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Holiday party are planned, as listed in this issue of the
Sage. Meetings are a good way for members who are no
longer actively hiking to socialize, and an opportunity to
hear about interesting trips and conservation issues. We
are not recommending doing away with them, but would
like some input on changes that might increase
Autumn is in full swing now and the desert climbing attendance and interest.
season is here. This time of year also
marks the return of DPS business and
As a final business note, the DPS is in need of a volunteer
social meetings after a summer hiatus.
for the Conservation Chair position. We're looking for
Since the Los Angeles Zoo renovation
someone to keep the Section informed of issues related to
project began about a year ago, the
habitat, access, pollution, and similar issues affecting the
DPS has had trouble finding a good
American Desert. In this position you'll have Club
(free) meeting venue: REI in
resources, the news media, and various Internet sites at
Northridge seemed a possibility until
your disposal for conservation-related information, and,
they changed their schedule and
you'll have the chance to inform and motivate the
Wednesdays were no longer available,
membership via the Sage regarding these issues. Please,
we tried members’ homes, and now
let me know if you can help here.
we are going to try the Chapter
Headquarters, beginning in
November. We are open to other Here's a final outings-related note: several southeast-side
suggestions from members.
Death Valley roads are closed due to road damage
occurring in last summer's flash flooding. This makes
A larger issue, however, is the frequency of the meetings access to DPS peaks such as Pyramid and Smith very
themselves. Attendance has been rather sparse for the difficult. The road closures are expected to last "several
past year or so; we don’t know if this is due to confusion months" according to the DVNP website (www.nps.gov/
about meeting places, the location of the meeting places, deva). There are other closures such as the West Side
difficulty of getting out on Wednesday evening, or some Road (E access to Manly, Needle, Porter), and the Saline
other reason. At present we normally have meetings in Valley road. Please keep this in mind and check this
October and November, a Holiday party in December, website for updates as you start your adventures...
meetings in February, March, and April, and the Banquet Hopefully the closures will be lifted soon!
in May. Possibilities are fewer meetings, more central
location (e.g. West L.A.), changing the content or format
Thanks for your input, and have fun out there!
of the meetings, and/or combining meetings with other
sections such as HPS or SPS.
Gary
We would appreciate your feedback about these issues –
you may email any member of the management
committee and your ideas will be shared amongst the
group. For now, a November meeting and a December

CHAIR’S CORNER
by Gary Craig
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TRIPS / EVENTS
NOVEMBER THROUGH FEBRUARY, 2005
NOV 13-14
NOV 19-20
NOV 20-21
DEC 4-5
DEC 4

SAT
FRI-SAT
SAT-SUN
SAT-SUN
SAT

DPS
DPS
DPS
DPS
DPS

Nopah Range
Kingston Peak / Avawatz Mountain
Black Butte / Orocopia Mountain
Anza-Borrego Exploratory
Holiday Party

2005
JAN 22-23
JAN 29
FEB 12
FEB 19-20

SAT-SUN
SAT
SAT
SAT-SUN

DPS
DPS,LTC,SPS
DPS,LTC,SPS
DPS

Sombrero Peak / Jacumba
Local Baldy Snow Practice
Local Baldy Snow Practice
Rosa Point / Indianhead

All participants on Sierra Club outings are required to sign a standard liability waiver.
If you would like to read the Liability Waiver before you choose to participate, please go to:
http://www.sierraclub.org/outings/chapter/forms/
or contact the Outings Department at 415-977-5528 for a printed version.
NOV 13-14
SAT-SUN
DPS
I: Pyramid Peak (6703’): CANCELLED DUE TO ROAD CLOSURES IN DEATH VALLEY.
Alternate trip listed below.
♦ NOV 13-14
SAT-SUN
DPS
I: Nopah Range (6394’): 4200 ft. gain, 10 miles, Class 2 on this peak near Death Valley. About 2 miles possible
4WD drive at end; we can carpool there. After a hard day of climbing, we can relax and enjoy a DPS potluck at
nearby campsite. Contact Leader: Dave Perkins, Assistant Leader: Gary Craig.
♦ NOV 19-20
FRI-SAT
DPS
I: Kingston Pk (7366’), Avawatz Mtn (6154’): Two dayhikes and fine carcamp SE of Death Valley. Fri Kingston,
class 2, 9 mi, 3800’ gain, some brush. Sat Avawatz, 6 mi, 2500’ gain from 4WD parking. Send e-mail or sase with
conditioning/experience to Leader: Tina Bowman. Co-Leaders: Tom Bowman, Doug Mantle.
♦ NOV 20-21
SAT-SUN
DPS,WTC
I: Black Butte (4,504’), Orocopia Mt. (3.815’): Join us for 2 fun relatively close desert peaks. Sat climb Black
Butte from Bradshaw Trail Road, 6.6 miles, 1830’ gain. Sat night potluck and happy hour at camp. Sun climb
Orocopia Mountain from Pinto Road 5.5 miles, 1350’ gain. Contact Leaders: Patty Rambert and Virgil Popescu
♦ DEC 4-5
SAT-SUN
DPS
Anza-Borrego Desert Exploratory: Palms (3121’), Elder (3433’), Collins (4559’), Knob (3431’) Finished the
list? Or just adventurous? Looking for something else to do? This could be for you! Two of these were once
considered for List addition! Lots of Class 2 out of Collins Valley near Borrego Springs. Trip difficulty based on road
conditions and assuming that we can drive to Lower Willows. Be prepared for a long day afield over rugged crosscountry terrain. About 4700’ of gain if we do all four. 4-WD high clearance required. Leaders: Dennis Richards,
Richard Carey. E-mail to gohfrit@earthlink.net
♦ DEC 4
SAT
DPS
Holiday Party: Join us for the Annual DPS Holiday party at the home of Ann and Dave Perkins, 19050 Kilfinan
Place, Northridge, hosted by the management committee. Bring your favorite potluck dish and enjoy good food and
company!
♦ JAN 22-23, 2005
SAT-SUN
DPS
I: Sombrero (4229’), Jacumba (4512’): Enjoy winter climbs of two easy peaks in Anza-Borrego State Park. Sat
climb Sombrero, class 2, 2100’ gain, 3 miles; drive to nearby campsite for famous DPS potluck. Sun climb Jacumba,
class 1, 1300’ gain, 2.5 miles. 4WD or high clearance vehicles necessary for the last five miles or so to the roadhead;
we’ll carpool as necessary at this point. Send email/SASE to Leader: Ann Perkins Assistant: Sue Holloway
♦

