1600’ gain, 3 mi RT from 4WD TH), aft and
eve chili cook-off. Sunday will be a climb of Chuckwalla (1600' gain, 3 mi RT from 2WD) for peak baggers or a
possible excursion to the Corn Springs petroglyph site for those interested in exploring. Send sase with $ for tasters,
H&W ph #s, carpool info and indicate whether you will be a cook or a taster to Reserv: Yvonne Jamison. Leaders:
Scot Jamison; Barbee & Larry Tidball
♦ APR 16-17
SAT-SUN
LTC, SPS, DPS, SMS
M/E: Sierra Snow Checkoff: Demonstrate your skills to receive an M or E snow checkoff or sharpen snow climbing
skills. Restricted to Sierra Club members with prior ice axe, crampon, rope training/experience. Email or send 2
sase, SC#, resume of snow climbing/training, H&W phones to Leader: Tom McDonnell. Co-Leader: Randall Danta.
♦ APR 30-MAY 1
SAT-SUN
LTC, SPS, DPS
M/E: Sierra Snow Checkoff: For M&E candidates wanting to check off leadership ratings. Practice available for
those wanting to brush up on new techniques. Restricted to SC members with some prior basic training with the ice
axe. Send SC#, climbing resume, 2 SASE or email, H&W phones to Leader: Nile Sorenson. Co-Leaders: Doug
Mantle, Duane McRuer.
♦ MAY 14-15
SAT-SUN
DPS
I: Mt. Dubois (13,559’), Mt. Patterson (11,873’): Climb Dubois from the east on Saturday, 5000’ gain, 9 miles
round trip, strenuous Class 2 (without snow). Sunday climb Patterson, 2000’ gain, 6 mi. round trip, class 1 without
snow from the east or west. Ice ax and crampons will be carried for the moderate slopes which may have snow.
Contact Leader: Ron Hudson. Co-Leader: Patty Rambert.
♦ JUNE 11-12
SAT-SUN
DPS
I: Charleston Peak (11,915'), Mummy Mtn. (11,528). Here's a slam-dunk for DPS Emblem aspirants! Climb the
two highest peaks in southern Nevada on this DPS outing. All hiking will be long, strenuous, high-altitude walks
(with some 2nd class scrambling on Mummy) so good conditioning is required. Fabulous views and camping await
the conquering heroes. Send email or sase w/cond/exper to Leader: Gary Craig. Co-Leader: Sue Holloway.

COVER PHOTO: Pahrump Point from the west (standard route). Photo by Gary Craig
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DEATH VALLEY ROAD UPDATE
Death Valley National Park Update, December 2004. Check the Death Valley website at www.nps.gov/deva for the
latest conditions.
California Highway 190… CLOSED from Furnace Creek east to Death Valley Junction (Hwy 127) due to flood damage. No access to Zabriskie Point, Dante’s View, or Echo and Hole-in-the-Wall canyons.
Artist’s Drive Road ……...CLOSED due to flood damage and debris.
Beatty Cutoff Road............CLOSED due to flood damage and debris.
Big Pine Road....................4x4 high clearance; signed as CLOSED by Inyo County road dept. Beware of trenches.
Saline Valley Road (N)......Signed as CLOSED by Inyo County road dept; 4x4 high clearance w chains; snow & ice.
Saline Valley Road (S)......Signed as CLOSED by Inyo County road dept; 4x4 high clearance; may require chains.
Titus Canyon Road............CLOSED due to flood damage. The lower end of the road to the canyon mouth is open.
All other park roads...........OPEN and in standard road conditions.

OUTINGS CHAIR
As you see in this issue of the Sage, we have many good trips listed for this winter and spring.
Thanks to all the leaders who submitted write-ups, and especially to those who lead many trips
each year; we rely on these people to keep our outings program going. For those experienced hikers who have enjoyed many of our trips, why not consider becoming a leader? The training program is fun and educational, and a broader base of leaders will enable us to offer a variety of outings, from exploratory to class 4 climbs. The training seminars, wilderness first aid, and navigation trips are all listed in the Schedule; the next deadline to watch for is March 19th, the last day
for application and payment for the April 2nd leadership training seminar. Looking forward to seeing you in the desert this winter and spring! -Ann

WEB WATCH
Desert USA: http://www.desertusa.com/
Mohave National Preserve: http://www.nps.gov/moja/
Tecopa Hot Springs: http://www.tecopahotsprings.org/

EDITOR’S COLUMN
It has been quite a while since I was a
newsletter editor. My last gig, for the SPS
as Echo editor, was back in 91 and 92. In
those days, editing a newsletter was
mostly about keeping the scissors handy
and a lot of scotch tape on hand. But
times have really changed. Nowadays its
about having a robust computer, beefy
software, and the skills to use them.

the digital-to-press revolution, he has simplified the lives
of the many volunteers who have helped bring the Sage to
your mailbox.

