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by Sandy Lara
Hello Desert Climbers!
Our season is upon
us! I hope you are
getting out to our
peaks and enjoying
all they have to offer.
If you are a leader,
please lead a trip or
two for us. We need
participants,
too!
Let’s see you out
there!
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I was sad to see that
Gordon MacLeod passed away. I realize now that I
never met him but feel like I must have because I THE NEXT SAGE SUBMISSION DEADLINE
have seen so many of his signatures in peak regisIS FEBRUARY 9, 2020
ters, especially in registers that he and Barbara Lilley placed over the decades. He’s certainly a legend The Desert Sage is published six times a year by
and that won’t stop now! See the obituary Barbara the Desert Peaks Section of the Angeles Chapter of
wrote for him on page 9 in this issue of the Sage.
the Sierra Club. Please see the back page of the
Sage for subscription information. The Desert Sage
Many updates and improvements have been made is the property of the Desert Peaks Section of the
on our website (www.desertpeaks.org). Many Angeles Chapter of the Sierra Club. All rights rethanks to our webmaster, William Chen, for follow- served. The Desert Peaks Section maintains a webing through on the numerous suggestions that he site at: http://desertpeaks.org/.
has received. If you have any thoughts on future
changes or updates, please let us know. We are trying to be accessible to the general climbing community.
Our banquet will be on May 17, 2020, at The Reef
Restaurant in Long Beach. Save the date!
Happy climbing!
Sandy Lara
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Desert Peaks Section Leadership
for the 2019 - 2020 Season
Elected Positions
Chair
Sandy Lara
5218 East Parkcrest Street
Long Beach, CA 90808-1855
(562) 522-5323
ssperling1@verizon.net

Appointed Positions
Archives
Barbara Reber
PO Box 1911
Newport Beach, CA 92659-0911
(949) 640-7821

Vice Chair / Outings / Safety
Megan Birdsill
4110 La Crescenta Avenue, # 112
La Crescenta, CA 91214
mbirdsill@gmail.com

Conservation Chair
Dave Perkins
1664 Buttercup Road
Encinitas, CA 92024-2451
(818) 421-4930
david.perkins@csun.edu

Secretary
Tina Bowman
283 Argonne Avenue
Long Beach, CA 90803-1743
(562) 438-3809
tina@bowmanchange.com

Guidebook Editor
Jim Morehouse
3604 Plano Vista Road, NE
Rio Rancho, NM 87124
(702) 528-3712
desertpeakssection@gmail.com

Treasurer
Laura Newman
11755 Entrada Avenue
Porter Ranch, CA 91326-1933
desertpeakstreasurer@gmail.com

Mailer
Elaine Baldwin
3760 Ruthbar Drive
Hawthorne, CA 90250-8473
(310) 675-4120
DWBaldwin@aol.com

Program / Banquet
Jim Fleming
538 Yarrow Drive
Simi Valley, CA 93065-7352
(805) 405-1726
jimf333@att.net

Cover Photo Credit…
goes to Nahid Shirazi. The
photo
was
taken
on
September 1, 2019 on a DPS
scheduled climb of Mummy
Mountain and shows the
group descending the peak
via DPS Route B. Please see
the story on page 10 of this
issue of The Desert Sage.

The Desert Sage

Membership Records Chair
Ron Bartell
1556 21st Street
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266
(310) 546-1977
ronbartell@yahoo.com
Merchandising
Laura Newman
11755 Entrada Avenue
Porter Ranch, CA 91326-1933
desertpeakstreasurer@gmail.com

Mountaineering Committee
Chair
Megan Birdsill
4110 La Crescenta Avenue,
# 112
La Crescenta, CA 91214
mbirdsill@gmail.com
Mountaineering Committee
Ron Bartell
ronbartell@yahoo.com
Tina Bowman
tina@bowmanchange.com
Mountain Records
(Summit Registers)
Mark Butski
6891 Rio Vista
Huntington Beach, CA 92647
(562) 716-9067
hbmark58@yahoo.com
Newsletter Editor
(The Desert Sage)
Greg Gerlach
23933 Via Astuto
Murrieta, CA 92562
(626) 484-2897
gregrg1955@verizon.net
Webmaster
William Chen
25005 Magic Mountain Parkway,
Apartment 434
Santa Clarita, CA 93155
(805) 284-7385
William101.chen@gmail.com