THE DESERT SAGE
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JAN 29, 2005
SAT
LTC,SPS,DPS
M/E: Local Baldy Snow Practice: Come review all aspects of snow climbing including rope travel, use of the ice
axe, and snow anchors. For anyone wishing to practice their skills or brush up on new techniques, especially for
aspiring M & E leader candidates. Restricted to SC mbrs with prior experience with the ice axe. Lack of snow may
cancel. Send SC#, climbing resume and email address, H & W phones to Leader: Nile Sorenson, Co-Leaders: Doug
Mantle and Tom McDonnell
♦ FEB 12, 2005
SAT
LTC,SPS,DPS
M/E: Local Baldy Snow Practice: Come review all aspects of snow climbing including rope travel, use of the ice
axe, and snow anchors. For anyone wishing to practice their skills or brush up on new techniques, especially for
aspiring M & E leader candidates. Restricted to SC mbrs with prior experience with the ice axe. Lack of snow may
cancel. Send SC#, climbing resume and email address, H & W phones to Leader: Nile Sorenson, Co-Leaders: Tina
Bowman and Tom Bowman
♦ FEB 19-20, 2005
SAT-SUN
DPS
I: Rosa Pt. (5000’+), Indianhead (3960’+): Climb Rosa on Sat (4800’ gain, 12 miles r.t.) with expansive Salton Sea
views followed by a tasty DPS potluck dinner to relax and enjoy Anza Borrego State Park. Loop hike on Indianhead
on Sun via Borrego Palm Canyon (parking fee), about two-thirds of Sat’s effort. All vehicles OK both days. Send
email/sase to Leader: Gary Craig Co-Leaders: Greg Roach, Mirna Roach
♦

DEATH VALLEY ROAD UPDATE
Death Valley National Park Update, October 2004. From the Death Valley website at www.nps.gov/deva.
Current Road Conditions:
California Highway 190...CLOSED from Furnace Creek east to Death Valley Junction (Hwy 127) due to flood
damage. No access to Zabriskie Point and Dante’s View.
Badwater Rd (Hwy 178)....OPEN to Shoshone and Hwy 127.
Beatty Cutoff Road............CLOSED due to flood damage.
Big Pine Road....................4x4 high clearance; signed as CLOSED by Inyo County road department.
Greenwater Valley Road....CLOSED, including side roads off of it.
Saline Valley Road............4x4 high clearance; signed as CLOSED by Inyo County road department.
West Side Road..................CLOSED due to flood damage. All side roads off it also remain closed.
All dirt roads in the southeast corner of the park are CLOSED due to flood damage.
All other park roads...........OPEN and in standard road conditions.

OUTINGS CHAIR
There
are
several
good
trips scheduled
for November February, but we
can always use
more,
and
remember that
hiking is good
on some desert
peaks as late as May (even Dubois in
July!) So send in trip plans to me by
Dec. 5th or so for the January/
February issue of the Sage. The
THE DESERT SAGE

November climb of Pyramid Peak in
Death Valley has been cancelled due
to road closures; highway 190
between Death Valley Junction and
Furnace Creek was still closed as of
Oct. 13th. For those who have
expressed an interest in this trip, see
the listing for Nopah Range in this
issue of the Sage. Item of interest:
according to the Pahrump Valley
Times (Oct. 8th), Tecopa Hot
Springs, which many of us have
enjoyed after a climb in the area, is
changing hands from Inyo County to
5

a private corporation called
California Land Management. They
plan to begin clean-up and repair of
the facility, and starting Nov. 4th,
there will be a charge of $5 per
person per day. Also, the springs
will no longer be open 24 hours,
although the article declined to say
what the hours would be.
Happy climbing!

Ann
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EDITOR’S LAST CHANCE
It was an anxious and exciting trip. September, 1997,
traveling down through Ensenada, Baja, Sur, with John
McCully and Sue Holloway. Yet another adventure south
of the border. We were determined to dayhike Picacho del
Diablo. We had it planned out pretty well, except for
some unexpected, time-consuming brush, and that
changed our plans, actually, for the better. We decided
since we couldn’t make it back to the trailhead as a
dayhike, we would bivy at Campo Noche. And as luck
would have it, we were able to spend several hours on the
summit, relaxing and enjoying the view. While that was a
relatively short adventure, what was more intriguing was
then-Sage-editor John’s invitation during that trip, for me
to take over as the Sage editor. I was anxious about that as
much as I was dayhiking Big Picacho. John, who was
leaving town soon, needed a replacement and I, after
some hesitation, volunteered.

Guidebook works of Dave Jurasevich? I’ve been blessed
to meet so many wonderful individuals through climbing
peaks and especially, through the DPS, SPS, and HPS. I
draw upon many memories of so many incredible
experiences I’ve had through climbing.
I finished the DPS list in August 1992 on Spectre Point.
Dave Jurasevich recommended the hot month of August
as a unique way to finish the list. Sounded good at the
time and surely, no one would ever repeat it that way.
Well, the night before the hike, there was a moderate
earthquake in Yucca Valley. Perhaps an omen; about half
way to the peak the following day, Paula Peterson fell and
broke her arm and thanks to HAM radio, we had a
helicopter evacuation before finally summitting in
blistering heat. High desert drama at its finest! I’m sure
everyone has tales of over-extended trips, injuries and
evacuations and of course, vehicle break downs.