I’ll reiterate what you have read so many times from
Mark – keep those trip reports and digital pictures
coming. Whether they are public or private trips, climbs
or hikes, adventures or parties, the membership really
enjoys reading about what you are doing out in the desert.
I am happy to answer any questions about submissions.
A debt of gratitude is definitely owed to Feel free to query me at the email address listed on the
Mark Adrian. Over the past seven years back. -Bob
he has greatly improved the format of the
newsletter. And by taking advantage of
THE DESERT SAGE
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MEMBERSHIP CHAIR / ACTIVITY REPORT DECEMBER 2004
Membership Summary
Type
Sustaining
Member
Household
Sustaining Sub
Subscriber
Extra

Current
23
166
33
3
73
5

Inactive
6
64
10
7
112

Totals:

303

199

Activity Report
Address Changes
Dennis Richards
4421 New Hampshire Street
San Diego, CA 92116-1045
home: 619-295-5672
gohfrit@earthlink.net

Membership Renewals
George Barnes
"Duke" Blakesley
Jan Brahms
John Cheslick
Steve Corona
Frank Dobos
Susan Ellsworth
Marcia Faulkner
Rich Henke
Christopher Libby
Linda M. McDermott
Mary Motheral
Rayne Motheral
Paul Nelson
Wayne Norman
David Reneric
Dennis Richards
Daniel B A Richter
Willie Richter
Gregory Roach
Mirna Roach
Peter Rosmarin
Edd Ruskowitz
Neal R. Scott

1 year
1 year
1 year
2 years
2 years
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
3 years
1 year
1 year

Barbara Sholle
David F. Sholle
Mike Sos
Ed Steiner
Rena Tishman
Devra Wasserman

2 years
2 years
3 years
2 years
1 year
2 years

New Members
Ron Eckelmann
1 year
11811 W. Washington Place #107
Los Angeles, CA 90066
home: 310-398-1675
Laura Joseph
1 year
2386 E. Del Mar #328
Pasadena, CA 91107
home: 626-356-4158
ljoseph2@earthlink.net
New Subscriptions
Daniel Gold
1 year
34121 Emily Way
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
home: 323 712 0360
Sustaining Renewals
1 year
Gordon MacLeod

CONSERVATION NEWS
From Words of the Wild, November 2004. “…ORV route designation in California, unprecedented need for
volunteer involvement,” by George Barnes.
Sierra Club members and concerned Americans around the country sent in comments this summer and early fall on
the U.S. Forest Service’s new draft rules for use of all-terrain vehicles, dirt bikes and other recreational off-road
vehicles on America’s national forests…The agency has begun to review comments before it produces a final plan
and implement new restrictions on ORV use. One of the first processes in the implementation will be inventorying
what routes presently are found on the ground…In California, activists do not have to wait for the Forest Service’s
national rules before the next step in the process can begin…Region 5 (Pacific Southwest region) has recently started
a process of designating ORV routes in all 18 national forests in the state…Route designation is to occur in five steps,
each of which needs close participation and monitoring by environmentalists. Step 1: Map existing roads, trail
and use areas…Step 2: Issue temporary Forest Orders prohibiting wheeled vehicle use off mapped roads,
trails, and off-route use areas… Step 3: Develop proposals for designated routes… Step 4: Complete analyses
and NEPA documents designating all routes and specifically defined areas for wheeled ORV use… Step 5:
Issue Forest Orders to prohibit motor vehicle use off roads and designated trails… A good approach for
organizing participation in this process would be for each Chapter with national forest in its area to identify a contact
person for each of the forests. The CNRCC wilderness committee will endeavor to coordinate Chapter efforts, and
make these contacts known to Club activists statewide. This is a multi-year opportunity for on-the-ground outdoor
involvement to protect our public lands… -Ann

SUBSCRIPTION REMINDER
If you haven’t already done so, please consider renewing your Sage subscription. Dues are $10 per year and multiple
year subscriptions are encouraged. If you feel even more compelled, the DPS offers a “sustaining” dues option ($20)
which delivers your Sage via first class mail. Send your check made payable to “DPS” to :

Mirna Roach
4547 Viro Road
La Canada, CA 91011-3763
Include accurate address information. For your convenience, you may choose to use the order form on the last page.
THE DESERT SAGE
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Trip reports from scheduled DPS outings and private trips to
any peaks or areas of interest to
Sage recipients are welcomed and encouraged.
Please refer to the back cover for
CORRESPONDENCE submission details.
Next submission deadline is FEBRUARY 12, 2005.

Ken Barr, Brydon Barr, and John Strauch hiking. We
made the summit in about the “recommended” time, and
had exceptionally clear views, especially toward the east
where we could see the entire expanse of the Spring
Mountains (Charleston, Mummy, and one of our original
targets, Stirling) blanketed in snow. We were glad to be
where we were, perfectly dry and enjoying a
wonderfully cool day.

PAHRUMP POINT, STEWART POINT
October 23-24, 2004
By Gary Craig

D

ue to the ever-present trip publication deadlines,
trips in late October are actually planned in early
March. Sue and I picked this weekend that far
ahead of time and wound up with great weather, but we
had originally settled on a trip to Hayford and Stirling,
higher peaks near Las Vegas. Unusually severe early
storms dropped a lot of snow in the region and on these
peaks just three days before our planned departure, so
with much frantic scurrying about we contacted all of the
participants and changed the destinations to the much
lower, nearby, and snow-free Pahrump and Stewart.
Fortunately most of the group was up for most any
outing so we had a nice turnout and two successful
dayhikes. We found the Guide directions (both driving
and hiking) to be very accurate for both peaks.

I had made informal plans with Patty Rambert and Ron
Eckelmann to meet them after our hike at a camp /
potluck spot near the Stewart Point trailhead. There is
an acceptable campsite on the south side of highway
178, almost exactly at the crest of the road about 1 mile
west of the standard Stewart trailhead. There are some
level spots at an “extended turnout” but one cannot get
very far from the highway itself due to red-staked roads.
Fortunately, there isn’t much traffic on this road late at
night. Anyway, just as we were setting up the first round
of happy-hour munchies, Ron and Patty drove in, having
successfully climbed Brown Peak via the east-side “B”
route that day (the shorter “A” route from the
Greenwater Valley was still inaccessible due to flood
damage). We also continued the DPS’s “Beers of the
World” tradition in fine style with many tasty
contributions. Oh yeah the potluck dinner was great too.