The Desert Peaks Section
explores the desert mountain ranges of California
and the Southwest, stimulates the interest of Sierra
Club membership in climbing these ranges and aids
in the conservation and preservation of desert
wilderness areas.
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Trips & Events
January 2020 — October 2020
Please visit the DPS website for an even more up-to-date listing of upcoming trips and evens at
http://desertpeaks.org/.
JAN 11
JAN 11-12
JAN 18-19
MARCH 15
APRIL 19
MAY 17
MAY 23
OCT 17

SAT
SAT-SUN
SAT-SUN
SUN
SUN
SUN
SAT
SAT

LTC
LTC, WTC, HPS, DPS, SPS
DPS, WTC, HPS
DPS
DPS
DPS
DPS, LTC, WTC, HPS
DPS, LTC, WTC, HPS

Navigation Workshop on 3rd Class Terrain
Indian Cove Navigation Noodle
Smith Mountain and Tucki Mountain
DPS Management Committee Meeting and Potluck
DPS Management Committee Meeting and Potluck
DPS Annual Banquet “Save the Date”
Navigation: Beginning Navigation Clinic
Navigation: Beginning Navigation Clinic

JANUARY 11
SAT
LTC
M/R: Navigation Workshop on 3rd Class Terrain: This navigation workshop is limited to individuals
participating in the Indian Cove Navigation Noodle (see below) and is intended to explore special navigation
issues that arise on 3rd class terrain. Class 3 rock travel experience required. Restricted to Sierra Club members.
Helmets and medical forms required; group size is limited. Send email, Sierra Club number, class 3 experience,
conditioning, contact info to Leader: Robert Myers (rmmyers@ix.netcom.com). Co-Leader: John Kieffer.


JANUARY 11-12
SAT-SUN
LTC, WTC, HPS, DPS, SPS
I: Navigation: Indian Cove Navigation Noodle: Navigation noodle at Joshua Tree National Park to satisfy the
basic (I/M) level navigation requirements. Saturday for practice, skills refresher, altimeter, homework, campfire.
Sunday checkout. Send email/sase, contact info, navigation experience/training, any WTC, leader rating,
rideshare to Leader: Robert Myers (310-829-3177, rmmyers@ix.netcom.com). Assistant: Ann Sheilds.


JANUARY 18-19
SAT-SUN
DPS, WTC, HPS
I: I: Smith Mountain (5,913) and Tucki Mountain (6,726): Join us on our first desert trip of 2020 for a fun
weekend in the Mojave Desert at Death Valley National Park for a couple of moderately strenuous climbs of
two classic desert peaks. Saturday expect about 6.2 RT miles and 2,100’ of gain for Smith, and on Sunday 8.8
RT miles and 2,700’ of gain for Tucki. Festive Happy Hour Pot Luck Saturday night under nearly moonless
night skies!!! High Clearance, 4WD vehicles are required to reach the trailhead for Tucki Mtn. This DPS outing
is co-sponsored by WTC and HPS. Email Mat Kelliher at mkelliher746@gmail.com with contact, vehicle type
and carpool info, recent conditioning, and experience for trip status and details. Leaders: Mat Kelliher and Neal
Robbins.


MARCH 15
SUN
DPS
O: DPS Management Committee Meeting and Potluck: Join us at the home of Larry and Barbee Tidball in
Long Beach for the DPS Management Committee meeting at 4:30 p.m. and potluck at 6:00 p.m. Please bring a
beverage of your choice and a potluck item to share. RSVP to Barbee at lbtidball@verizon.net.


APRIL 19
SUN
DPS
O: DPS Management Committee Meeting and Potluck: Join us at the home of Tom Sumner in Sylmar for
the DPS Management Committee meeting at 4:30 p.m. and potluck at 6:00 p.m. Please bring a beverage of your
choice and a potluck item to share. RSVP to Tom at locornnr@aol.com.