What had I gotten myself into? I had never edited a
newsletter, but John was convincing and I so much
The DPS list certainly launched me into a climbing frenzy
enjoyed writing climbing reports, it seemed a good fit.
and I progressed to climbing unlisted peaks as fast as I
could find them. This became a passion and I had the
It’s been a fun and exciting seven years since I began the honor of becoming acquainted with the legendary Barbara
work. I took the newsletter into the digital-to-press Lilley and Gordon MacLeod. Hardly any summits I
publishing arena and I want to thank the good folks at climbed (outside of military jurisdiction anyway) didn’t I
Universal Reprographics down on Wilshire Blvd in LA. find one of their registers and some, I might add, dated
They have a great and cooperative crew there to work back to when I was in high school! They are two people
with and I highly recommend them.
who inspired me and that I have great respect and
reverence for.
But as mountains slowly change form, so has my life and
I have decided to resign as Sage editor. A new job has
required a lot of my time and after seven years, I feel, it’s
time to pass the job on. I’ve enjoyed working with many
great people and I’ve long ago lost count of all the
incredible and fabulous reports about trips from virtually
all around the World.

Unfortunately, due to my life’s circumstances, I don’t
obsessively climb as much as I used to, but I still try to
get out when I can. As many of you know, full time
employment demands a lot of one’s time. Nevertheless,
the DPS and desert will always hold a special place in my
life and in my soul. I am putting time into resuming my
career and a new-found awareness of my spiritual needs.

I’ve tried my best to serve the DPS and return the energy
the Section and its leaders have given
to me. I started climbing DPS peaks
in 1990, thanks to Bill Stevens, who I
had done many John Muir Trail trips
with. He gave me a copy of the DPS
list and in November 1990, I did my
first DPS peak with the San Diego
Chapter to Rabbit Peak. Despite a
sore back, I was hooked and
peakbagging became my addiction. I
quickly subscribed to the Sage and
began doing trips with Maris and Igor back in the early
90s and they became my mentors. And, who could forget
the legendary Dale Van Dalsem and the dedicated
THE DESERT SAGE

Bob Sumner has stepped forward and assumed the
editor’s position. Bob’s name is a familiar entry in many
peak registers and I know he shares the same passion for
peaks that we all do. Please welcome him aboard. Bob is
familiar with editing newsletters and has been involved
with the SPS in past years.
So, it is with respect and gratitude that I step down from
editing and I sincerely hope and pray for all the best for
the DPS. Being the Sage editor has been an experience I
will remember and cherish forever.
Sincerely, Mark Adrian
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MEMBERSHIP CHAIR / ACTIVITY REPORT OCTOBER 2004
Membership Summary
Type
Sustaining
Non-Member
Member
Household
Sustaining Sub
Subscriber
Extra
Totals:

Current
24
1
168
34
3
72
5
307

Inactive
6
59
9
7
111
192

Activity Report
Address Changes
Ken Barr
7235 Glenflora Avenue
San Diego, CA 92119-2410
home: 619-286-6223
work: 619-778-7104

Marion & Willard Dean
2451 Kipling St. #208
Lakewood, CO 80215
William H. Hemming
6178 Agee St Unit 152
San Diego, CA 92122-3652
home: 959-552-0847
Ken D. Olson
2220 Mackintosh Avenue
Bishop, CA 93514-2028
Home: 760-873-3720
kennyolson@msn.com
Jan St. Amand
28104 Smyth Drive #207
home: 661-702-1902
3525 Canyon Heights Rd
Pueblo, CO 81005-9783
home: 719-485-3067
charlie@wingpeople.com
Newton Suter
5051 Holmberg Rd, Apt. 1715

Parkland, FL 33067-4524
home: 928-203-0639
Membership Renewals
Diane Baker
2 years
"Duke" Blakesley
1 year
Marion & Willard Dean
10 years
Gregory Gerlach
3 years
Henry Heusinkveld
1 year
Robert Hicks
1 year + $5 Donation
Gary Murta
5 years
Ken D. Olson
2 years
Charles Winger
1 year
New Member
Gloria Miladin
11946 Downey Avenue
Downey, CA 90242
home: 562-862-6602
gm500@yahoo.com

CONSERVATION NEWS
News Updates from the Desert Report, Summer 2004:
In a previous issue of the Sage, I reported on a fight to block the proposed Joshua Hills development between the
southern boundary of Joshua Tree National Park and the Coachella Valley Preserve. There is now good news: “On
June 30, 2004 escrow closed on more than half the land and put it in protected status. The second half should close
this summer. The purchase was made possible by: the Nature Conservancy, Coachella Valley Mountains
Conservancy, Coachella Association of Governments, City of Palm Desert and the Resources Legacy Fund
Foundation.”
Also, “Los Angeles Mayor James Hahn has called for the creation of a land conservancy in the Owens Valley that
would ban future developments on the 320,000 acres of land owned by the City of Los Angeles. Under the mayor’s
proposal, the city would retain the water rights but establish a conservation easement that would ensure that the area
remained in a natural state open to the same general uses – fishing, hunting, hiking, and grazing by local ranchers –
that are currently permitted. The Desert Committee has voted its support of a conservation easement.” Ann

IN MEMORIAM
Les Stockton

This eventually led to his involvement with the Sierra
Club. I think I can honestly say that his years in the
mountains were some of his happiest. I know he
thoroughly enjoyed the people he hiked with, led and
lectured to. His good humor and positive attitude were
an inspiration to all who knew him. There was always a
lot of laughter when he was around! I also know that
some of my father's finest and favorite moments were
when he was the Master of Ceremonies for the Hundred
Peaks and Desert Peaks banquets. His entertaining
anecdotes kept the evenings moving right along with
never a dull moment.

My Father was a Colonel in the United States Air Force.
After his retirement from active duty, he became very
involved in leading Sierra Club hikes and teaching in the
BMTC course for many, many years. He and my mother
were some of the pioneers of the Muscle Beach
phenomenon in the 40's and 50's. My Father also
collected butterflies for many years and his extensive
collection (over 800 display boxes) were donated to the
LA County Museum by my Mother and I after his death.
We are hoping some of his boxes will be put on
permanent display. His interests in butterfly collecting
eventually evolved into the collection of high altitude
specimens which is how he began climbing mountains.
THE DESERT SAGE

Laura Stockton
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Trip reports from scheduled DPS outings and private trips to
any peaks or areas of interest to
Sage recipients are welcomed and encouraged.
Please refer to the back cover for
CORRESPONDENCE submission details.
Next submission deadline is DECEMBER 11, 2004.