We climbed Pahrump on Saturday via the standard DPS
Guide route. In addition to myself and co-leader Sue
Holloway, we had Cliff Jones, Bob Hoeven, Jim Adler,

Our climb of Stewart went equally well as Pahrump.
One note of personal interest is that for the second time I
was climbing Stewart as a backup plan; the first time
being in 1995 after snow altered the plan for a climb of
Bridge Mountain and Potosi. Again we climbed via the
standard DPS Guide route (with Patty and Ron along
now), and we made good time along the canyon-andridge route. We retraced the route for our descent with a
slight delay when Ken spotted a fine Chuckwalla on a
rocky spur just above the bottom of the canyon, where
we paused a bit to watch and take some pictures.
I had climbed each of these peaks once before, both
times via a non-standard route, so for me, each of these
hikes covered new terrain below the summits despite
taking “standard” routes. “Exploration”, even on a
personal scale, is one of the finest aspects of any hiking

Summit of Pahrump Point.
Kneeling (L-R) are John Strauch and Cliff Jones.
Standing (L-R) are Ken Barr, Brydon Barr, Jim Adler, Bob Hoeven, Gary Craig.
Credit: Gary Craig
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Our Seattle/Tucson contingent enlightened us with all
manner of discussion re “Prominences” and related
Lists; our Lancaster (Eng.) Rep divulged numerous peak
routes of Wales, Scotland, and Merry Ol’ England, while
risking the food ban, the generous bestowed homegrown tomatoes, TJ-endorsed shrimps, and a selection of
brownies (nuts or not, as opposed to the Scottish fiends).

adventure, and is particularly easy to come by on DPS
outings. For the participants of this adventure, many
thanks – I hope you enjoyed the trip. If you haven’t
been “out there” recently, we miss you!

AVAWATZ MTN, KINGSTON PEAK
November 19-20, 2004
By Doug Mantle & Tina Bowman

6:00 a.m. Saturday, on the dot, a simple majority (by my
count) headed straight for disaster. Why check writeups,
much less compasses; both leaders KNEW which saddle
to head for.

T

his trip was a bit quirky. For one thing, as I had
six months earlier, learned of a snowstorm for that
Sunday, we scheduled it for Friday-Saturday.
Actually, that was because LA traffic gives me hives,
and Sunday nights, the LA traffic is coming home from
Las Vegas.

“Eight miles can go slowly on desert
drives, more so where life and limb
repeatedly seem at risk.”
Hey, what are a couple of hours of ridgewacking among
DPSers? We’d gone southwest up a lovely wash instead
of straight south and paid amply for it.

Then there was the food and wine theme. I was
proposing “French” in honor of our dear ally, in grief,
post election. My co-leader rejected that. Rejected any.
Tina doesn’t imbibe and hates all interesting food.
Rather than risk facing a “fasting” theme, I elected to
skip it.

Kingston is a rough and long trek anyway, but with our
diversion we summitted at 12:40, leaving 22 minutes for
lunch, triumph, and a check of our headlamps.

So, 13 met Friday morning, all having negotiated the
first 10 feet of road off the highway; we assumed that
would be our most severe road test, so left the group on
its own for it. It is barely negotiable for a 2-WD, it’s
located a few yards north from where the road seems to
intersect the highway.

Darned if the Guidebook route isn’t faster than Tina’s
and mine! We hit the 4-WD road at dusk and made the
cars (back at the camp) without a light - - a mere 11 hour
day.
Most goodbyes seemed oddly muted as we scurried off
to meet that evening’s weather which closed the Cajon
Pass by the next morning.

Eight miles can go slowly on desert drives, more so
where life and limb repeatedly seem at risk. This
Avawatz road ain’t what she used to be (my positraction
Cadillac made it in ‘91); everybody kept on past the 2W,
HVC spot to the end, or close to it, but the big
switchback offers a couple of horror-inducing spots.
The hike was anticlimactic, we were dumbstruck to get
the summit so fast, around 3 hours.
We looked for ways to squander the remaining daylight.
Some braved an all-canyon cut off (route “A” is all
ridge). We luncheoned, not even a French fry, at
Mormon Spring, off the main road by perhaps 4 (not
even a gotita at the spring, either). We eschewed the fast
road onward, through Baker, opting for an occasionally
washed out and confusing “short cut” through Tecopa.
Nevertheless, we encamped at the big flat, just north off
the road at the highway highpoint across from the
Kingston roadhead before dark.
THE DESERT SAGE

Summit of Kingston Peak.
Front (L-R): George Wysup, Laura Joseph, Ken Jones, Dan Clark.
Back (L-R): Brian Smith, Doug Mantle, Bruce Trotter.
Credit: Tina Bowman
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NEWMAN PEAK, ARIZONA
November 26, 2004
By Erik Siering

N

ewman Peak is an imposing desert massif situated
north of Tucson, flanking (“Medium”) Picacho
Peak across Hwy I-10 to form Picacho Pass.
Indeed, most people first note Newman’s higher sheer
ramparts from atop the summit of Picacho Peak, which
itself is a nice cable-assisted scramble ala Half Dome.
Southeast Face of Newman Peak with summit in center. Photo by Erik Siering.