MUDDY PEAK—SECOND CLASS
February 15, 2004
By Gary Craig

N

o, the title isn’t an indictment of the worthiness of
Muddy Peak with respect to the DPS Peaks List.
Really, it’s just a declaration of a climb of Muddy
Peak, newest addition to the List, via a class 2 route from
the east and southeast side, last winter.
From February 13-15 2004, I had the pleasure of
participating in climbs of Moapa Peak, Mormon Peak,
and Muddy Peak with Ron Bartell and Christine
Mitchell, Patty Rambert, Ron Hudson, Jan St. Amand,
John Thau, and our trip organizer, Greg Vernon. We
had successful climbs of all three peaks and great
weather every day. We had to deal with a bit of wind on
Moapa and some new-fallen snow on Mormon (a fine
unlisted peak just a short distance north of Moapa), but
no real difficulties. We encountered long dirt roads, but
with not-too-confusing road navigation, to our roadheads
for each of these two peaks.

Gary Craig

miles) on the main road which continues SE and then
veers more E, to where the road climbs out of a wash
(UTM 106235) just a few yards before a road junction.
We parked here in the wash where some BLM red stakes
warn ORV’s against further travel. As on the standard
route, a high clearance vehicle is helpful on sections of
these roads.
From our lonely parking spot, we had our sights set on
the canyon mouth at UTM 087193 (about 3400’), which
is pretty much due east of the summit. To reach this
point, we traversed mostly south for most of the distance
and then turned west up the alluvial fan. There were
some signs of illegal off-road motor travel near where
we parked, and later on occasional signs of ranching and
the presence of cattle, but mostly this was very quiet
country. There is some cryptobiotic crust along the
route, so future travelers should do their best to step
around these fragile areas when possible. After crossing
a low ridge to reach the canyon mouth, we decided that
we could have made a basically straight-line approach
from our parking spot instead, which would have saved
some distance, and would have been about the same in
terms of down-and-up when crossing gullies. A route
that stays closer to the main N-S range will encounter
more elevation change due to even more wash and gully

“No, the title isn’t an indictment of the
worthiness of Muddy Peak with respect to
the DPS Peaks List.”
For our last peak, Muddy, Ron had investigated a route
from the east side that shares not a single footstep with
the traditional route through Hidden Valley. This route
enters an east-side canyon farther south in the N-S range
that Muddy Peak crowns. Since we had multiple
vehicles, Ron, Christine, and I opted for this new route,
while the rest of the group would attempt the nowstandard DPS route. The driving approach for this route
is the same as for the normal driving route along the
Bitter Springs Trail until one would turn onto the rightbranching fainter road at UTM 089243 (elevation 890 m,
2920 ft.). Instead, proceed straight ahead (a bit over 2
THE DESERT SAGE
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The lower part of this canyon is terrain very familiar to
DPSers: a mild-to-moderate inclined wash with a
mixture of boulders, sand, and a bit of brush. Walking
was pretty easy here though and we made good progress
in the main canyon, ignoring side canyon options,
proceeding first W, then SW, then twisting roughly NW
as we climbed. We left the bottom of the canyon at
about 4200’ (~1270m), ascending the slope to the north
at one of the various available spots. The canyon
appears to divide several times in this area on the map,
but there is a significant canyon option leading almost
directly NW to the summit. We followed this route,
either in the canyon bottom or the slabs to the right (E),
the rest of the way. There were a few slabs here that are
at the high end of class 2 but nothing really difficult to
be sure, and there is none of the rockfall danger as in the
3rd-class chimney on the north side standard route.

White Mountain Peak (14246’)
Rosy the Cattle Dog's First Fourteener
September 5, 2004
By Wynne Benti

I

saw the ad in our local paper, the Sierra Reader, that
the gates to Barcroft were opening for hikers on
Sunday of Labor Day weekend, so we zipped up
Silver Canyon in my old Jeep (250,000 miles on the
original transmission and engine), the fastest way to the
crest from Bishop.
I've hiked this peak almost a dozen times but decided to
take Rosy, my nine month old cattle dog. Not sure how
the
altitude
would
affect
her, she had her
usual mountain
mix: my Power
Bars
and
Glacier Freeze
Frost Gatorade
cut with water,
her favorites.
She did well on
the trail though
a heavier dog
Wynne Benti
might need boots. The day was beautiful with a bright
blue and unusually cloudless sky. The moon lingered
above the summit hut which we reached in just over two
hours.

Just below the summit we heard the voices of Ron H.
and Greg, who had reached the summit via the standard
route just before we did. Our route from the east side
had taken about 3:45 (one way, up), and we broke out
lunch as the rest of our friends made their way up the
standard route to the top. Skies were clear once again
and we enjoyed fine 360-degree views of southern
Nevada and Lake Mead in particular.

“There were a few slabs here that are at the
high end of class 2 but nothing really
difficult to be sure, and there is none of the
rockfall danger as in the 3rd-class chimney
on the north side standard route.”

The highpoint of the day, not counting the summit, was
sighting at close range, nearly two dozen bighorn sheep
at the beginning of the steep grade up the peak. In all the
years I've hiked in the desert, I personally have never
seen so many bighorn sheep together at one time. To
me, this is the very reason why the White Mountains are
so worthy of wilderness status: to set aside a parcel of
land for the bighorn.

For the descent, we did a key-swap, where Ron,
Christine, and I descended the standard route with most
of the others, and Ron Hudson reversed our ascent route
to retrieve our vehicle. This worked out pretty well as
we all arrived at the standard trailhead about 3 hours
after leaving the summit.

“In all the years I've hiked in the desert, I
personally have never seen so many
bighorn sheep together at one time.”