Bob Michael described the common approach to
Newman Peak (Sage #154, May-July 1980). Armed
with additional directions of www.localhikes.com,
Annie Kramer and I set out early for a hike. It was the
day after our Thanksgiving in Tucson. A circuitous
drive is needed to cross a canal and reach the base of the
peak. We completed a satisfying, long loop to the fine
summit up the southeast face and down the eastsoutheast ridge.

This desert basin is simply beautiful: just about every
type of cactus is evident and thriving… saguaro, chollas,
ocotillo, barrel, and beavertail.
You may park at the gate, or continue another mile on
DPS-good to a pulloff (N32 41.601 W111 22.839).
Passing a guzzler and crossing the wash a couple of
times on faint DPS-poor attains a turnaround and end of
the jeep track (N32 41.733 W111 22.916). The summit
is within a mile and a couple thousand feet in elevation.
The suggested route climbs up the main gully that ends
at the saddle between Newman Peak and the minor
summit to the west. Ascend the rugged drainage to a
massive chockstone about 2/3 of the way up. The chute,
loose in places and populated with the always-annoying
catclaw, is fine with occasional class 2. Exit here to
head east, picking your way through easier cliff bands,
boulders and cacti to the summit.

Driving Directions: From Tucson head north on I-10.
Exit at Picacho Peak offramp and head toward the
northeast side of I-10. Follow the frontage road south
for 5 miles until you reach Park Link Road, turn left.
Follow Park Link for 0.7 miles to Pecan Road, turn left
on Pecan and follow it for about 4.5 miles to the
intersection with another dirt road. Follow this road to
N32 40.174 W111 21.198, and take a left turn. After
you make the left turn you will be heading into a large
basin that is capped by the summit of Newman Peak.
About 1.6 miles down the road is a cattle gate, pass
through it and close it behind you. At this point the road
gets increasingly more difficult and a 4wd becomes
necessary. From here the climb is 4.1 miles roundtrip
and 2230 feet gain, class 1-2.

The top of Newman Peak is dominated by a large
modern radio repeater, serviced by helicopter, and
powered with a solar cell array. The expansive views
confirm the repeater’s optimal geographic location with
respect to Tucson and I-10 corridor.

Our day became longer than planned when we faced a
deep culvert of mud and water, from the recent rains, at
the turnoff from Pecan Road. Easy with 4wd, but we
parked our 2wd truck. This added 3+ miles each way,
cross-country through open terrain and across several
deep arroyos and barbed wire fences, to nominal parking
at the mentioned cattle gate (N32 41.027 W111 22.342).

Since we parked far out on the desert floor, I opted to
explore a shorter descent on our return. We followed the
east-southeast ridge to the first prominent saddle. The
remains of the Gold Bell Mine, indicated on the
Newman Peak quadrangle, can be seen below. Here we
dropped east down the shallow wash to intersect the road
to the mine. Our entire descent route was pleasant. A
parking turnaround at the mine presents an alternative
trailhead (N32 42.375 W111 23.287). The mine ruin
would be a good campsite (N32 43.255 W111 22.373).
We walked on a DPS-excellent/good dirt road network
about four miles to the truck, passing by a large fenced
ranch/farm. Our drive out was illuminated by a beautiful
rising full moon. Stats for the day were 16 miles, 3000
feet gain. Cheers.

Newman Peak from the south. Photo by Erik Siering.
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Newman Peak route topo.

Newman Peak route photo by Erik Siering.

THE DESERT SAGE

11

January/February 2005

(several stories high), and the views of Mt. Erebus.
Pressure ice is huge blocks of ice pushed up when the
sea meets the land. There is a whole line of them in
front of Scott Base. I’ll take pictures of them when I can
catch them the sun behind them to show their gorgeous
blue color.

OUT IN THE COLD:
One Woman’s Experience in Antarctica
Chapter 2
By Linda McDermott

Mt. Erebus is another thing. It is an active volcano, and
always spouting smoke. It’s located on a ridge or two
behind the station, and you can’t see it from McMurdo.
Because the road is a “safe zone,” I could walk alone to
get back to McMurdo, taking whatever pictures I
wanted. With the blue sky behind it, it looked like the
mountain was emitting smoke signals – comes out from
the hole in top of the mountain and forms a small cloud
above it. No, I’m not allowed to climb it.

I

came to Antarctica for the adventure.
And
adventure I created! What are the opportunities
outdoors? Well, limited but also endless. Because
of the remoteness, there are rules. Whereas there is a
medical facility equipped with doctors and great staff,
they can’t perform complicated procedures down here.
So, there are certain places we can go with no
limitations, some places we sign out for a radio at the
fire station, and some places we simply can’t go.
Apparently if you don’t get back in the time you say
you’re going to be back, the Search and Rescue squad is
sent out and it’s a BIG production.

“What are the opportunities outdoors?
Well, limited but also endless.”