I can recommend our ascent route for those seeking a
technically simpler path to the summit than the standard
route. Most obviously, it completely avoids the steep
debris-filled chimney just below the summit, and also
avoids the loose, cruddy, slopes above the 1370m saddle.
The downside is that one misses the colorful and scenic
sandstone formations in Hidden Valley that are the
highlight of the standard route. Either way, I’m sure
you’ll have fun.
THE DESERT SAGE

We were back at the car within 4.5 hours and zipped
back down Silver Canyon beneath a bevy of gliders and
red-tailed hawks.
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DPS LEGENDS
The Truth Behind A Campfire Story
By Charlie Knapke

F

or the last fifteen years I have been hearing the
story of "The Red Baron". Each time I hear it the
details are slightly different but just as improbable.
I recently began trying to confirm the facts of this story.
To my surprise, nothing is mentioned in the DPS
newsletter even though it is based on an event that
occurred on a DPS peak. I tried to confirm it with Jerry
Keating who was active in that era but he had never
heard of the event! This caused me to wonder if the
event ever took place.
The best way to confirm it would be to talk with the
central character, Les Stockton, but Les had passed away
in April. Then I got a break. Don Croley met Les'
daughter, Laura, on a Tuesday hike in the Santa Monica
Mountains. I was able to contact her with Don's help via
email and was able to get the facts regarding Les's
nickname "The Red Baron". To the best of my
knowledge, this story was never printed in the DPS Sage
though it may have appeared in the HPS Lookout.

THE LEGEND OF THE RED BARON
(DPS Style)

Description: Les Stockton lecturing on the "Ten Essentials"
Photographer: Dick Worsfold Donor: Jetje Worsfold
Original: 35 mm slide made by Muir Dawson for 1986 Angeles Chapter Diamond
Jubilee Program; slide returned to Muir Dawson after scanning.
Credit: Dick Worsfold Collection, Sierra Club-Angeles Chapter Archives

“With no water and not much protection
from the desert sun, he found himself in real
trouble by the late afternoon.”

real trouble by the late afternoon. Eventually, as he
found himself resting in the shade of a Saguaro cactus
and pondering his demise, he heard shots off in the
distance. After calling for help, he was eventually found
and rescued by an extremely inebriated motorcycle rider
who was out target shooting. When this individual
finally arrived to where Les was sitting, all he kept
asking was "where are your pants?" After his rescue and
successful return to civilization, Les and a pilot friend
flew over the area trying to find his campsite. Unable to
find his camp from the air, they were just about ready to
give up when he saw the red color of his pack out of the
corner of his eye. Compass bearings were taken and his
gear was retrieved the following weekend. All red gear
was soon purchased since he was convinced that bright
red would always be easy to see and to find.

was wearing nothing but boots and a t-shirt! The next
morning found him with no water and a long way from
his car. He was also rather far off his route after
wandering around looking for his camp and had some
difficulty hiking out in the heat. With no water and not
much protection from the desert sun, he found himself in

Someone then tagged Les with the nickname "The Red
Baron". It stuck. He accepted the nickname in good
nature (after all he was a retired Air Force Colonel). He
even had a red VW Beetle for many years with a license
plate that said "RED B." Then the HPS Management
Committee made it official. In 1972 they gave Les the
Special Award - The Red Baron.

Les was scheduled to lead a backpack of Rabbit Peak.
The weekend before the trip, he went out by himself to
scout the route. While spending the night in his bag, he
was forced to respond to a call of nature. It was at that
time that he became aware of the grandeur of the
nighttime sky. He spent some time walking around
admiring the view. When he went to return to his camp,
he could not find it! After spending some time in a
fruitless search, he was forced to wait until morning. He
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VIEW FROM OBSERVATION HILL

OUT IN THE COLD:
One Woman’s Experience in Antarctica
Chapter 1
By Linda McDermott

J

ust how does a DPS’er end up in Antarctica? Why
not? We climb deserts all over the western US and
Mexico, so why not experience the largest desert on
earth? The journey started about 15 years ago when I
was in Christchurch, New Zealand. I saw a fellow in the
airport carry a bag that said “Antarctica” on it. When I
questioned him, he said he was a janitor at McMurdo,
just finishing his contract. Hum. An idea is born.
First impression? Well, there’s a history to that. We
finally got to Christchurch, New Zealand on October 3.
I was supposed to fly out on a C-141 on October 5. We
boarded the big Air Force C-141, complete with all our
gear, early in the morning. A C-17 left before we did.
We were in the air about 5 hours when one of the
military staff showed an Australian boomerang. We had
to turn around. So….I spent 8 hours tucked between
tons of people as we turned around and returned to New
Zealand. As it turns out, the runway is built directly on
the sea ice of the Ross Sea. Salt water sometimes eats
away under the runway, causing pockets. When the C17 landed, it tore up the runway and the runway had to
be repaired. We waited for three days in Christchurch
while that happened. So, my first impression, and hope,
was that we would land safety on the sea ice. We did.

Later, two friends where I worked said a friend of theirs
had worked in Antarctica. They gave me the name of
the company that handled the contract in Antarctica. I
kept my eyes open, and when the time was right, I
looked on the Raytheon Polar Services website
(www.usap.gov - a fascinating site with pictures) to look
around. At the point in time when I was really serious
about going, Raytheon had the government contract to
supply support services for the National Science
Foundation’s U.S. Antarctic Program.
Basically,
Raytheon is providing services such as feeding the 1100
people expected during this summer that I’m here,
providing janitorial services, transportation and fuel
needs, cooks for the field camps, building the new
structures, providing information tech support, etc., etc.!
Just about any job it takes to run a small town!
I flew to Denver to attend Raytheon’s Job Fair in April.
I handed my resume to the Human Resources Director.
Many months later, I landed here on the ice on October
9, 2004.

“Salt water sometimes eats away under the
runway, causing pockets. When the C-17
landed, it tore up the runway and the runway
had to be repaired.”

MCMURDO STATION/MCMURDO SOUND/ROSS SEA

I didn’t get a chance to get outside for a few days
because I had to train immediately with the person I was
replacing. The thing I noticed immediately about the
folks here was, they are extremely friendly and well
educated. At this point in time, everyone is just arriving
on the ice and very excited to be here. One person I’ve
been hiking with has two master’s degrees and she is a
janitor. For many, they are coming home. Folks have
their stuff in storage, traveling when they are not down
here. There’s a 60% return rate, a great number
considering the harshness of the environment. I met a
bunch of folks in Christchurch to whom I bonded, so I
didn’t feel too alone.
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Weather has been good. Definition: it’s been Code 3
most of the time, which means no blizzards. On October
17, it finally got above 0 degrees, to a warm 6 or 7
degrees. Low? Well, who knows. Sometimes it’s been
windy. When that happens, I stay in.