I was inundated with work soon as I landed, and it took
about 5 days before I was able to get out at all. On
Thursdays we are able to go to Scott Base, the New
Zealand station a little less than 2 miles from McMurdo
Station by road. By skis out on the ice, it’s about 3
miles. So, on a Thursday, I caught the shuttle out to
Scott Base. Soon as I got there, I hopped out and went
into their small store. They have t-shirts, stuffed
penguins, socks, hats, booze, etc. there for sale. I
decided it was so absolutely gorgeous that I’d take the
shuttle back to get my camera and return on the next
shuttle. Worked out grandly. I went into the bar, had a
beer with many of the other US station folks I
recognized, then set out to walk home on the road alone.
From Scott Base, you can look out for miles on the ice,
to White Island and Black Island, and see the
TransAntarctic range across the Ross Sea. There are two
spectacular things about Scott Base: the pressure ice

I’ve met several people who love the outdoors as I do, so
I went out one night with them cross-country skiing.
You rent skis from the Recreation Department - $20
deposit, and $6 for skis, poles and boots for three days.
Not a bad deal. We skied about ½ way to Scott Base,
out on the flagged sea ice. The poles are in the ice, with
flags on them. The “yellow” flag means you can pee at
that flag! There aren’t many yellow flags, and I doubt
that many actually take advantage of it. It was windy
and cold, but not unbearable. I had to wear the huge
ECW (extreme cold weather) coat and bib overalls to
stay warm. With just a pair of long underwear
underneath, I was fine. My fear of cross-country skiing
through trees 3’ apart disappeared – no trees or ANY
vegetation up here – like skiing on a big flat road. We
had a ball, no sounds except the wind. We went out
again on Sunday, skiing all the way to Scott Base, then
walked the road back.
One of the women I met (she’s a janitor) decided she
wanted to go up Observation Hill (Ob Hill) at 10:30 pm
on Saturday night to see the sunset. Well, as much a
sunset as Antarctica gets in the summertime. Ob Hill had
an ice slope, about 100’ up at the bottom, so we trudged
up there and on up the trail. The rock is volcanic, with
scree and large rocks for better traction – like a good
DPS peak! It’s only 750’ up, good exercise but not
taxing. It’s probably less than a mile one-way. My
partner started warning me: don’t trust any rock, avoid
the snow, etc. I allowed her to tell me what to do, not
mentioning I’ve climbed probably 300+ peaks with no
trails.

LINDA & MT. EREBUS
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mold castings of penguins with my friend the woman
doctor), I see a “History of Antarctica” event every
Monday night to learn about the continent, I attend the
science lectures for common folk on Sunday nights, go
to Scott Base for Trivial Pursuit contest, go bowling in
the two 1950’s Brunswick lanes that Brunswick wants
back and the Station won’t give up, go to Cape Evans’
Scott Hut, hike up Ob Hill, host Bingo games, and my
latest challenge which is to head up the Christmas
Chorus for the big holiday party. I’m so looking forward
to that – not many people can say they directed a Chorus
in Antarctica. I’m looking into singing via radio/satellite
to Pole and Palmer Stations, plus maybe making a CD if
there is any quality at all. A new roommate just moved
in – she’s a National Science Foundation Principal
Investigator working at Cape Royds, where Shackelton
was based. Such opportunities to learn!

LINDA & SHARLA

We got up there about midnight. The sun was not
visible, behind the Transantarctic Range of mountains,
but it was still very light. We could see a crescent of a
moon, which is probably the last sign of darkness we’ll
see for some time. Apparently we are in the last 2-3
days of any twilight at all. After this, it will be light all
the time. At the top a Cross was erected in 1913 for
Scott’s party. Besides the mountain ranges on the
continent, you see the entire McMurdo Sound, Scott
Base, Ross Sea, Cape Evans, all the scientific huts on the
ice, and just forever.

We’ve seen several seals. They come out when holes
are drilled for the scientists. Apparently they can see the
light from the holes, and just head for them. Several can
be spotted near the pressure ridges at Scott Base because
cracks are caused there too. I haven’t gotten very close
to the seals yet. There are a ton of pictures of penguins
on the temporary computer drive here. We can go in and
copy any of the pictures on the drive. The scientists
have been good about taking pictures and putting them
on the web for us.

Is it hard to sleep with daylight all the time? No way.
I’m pooped. It’s almost like being in college again –
my activities are planned in about ½ hour intervals all
night long. For example, last night I went to ceramics
for ½ an hour, to a Wine Tasting Event for an hour, then
to a Travel Log show about dog sledding in Antarctica to
support research in the 1960’s. I had presented my
Canadian dogsledding show the week before.

Mail is taking 2 weeks or so. I’ll be at the following
address until late February:
Linda McDermott, RPSC
McMurdo Station
PSC 469, Box 700
APO AP 96599-1035

What else is there to do here besides put in 54-hour
workweeks (9-hour workdays, 6 days a week)? There is
a ceramics lab (I’m making a penguin rookery of slip
DRY VALLEY GLACIER

ADELIE PENGUIN
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To offer a glimpse of how each biographer approaches
his subject the following chronological history of Abbey
cites material from all three sources—Bishop's quotes
identified as (B), Cahalan's as (C) and Loeffler's as (L).
1927—Arriving on January 27, in Indiana, PA, in the
foothills of the Allegheny Mountains, fifty-five miles
northeast of Pittsburg, is Edward the first of five children
born to Mildred and Paul Abbey. Ed’s younger brother,
Howard, later describes their father Paul as “…anticapitalist, anti-religion, anti-prevailing opinion, antibooze, anti-war and anti-anyone who didn’t agree with
him.” (B, p.56) With a fiercely idealistic and selfcentered father as a role model, it’s not surprising that
Ed himself grew up to “obey little, resist much.”