MT. EREBUS

“Weather has been good. Definition: it’s
been Code 3 most of the time, which means
no blizzards.”

I am working at McMurdo Station. There are three yearround U.S. research stations in Antarctica McMurdo
(largest), South Pole and Palmer (smallest), two icestrengthened ships and several field camps. In the
winter, there are about 200 folks here, now 1100 are
expected for summer. There are no dogs anymore.
Though the dogs were integral in transportation in the
1960’ and 70’s, through international treaty, they were
taken off the ice in the early 1990’s. There are tons of
stations here on the continent, managed by many
different countries, but no one country owns Antarctica.
Ok. Real first impression: it’s cold here, McMurdo
Sound is large and iced over for miles, and the
mountains I can see are not hugely tall. I’m able to
discern a higher set of mountains as I look at the TransAntarctica range across the bay. McMurdo is really on
an island, but you can see the continent about 40 miles
away, and it is much closer behind us.
INSIDE THE AIR FORCE C-141

Where do I live? In a dorm with one other person. I
lucked out. We have a shared bath with another room,
so only four of us share a bath. There is also a sink in
our room. I have a shared TV and VCR. I brought my
own portable CD player with earphones. They have
movies on TV every night about 6:30 – I mean like
“Spiderman,” “White Oleander,” and other not too old
movies. They also have movies in the Coffee House,
which serves beer and wine. I just saw a film on
Antarctica recently in the Coffee House – we can earn
college credits from the University of California, Fresno.
We have to pay for booze, but all the meals and drinks
are free. When we watch regular TV (there are only a
few channels) there are military commercials, which
have been interesting.
In each of the dorms there are lounges, saunas (not
Jacuzzis), pool tables or ping pong tables, ice machines –
just a variety of things. There is a gymnasium, workout
room with weights, another one with machines, a
greenhouse, library, three bars, one coffee house, a
ceramics room with small kiln, arts and crafts room with
sewing machines, US post office, a Skua which is where
old clothes are left by those departing
for those coming, band practice, and
just all kinds of programs like bingo,
talks by scientists and lecturers, “Stitch
and Bitch” (for crocheting, knitting,
etc.), just loads of things I haven’t even
explored yet.
Stay tuned for Chapter 2 when I’ll
describe what I’ve done outdoors!
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Another negative is that the book was published fortyfive years after the Death Valley events took place, thus
relying on the memory of an author that Lawrence Clark
Powell describes as a “shaky old man.” Furthermore, as
Powell ponders, “Who was it that helped Manly write
his book?” Indeed, there is strong evidence, based on
shorter pieces and letters which Manly published about
the same time, that he alone could not have produced
such a work.

BurtFalk@aol.com

BOOK REVIEW

Despite these distractions, however, we need to take a
closer look at a book that Powell goes on to describe as a
“classic of the gold rush, a chronicle of death and
disaster, survival and heroism, distinguished by narrative
power, specific event and precise observation.”

DEATH VALLEY IN ’49
William Lewis Manly (1894)

Death Valley in ’49, basically, is the autobiography of
William Lewis Manly—with heavy emphasis on the
author’s overland journey to California in 1849-50, and
the days he subsequently spent in the Mother Lode area
mining for gold.

A DPS Classic

I began this DPS classic book series five years ago with
The Desert (1901) by John Van Dyke, an author
described by Southern California bibliographer Franklin
Walker as “the first to exalt the desert as a place of
beauty.” Walker also remarked that Van Dyke was the
inspiration for many of the early desert writers, including
Mary Austin, George Wharton James, J. Smeaton Chase
and Zane Grey—each of whom has subsequently been
awarded DPS classic status.
It
has
become
apparent to me,
however, that other,
earlier books need to
be considered as DPS
classics, the most
noteworthy of which
is probably William L.
Manly’s Death Valley
in ’49, published in
1894, a seminal desert
work if there ever was
one.

Manly was born April 6, 1820 in St. Albans, Vermont,
near Lake Champlain, where, raised on a hard scrabble
farm, he became self-reliant at an early age. Indeed,
when he was only eight he set off with his uncle to drive
a horse-drawn cart all the way to Ohio. The following
year, rejoining his family at their new homestead in
Jackson County, Michigan, he settled into the life as a
frontier farm lad, clearing land, doing chores and
hunting for food. In his heart, however, Manly was an
adventurer, and by the time he was in his early twenties
he could be found roaming about Michigan and
Wisconsin, running trap lines, mining for lead, making
shingles and in general working hard to make a living.
In the spring of 1849, Manly, then twenty-nine, and
Asabel Bennett, thirty-five, of Mineral Point, WI,
decided to join in the California Gold Rush and began
preparations to leave for the Mother Lode a.s.a.p.
Manly’s narrative for the next few months includes tales
of how he lost track of Bennett and his family, with
whom he had left his “outfit” (clothes, ammunition,
etc.), why he joined another wagon party to cross what is
now Nebraska and eastern Wyoming, his rationale for
rafting down the Green River with four other men,
seeking an easier route west, and how that September he
found Bennett again, still in possession of his “outfit,” at
a rendezvous near the present city of Provo.

On the other hand,
Death Valley in ’49
does comes with a bit
of baggage. Oh sure,
William L. Manly
it’s a memorable
survival tale, vividly describing the ordeal of the thirty
plus argonauts that became stuck in the valley in
December 1849—but, as Death Valley bibliographer E.I.
Edwards points out, only a relatively small portion of the
volume (about two-fifths) actually concerns “the Death
Valley episode.”
THE DESERT SAGE
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decided to follow a reportedly easy route to the
southwest, joining the Spanish Trail in Southern Utah,
and eventually reaching the goldfields via a long but safe
detour through Los Angeles.

man did eat; the hawk was pretty fair and quite good
eating; but that abominable crow! His flesh was about
as black as his feathers and full of tough and bony
sinews. We concluded we did not want any more of that
kind of bird, and ever since that day, when I have heard
people talk of ‘eating crow’ as a bitter pill, I think I
know all about it from experience.”