BurtFalk@aol.com

BOOK REVIEWS
EDWARD ABBEY—PART I
BIOGRAPHIES OF THE AUTHOR
Epitaph for a Desert Anarchist
James Bishop, Jr. (1994)

1944—At the end of his junior year in high school, 17year old Abbey, bright and restless, heads west for the
summer. Riding the rails and hitchhiking, he visits
Seattle, San Francisco and Yosemite. Later, in a box car
rolling east out of Flagstaff, he comments, “'Through the
wide open door of my sidedoor Pullman I saw for the
first time in my life the high grasslands of the Navajos,
the fringes of the Painted Desert, the faraway buttes and
mesas of the Hopi country...It all looked good to me.
And then we came to New Mexico...Brightest New
Mexico.' Nothing could be more different, it seemed,
from the wet green hills of Abbey’s native western
Pennsylvania. He was immediately attracted by the
emptiness and vastness of the Southwest, a country
where the sun always seemed to shine and where the
predominant year-round colors were golds and browns
and the unsurpassed blue of the sky." (C, p. 32)

Edward Abbey, A Life
James M. Cahalan (2001)
Adventures with Ed
Jack Loeffler (2002)

I

n his day, Edward Abbey blazed a bright trail across
the desert southwest. As the author of several
landmark books on the region, and as a man
possessed with strong, even anarchistic, notions as to
how to preserve the natural wonders of his adopted
homeland, he became a major force in many of the
environmental battles waged in the area during the 1970s
and 80s.
The three books reviewed herein consider Edward
Abbey from three viewpoints. The first, Epitaph for a
Desert Anarchist (1994), by James Bishop, Jr., offers an
observation of Abbey by an editor and author himself,
and, not surprisingly, much of the emphasis is on
Abbey's body of written works. The second, James M.
Cahalan's, Edward Abbey, a Life (2001), is a wellresearched, all-inclusive biography, covering Abbey's
life from birth to death—the single book you should read
if you're interested only in a detailed account of his life.
Neither Bishop nor Cahalan, however, knew Abbey on a
personal basis. On the other hand, Adventures with Ed
(2002), by Jack Loeffler, musician, author and radio
producer from Santa Fe, NM, is a deeply personal
remembrance. Recalling their late-in-life but close
relationship, Loeffler provides color, contrast and, yes,
even shadows to the portrait of Abbey. All three of
these books are interesting, well-written and wellillustrated. Because each offers such a widely differing
perspective, it's difficult to say which one is the single
best. My suggestion is to read them all and make your
own judgment.

THE DESERT SAGE

1947—Following a two-year stint in the Army, most of
it spent as an MP in and around Naples, Italy, Abbey
returns to Pennsylvania, where, after enrolling at Indiana
State Teachers College, he posts a notice on a bulletin
board calling upon students and faculty members to
either mail their draft credentials to President Truman or
to burn them. Because of this anarchistic act the FBI
adds him to their watch list, on which he remains for
years to follow. That same fall he heads west to enroll at
the University of New Mexico in Albuquerque.
1951—Abbey graduates from the U. of NM with a BA
in Philosophy and English. That summer, he and Jean
Schmechel, whom he married a year earlier, depart for
Edinburgh University, Scotland, where Abbey had been
awarded a Fulbright Fellowship. Abbey, however, soon
becomes “bored” with the marriage, and Jean returns to
the U.S. "Boredom was a quality, if not an emotion, that
he was to display toward women often in years to
come." (B, p. 89) During his year abroad, Abbey travels
to Spain, France, Sweden, Germany and Austria, where,
14
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"(b)esides skiing and learning to drink schnapps (he) fell
for several young women who didn't discourage his
advances. He had become an attractive young man with
more than his share of animal magnetism." (B, p. 89)
1952--After his return to the United States (he flunked
out of Edinburgh), and being divorced by Jean, Abbey
marries a woman whom he had met earlier at U of NM,
Rita Deanin, “a fine artist, who was also very
beautiful… a union that would end bitterly twelve years
later, leaving her with custody of two children, Joshua
and Aaron, and unpleasant memories of her life and
times with Ed Abbey.” (B, p.91)
1954—Abbey’s first novel, Jonathan Troy, is published.
Much of the plot is set in the coal mining area of
Appalachia, and the title character is described as an
“egotistical nineteen-year-old who alienates everyone
and gets into a bar fight that ends with the death of…his
father.” (B, p.95) Although Abbey created his first
fictional anarchist and portrayed the West as a place of
sanity, freedom and escape, critics complained of the
novel’s incoherence. A reviewer for the New York
Times called the book a “symphony of disgust.”
1956—While working toward his Masters Degree at
UNM, Abbey’s second novel, The Brave Cowboy, is
published. The plot revolves around Jack Burns, an
anarchistic cowboy, “with the illegal habit of cutting that
freedom-restricting barbed wire whenever he happens
upon it.” (B, p.97) The book ends with Burns, after
attempting to free a draft-protesting friend from jail,
being run down while on his horse by a truck carrying
plumbing products.