At Mountain Meadows, Utah, however, prior to reaching
the Spanish Trail, many of the group, including the
Bennett, Arcane (spelled Arcans by later historians) and
Wade families, decided to take an ill-conceived short cut
to the west through unknown desert country. By late
December, approximately thirty-five of these folks had
reached the floor of Death Valley, at which point their
supplies were dangerously low, their oxen were weak
and their resolution was failing. After making an
unsuccessful attempt to cross the rugged Panamints, the
group settled into a camp at what is now known as
Bennett’s Well, and there Manly and another single man,
John H. Rogers—assuming that civilization and help
must lie just over the mountains—volunteered to hike
out and return with much-needed aid.

Perhaps the most notable quotation in Death Valley in
’49 occurs when, after working their way to the crest of
the confining mountains to the west, the departing
families, following so much trial, suffering and death,
look back and say, “Good-bye, Death Valley!”
Manly goes on to note that: “Ever after this in speaking
of this long and narrow valley over which we had
crossed into its nearly central part, and on the edge of
which the lone camp was made for so many days, it was
called Death Valley.
“Many accounts have been given to the world as to the
origin of the name and by whom it was thus designated,
but ours were the first visible footsteps, and we the party
which named it the saddest and most dreadful name that
came to us first from its memories.”

But aid wasn’t on the other side of the rocky range—
only Panamint Dry Lake. In fact, it took the two men
almost a month to reach a ranch near the present day
Newhall area, acquire the needed supplies and horses,
and then return to the stranded families, who by that time
numbered only six. The fact is, however, that Manly and
Rogers were successful in their rescue efforts, and the
tale the author tells—without a hint of selfaggrandizement—is one of the most heroic sagas to
come out of the Gold Rush era. If you haven’t read it,
you should. If you’ve already read it, it’s worth a revisit.

Following the rescue, Death Valley in ’49 describes
Manly’s further adventures in California—his account of
his first sight of the endless waves rolling in from the
Pacific Ocean in Chapter XII is priceless—his trip by
ship, via Panama, back to the Midwest, and his
subsequent return to California, where he eventually
settled down in the San Jose area.

As mentioned, Manly (and probably a good editor—see
discussion below) produced a book “distinguished by
narrative power, specific event and precise observation.”
As an example, consider the following quotations from
Chapter X, describing the author and Rogers’ plight,
when, while crossing the Mojave Desert on their way to
seek help, they ran out of both water and food.

Memoirs by Dr. M. S. McMahon, one of the men who
rafted down the Green River with Manly, and a chapter
regarding the adventures of the Jayhawker Party are
included in early editions of the book.
Geographic Considerations: One of the most intriguing
questions arising from Death Valley in ’49 is, “By what
route did the Bennett and Arcane parties pass through
the valley?” Because there were few if any place names
at the time of “the episode,” and since the memories of
those involved had grown fuzzy by the time they were
later questioned, there has been much conjecture over
this issue.

“(Rogers) had found a little ice that was frozen under the
clear sky. It was not thicker than window glass. After
putting a piece in our mouths we gathered all we could
and put it into the little quart camp kettle to melt…I can
but think how providential it was that we started in the
night for in an hour after the sun had risen that little
sheet of ice would have melted ant the water would have
sunk into the sand.

Well, in addition to possessing a rare first edition of
Death Valley in ’49, published by Pacific Tree & Vine
Co. in 1894, I also own a copy of the “Centennial
Edition” of the book, published in 1949 by Borden
Publishing Co., inside the back cover of which is a fold-

A few days later, on the verge of starvation, the two men
were successful in shooting three birds, which, boiled
together in a stew, produced the following results: “As to
these birds—the quail was as superb a morsel as ever a
THE DESERT SAGE
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In an ensuing discussion, Edwards remembered that
somewhere he had evidence to support the fact that
Manly had a good but anonymous editor. He then
smiled, opened a desk drawer, and pulled out a sheet of
paper that had been found, posthumously, among Carl I.
Wheat’s Death Valley material.

out map, prepared by historian/cartographer Carl I.
Wheat, which traces not only the route of the ManlyBennett Party but also those of the other groups that
wandered into Death Valley in December 1849,
including the Jayhawker Party, the Georgians, the
Mississippi Boys, Captain Town’s Party and the Wade
Party.

The paper, dated December 20, 1939, was a memo from
one Park Naturalist to another recalling a conversation
that the writer had had with two Park visitors, Mr. C.P.
Franklin, who as a young man had been a neighbor of
Manly in San Jose, and Franklin’s daughter, Ellen.

As Wheat reconstructs the events, most of those who
opted for the desert short cut approached Death Valley
from the east, through the Amargosa Desert, entering the
valley via Furnace Creek Wash. The Jayhawkers, who
arrived a few days ahead of the Manly/Bennett group,
turned north upon reaching the valley floor and
eventually followed Emigrant Wash out of the
depression. The Georgians exited directly over Tucki
Mountain, near which one of their members, Jim
Martin, found an outcropping rich in silver, the so-called
“Lost Gunsight Lode”—but that’s an entirely different
story. The Bennetts, the Arcanes, the Wades and a few
others, proceeded to cross valley—via the Devils Golf
Course—and continue south until they reached Bennett’s
Well, from whence Manly and Rodgers departed to seek
help.

In the memo, Manly is described by Franklin as, “‘…a
small man, about 5 feet 4 inches in height, bent over and
walking with a manzanita cane held in a palsied hand,
palm outward. His eye was clear and keen with a snow
white beard and his mind was like a basket, filled only
with the events of his trip through Death Valley.
“’Miss Ellen Franklin,’” the memo continued, “’told me
of a Mrs. Margaret (Munn) Smith who lives at Stinson
Beach near Muir Woods National Monument. Her
father assisted Manly in the preparation of the
manuscript for Death Valley in ’49.’” (My italics)
Aha!
Powell goes on to wonder, “Now who’s going to find out
who he was, that man named Munn?”
Edwards answers, “Let’s leave something for the young
ones.”
So there you have it—yet another mystery posed by our
ever enigmatic Mojave desert.

Wheat figures that the Manly/Bennett/Arcane group left
the valley by heading west up Six Springs Canyon on the
east side of the Panamints, and then down on the west
side of the range via South Park Canyon. This route, by
the way, lies between the two DPS summits, Porter
Peak and Manly Peak. After reaching Panamint Dry
Lake, the little group continued west on a route to the
north of Argus Peak.
There is, however, scholarly conjecture in regards to
Wheat’s findings. Indeed, I have recently acquired
copies of Beyond This Place There Be Dragons (1984),
by George Koenig, and Escape From Death Valley
(1987) by LeRoy & Jean Johnson, both of which offer
different conclusions as to the routes followed by the
various parties. Since the areas in which these treks took
place lie in the very midst of an important DPS climbing
area, I expect this material to be of interest to Section
members.
Look for reviews of the Koenig and
Johnsons’ volumes in an upcoming issue of Desert Sage.

Subscription Reminder
If you haven’t already
done so, please consider renewing
your Sage subscription. Dues are $10 per year and
multiple year subscriptions are encouraged. If you feel
even more compelled, the DPS offers a “sustaining”
dues option ($20) which delivers your
Sage via first class mail.
Send your check made
payable to “DPS” to :

The Question of Authorship: In his book California
Classics (1971), Lawrence Clark Powell recalls a
meeting with fellow western bibliographer E.I. Edwards
at Edward’s home in Yucca Valley. While discussing
Death Valley in ’49, Powell asked Edwards, “Who was
it that helped Manly write his book?”
“The same question has occurred to me,” Edwards
admitted.
THE DESERT SAGE

Mirna Roach
4547 Viro Road
La Canada, CA 91011-3763
Include accurate address information.
For your convenience, you may
choose to use the order form on the next page.
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DESERT PHOTOS

Bighorns near White Mountain Peak. Credit: Wynne Benti
Hut atop White Mountain Peak. Credit: Wynne Benti

Atop Mt. Patterson, 7-25-04. Left to right, Sue Holloway, Charlie Knapke,
John Strauch, George Wysup. Credit: John Strauch

COVER: Glass Mountain from the south. Photo by Bob Sumner
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It costs ten dollars a year to subscribe the SAGE. Anyone can subscribe to the SAGE, even
if not a member of the DPS or the Sierra Club. To become a member of the DPS, you
must (1) belong to the Sierra Club, (2) have climbed 6 of the 98 peaks on the DPS peaks
list, and (3) subscribe to the SAGE. Non-members who subscribe the SAGE are not
allowed to vote in our elections. New subscriptions beginning after October 1 will apply
through the next calendar year. Only 1 subscription is required per household. When
renewing your membership, please list all other DPS members who reside at your
address to update their status. Subscriptions and donations are not tax deductible.

Subscriptions/Memberships:
Type

# of Years Per Year

 Regular

$10

 Sustaining

$20
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DPS Peaks List

$1
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________
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________

printed version (price includes shipping)

♦

________
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♦

________
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♦

________
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DESERT PEAKS SECTION

DPS NEWSLETTER - The DESERT SAGE - Published six times a year by the Desert Peaks Section of the
Angeles Chapter of the Sierra Club. SUBMISSION DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT SAGE IS: DECEMBER 11, 2004.
SUBSCRIPTION/MEMBERSHIP - It costs ten dollars a year to subscribe to the SAGE. Anyone can subscribe to
the SAGE, even if not a member of the DPS or the Sierra Club, by sending $10 to Membership Records. To become a
member of the DPS you must (1) belong to the Sierra Club (2) have climbed 6 of the 99 peaks on the DPS peaks list
and (3) send $10 to Membership Records for a SAGE subscription. Non-members who subscribe to the SAGE are not
allowed to vote in our elections. Renewals, subscriptions and address changes should be sent to Membership
Records, Mirna Roach, 4547 Viro Road, La Canada, CA 91011-3763 The subscription/membership year now is for
six issues, regardless of when payment is received.
EMBLEM STATUS AND GUIDES - To receive DPS emblem status you must climb 15 peaks on the list, five of
which must be from the list of seven emblem peaks, and have belonged to the section of one year. To work on the list
you will probably want to buy from the Treasurer (Pat Acheson, PO Box 90043, Pasadena, CA 91109-0043) the
Desert Peaks Road and Peak Guide 4th Edition - $28 + $2 Postage or if you like to explore without much
direction just purchase DPS PEAKS LIST - $1 (enclose a self-addressed envelope).
CORRESPONDENCE - We welcome all articles and letters pertaining to outdoor activities of interest to DPS
members. Some submittals tend to be too long and space limitations and other considerations are factors in the
decision to publish an article/map. The editor may modify submittals in a perhaps, misguided attempt to increase
clarity or decrease length but will hopefully not modify your meaning. Trip reports on official DPS sponsored trips
are always printed. If you are a participant and know that the leaders are not going to submit a trip report then feel
free to submit a report. We welcome reports of private trips to unlisted peaks and private trips using non standard
routes to listed peaks. Please DATE all submissions. Please indicate topo map names, dates and contour intervals.
Digital (word processor files) content are essential and will help ensure that there are no typographical errors. Send
copy to the Editor (see below) by the published deadline. Please include a SASE if you would like to have your
material (maps/floppys) returned. If possible, print on the back of a picture when and where it was taken, what it is of,
who is in it, and who took it. Email usually works best for simple text-based submissions and minimizes editing
complexity. Email editor for details on submitting attachments and/or digital photo scans.
ADVERTISEMENTS - You can advertise in the SAGE to recruit participants on private outings or sell items. The
cost is $1 for the first eight lines and $1 for each additional four lines.
EDITOR - Bob Sumner, PO Box 7415, Incline Village, NV, 89452
Phone : 775-831-2946 Email : bobsumner@worldnet.att.net
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