(1975), and finally on Aztec Peak in Tonto National
Forest, AZ (1977, 78 & 79). Indeed, Abbey was no
stranger to the desert southwest that he loved and
described so well.
1957—Abbey is awarded a Wallace Stegner Creative
Writing Fellowship at Stanford University, but he gives
it up after two quarters because “he yearned to be back
in the sagebrush and not hanging around in
classrooms.” (C, p.72)

That same summer, Abbey signs on for a seasonal job
with the National Park Service at Arches National
Monument, "then a remote outpost with few visitors,
where he poured himself into honing his private journals.
These became the basis for Desert Solitaire (1968), the
work than would put him on the literary map to
stay." (B, p. 116) In succeeding years, Abbey works
seasonally at Gila National Forest, NM (1958), Casa
Grande N.M., AZ, (1958-59), Petrified Forest N.M., AZ
(1961), in a fire lookout on the North Rim of the Grand
Canyon (1961 & 69, 70, 71), Sunset Crater N. M., AZ
(1963), Canyonlands, N.P., UT (1965), Everglades, N.P.,
FL (1965-66), Lassen Volcanic N.P. (1966), Death
Valley N.M (1966-67), Lee's Ferry, AZ—where he
called himself "the motorboat ranger” (1967), Organ
Pipe Cactus N.M., AZ, (1968, 69 & 70), as a fire spotter
on Atascosa Peak in the Coronado National Forest near
Nogales, AZ (1968), as a caretaker at the Whittell Nature
Preserve at Aravaipa Canyon, AZ (1972-74), Glacier NP
THE DESERT SAGE

1959—The University of New Mexico confers a MA in
Philosophy upon Abbey, who, in his thesis, “Anarchism
and the Morality of Violence,” concludes “there was no
lockstep between anarchism and violence; it is
possible…to be both an anarchist and a pacifist as the
examples of Tolstoy and Gandhi illustrate.’” (B, p. 112)
In spite of being labeled an eco-terrorist in later years,
Abbey continued to insist that no person should be
injured during anarchistic activities.
1962—Abbey’s third novel, Fire on the Mountain, is
published. The story revolves around an anarchistic
grandfather, John Vogelin, who, after his ranch is lost in
an annexation by the White Sands Rocket Test Range,
dies of a broken heart. In Fire, Abbey parts ways with
the contemporary environmentalists whose aim was to
save the world. Abbey, instead, worries that “it is
15
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1971--Abbey meets Jack Loeffler, a man who the year
before had "founded the Black Mesa Defense Fund in
opposition to the Peabody Coal Company's strip-mining
project in the Navajo region of Black Mesa, in northern
Arizona. (Jack later) reminisced that 'Ed and I spent a
lot of time out there just poking around and thinking dire
thoughts with regards to it all. We both found this
destruction disgusting and it was largely over this issue
that Ed and I became friends.'" (C, p. 138).
1973—Abbey marries Rene Downing of Tucson, his
fourth wife, a woman nearly 30 years his junior, a union
destined to last for only four year due to Abbey’s
“frequent absences and erratic behavior...‘Tell him to
stop being so much of a shit,’” (B, p. 119) Rene tells one
of Abbey’s friends.
1975—The Monkey Wrench Gang is published and
enjoys strong sales. By 1998, more than 700,000 copies
had been sold, and it’s never been out of print. Abbey
later claims that the book, the story of a small band of
ecoraiders who attempt to sabotage various
environmentally harmful projects, was written out of an
“indulgence of spleen and anger from a position of
safety behind my typewriter…Mainly I wanted to
entertain and amuse.” (B, p.127). “The Monkey Wrench
Gang was read by a great many people, some of whom
were wilderness activists becoming increasingly
disenchanted with mainstream politics and looking for
new kinds of environmental activism.” (C, p. 152)

humans who are in the greatest jeopardy, not the
environment; the planet will heal itself through fire and
flood and vulcanism as it always has.”(B, p.118) In
1962 also, after following Rita east to Hoboken, NJ,
"Abbey begins work as a welfare caseworker for the
Hudson County Welfare Board...trying to persuade Rita
‘to return west, where he knew he belonged.’" (C, p. 88)

1980--Dave Foreman, inspired by Abbey's Desert
Solitaire and The Monkey Wrench Gang, founds Earth
First!, a radical action group. Later the group helps
Abbey promote perhaps his most controversial political
issue, i.e., limiting immigration. “He had been
convinced…that overpopulation was a big part of the
reason why the environment and economy of the United
States were under such stress…In southern Arizona,
exponential population growth was exacerbated both by
U.S. migration to the sunbelt from such areas as the
Northeast and by immigration from Mexico. Nothing
could easily be done about migration within the United
States, but Abbey felt that illegal immigration from
Mexico had to be stopped.” (C, p. 209)

1965—Following his divorce by Rita, Abbey marries
Judy Pepper, who, tragically, dies of leukemia five years
later. In 1971, shortly after her death, Abbey publishes
Black Sun, “the tale of a ranger who loves and then loses
the love of a gorgeous woman. It was (Abbey’s) favorite
(book), because it was really about his loss of Judy.” (B,
p. 115)
1968—Desert Solitaire is published. The book, which
“first elucidated the threat of ‘industrial tourism’ in
national parks,” (B, p. 149) appears just as the
environmental movement begins to emerge in the United
States. It was a time when, “novitiates were eager for
inspiration and anti-establishment eloquence, and in
need of a point man to lead the struggle.” (B, p. 148).
Abbey—tall, rugged, bearded, cigar smoking and hard
drinking, an incendiary “Voice Crying in the
Wilderness”—becomes their spokesman. On August 28,
in Tucson, Judy gives birth to Susannah, the third of
Abbey’s eventual five children.
THE DESERT SAGE

1981—“Abbey turned fifty-four… a mature writer with
more great works yet to be written. The University of
Arizona hired him to teach nonfiction writing for the
winter semester.
He was not enthusiastic about
this…‘Beware of any job that requires new shoes.’” (L,
p.161) “In December 1981 Abbey embarked on a
solitary adventure that had great meaning for him. He
hiked across the Cabeza Prieta Wildlife Refuge and Air
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Force Bombing and Gunnery Range by himself, alone
with his thoughts. One hundred and ten miles through
the heart of the Sonoran Desert, average rainfall less
than ten inches per year. True desert. Sparsely
vegetated with creosote bush and bursage. Randomly
crisscrossed by dry riparian arroyos vegetated with
mesquite, ironwood, and palo verde trees, their sandy
courses patterned with the prints of local wildlife.
Empty living desert where few men tread and very few
have trod across.” (L, p. 162)

seem transparent and/or forced. Loeffler is, however,
capable of some fine writing. Consider this passage for
example: “Few of us have ever experienced true
solitude in the wilderness, the extraordinary
transformation that occurs when one hikes day after day
over unpeopled terrain. It’s not for everyone. But for
those who have breathed that free air and have had to
rely on their wits to endure the desert, who have lost
count of nights spent alone beneath the dark firmament,
with songs of owls and coyotes their only company,
there is a bond, not just between themselves but with the
planet, the mother Earth.” (L, p. 85)

1982—Abbey marries his fifth and final wife, Clarke
Cartwright, “a chestnut-haired, Texas-born beauty many
years his junior,” (B, p. 119) while confined to a hospital
bed in Santa Fe, where he had been misdiagnosed as
having pancreatic cancer. Later the diagnosis is changed
to esophageal varices, a condition “which is often linked
with drinking.” (C, p. 207) Subsequently Clarke and Ed
have two children, Rebecca (b.1983) and Benjamin (b.
1987). Abbey tells a friend, “After all these years, I’ve
found the right place and the right woman.” (B, p. 119)

And because Loeffler is an important source of
information on Abbey, and to give him more of his just
due, let’s end this essay with his description of a
gathering held in Saguaro National Monument a week
after Abbey’s death: “It was a beautiful wake, well
attended by Abbey’s family and friends. It followed
Abbey’s final instructions as if he had orchestrated it
himself. There was beer and wine and tequila. There
was bagpipe music…(His daughter) Susie read a passage
from Abbey’s essay “Theory of Anarchy.” I played taps
of the flugelhorn. There was gunfire and laughter and
tears and love…Earthfirst!ers honored the passage of
their friend and spiritual adviser. And finally, in the
waning hours of the afternoon, someone put on a tape of
Ed’s last speech, which he had delivered only two weeks
earlier. Everyone listened as Ed expressed his thoughts
concerning the protection of the planet and wilderness
against the interlopers of capitalism.
Ed was there at his own wake.
Awakening!” (L, p 283-284)

1988--The Fool’s Progress is published.
Autobiographical in nature and subtitled “an honest
novel,” virtually every aspect of Abbey’s life is
contained within the work. Drawing mixed reviews, The
Fool’s Progress offers up “word pictures of a paradise
lost, the decomposing, damaged face of America, whose
people are losing touch with the land, with the goals of
the Founding Fathers, and are becoming either greedaddicted opportunists, or worse yet, subjects of
same.” (B, p. 168)
1989—Abbey’s last novel, Hayduke Lives, is published.
Realizing that he is dying, and attempting to provide
much-needed income for Clarke and their children,
Abbey rushes the book—a sequel to The Monkey
Wrench Gang—to completion, but in doing so
introduces gratuitous violence for the first time. A few
weeks after completing Hayduke, Abbey “suffer(s) yet
another bad onset of esophageal hemorrhaging” (C, p.
260), and after a visit to a hospital, friends take him out
to the desert so he can die under the open sky. He lasts a
day and a half longer, however, and eventually passes
away in the writing cabin outside his home in Tucson.
Friends bury him, wrapped in his sleeping bag, at an
undisclosed location in the Sonoran Desert.

Parts II and III of this series will be devoted to Abbey’s
fiction and non-fiction respectively.

As you will note, Jack Loeffler doesn’t rate many quotes
herein—mostly because he became acquainted with
Abbey later in life, but also because most of his
reminiscences are of an anecdotal nature. In addition,
Loeffler has a tin ear for dialogue and his attempts to
reconstruct conversations that he had with Abbey often
THE DESERT SAGE
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DESERT PHOTOS

Chuckwalla near Stewart Point. Credit: Ken Barr

Newman summit view. West ridge and Medium Picacho Peak
(in distance). Credit: Erik Siering
Saguaros, Annie Kramer, and Newman summit
(distant center). Credit: Erik Siering
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clarity or decrease length but will hopefully not modify your meaning. Trip reports on official DPS sponsored trips
are always printed. If you are a participant and know that the leaders are not going to submit a trip report then feel
free to submit a report. We welcome reports of private trips to unlisted peaks and private trips using non standard
routes to listed peaks. Please DATE all submissions. Please indicate topo map names, dates and contour intervals.
Digital (word processor files) content are essential and will help ensure that there are no typographical errors. Send
copy to the Editor (see below) by the published deadline. Please include a SASE if you would like to have your
material (maps/floppys) returned. If possible, print on the back of a picture when and where it was taken, what it is of,
who is in it, and who took it. Email usually works best for simple text-based submissions and minimizes editing
complexity. Email editor for details on submitting attachments and/or digital photo scans.
ADVERTISEMENTS - You can advertise in the SAGE to recruit participants on private outings or sell items. The
cost is $1 for the first eight lines and $1 for each additional four lines.
EDITOR - Bob Sumner, PO Box 7415, Incline Village, NV, 89452
Phone : 775-831-2946 Email : bobsumner@worldnet.att.net
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