MAY 17
SUN
DPS
O: DPS Annual Banquet “Save the Date”: Join your fellow DPS members and friends for a wonderful
evening at The Reef Restaurant located in the city of Long Beach for the DPS annual banquet. Happy hour
starts at 5:00 p.m. and dinner starts at 6:30 p.m., followed by awards. The banquet speaker will be Bob Burb,
who will showcase interesting peaks, places and views located in the desert, with Evan Rasmussen providing
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most of the photographs. Additional information to follow on the DPS website and in The Desert Sage.
MAY 23
SAT
DPS, LTC, WTC, HPS
I: Navigation: Beginning Clinic: Spend the day one-on-one with an instructor, learning/practicing map and
compass in our local mountains. Beginners to rusty old-timers welcome and practice is available at all skill
levels. Not a checkout, but it will help you prepare. Many expert leaders will attend; many I-rated leaders
started here in the past. 4 miles, 500' gain. Send sase, phones, rideshare info, $25 deposit, refunded at trailhead
(Sierra Club) to Leader: Diane Dunbar (dianedunbar@charter.net or 818-248-0455). Co-Leader: Richard
Boardman (310-374-4371).


OCTOBER 17
SAT
DPS, LTC, WTC, HPS
I: Navigation: Beginning Clinic: Spend the day one-on-one with an instructor, learning/practicing map and
compass in our local mountains. Beginners to rusty old-timers welcome and practice is available at all skill
levels. Not a checkout, but it will help you prepare. Many expert leaders will attend; many I-rated leaders
started here in the past. 4 miles, 500' gain. Send sase, phones, rideshare info, $25 deposit, refunded at trailhead
(Sierra Club) to Leader: Diane Dunbar (dianedunbar@charter.net or 818-248-0455). Co-Leader: Richard
Boardman (310-374-4371).


In order to participate in one of the Sierra Club's outings, you will need to sign a liability waiver. If
you would like to read a copy of the waiver prior to the outing, please see http://sierraclub.org/outings/
chapter/forms or call 415-977-5528.
In the interest of facilitating the logistics of some outings, it is customary that participants make
carpooling arrangements. The Sierra Club does not have insurance for carpooling arrangements and assumes
no liability for them. Carpooling, ride sharing or anything similar is strictly a private arrangement among the
participants. In addition, participants assume the risks associated with this travel. CST 2087766-40.
Registration as a seller of travel does not constitute approval by the State of California.

DPS Membership Report
by Ron Bartell
Membership Summary
Type
Member
Household
Subscriber
Totals:

Regular
94
28
27
149

Sustaining
39
5
44

Activity Report
New Members
David Jahng

Tucki Mtn

New Subscribers
Yvonne Galvez
Garrett Marcotte
Jacqueline Sly

The Desert Sage

3 years
1 year
1 year
1 year

Renewals
Sharon Boothman
Larry Edmonds
Paul Nelson
Chuck Pospishil
Gerry & Jennifer Roach
Le Roy Russ
Jim Scott
Elena Sherman & Scott Sullivan
Bruce & Terry Turner

2 years
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year

Donations
$10 from Sharon Boothman
$5 from Gregory Frux

Sustaining Renewals
Mary Ann & Jeff Bonds

Paul Cooley
Gregory Frux
Nancy & Jerry Keating
Roger Weingaertner

1 year
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DPS Membership Report Continued
Jacqueline (Jackie) Sly: New Subscriber

Jackie enjoys peak bagging, trail running, plein
air watercolors during rest stops, and being in
From a Southern California family of avid day the wilderness with her doggo. The desert, with
hikers, national park enthusiasts and plein air its stark mountains and vast colorful landscapes,
painters - Jackie knew she loved being outdoors has always been a home-away-from-home for
Jackie. She is looking forward to nabbing 3
more DPS peaks to secure her membership and
leading more DPS trips.
Jason Seieroe: Jason earned his full
M rating

from a young age. But it wasn't until 2014 that
she had her first backpacking experience. The
experience of trail finding and problem solving inreal-time cemented in Jackie both a love for
backpacking and a desire to build up a robust
backcountry navigation skillset. What started as
casual backpacking and peak bagging with
friends - including bagging DPS Emblem peak
Telescope Peak, in 2015 - lead Jackie to enroll in
the Wilderness Travel Course in 2016. Since
then, Jackie has logged many more backpacking
miles, joined WTC staff as part of SGV G5, got
her O-rating, and completed a WFR as part of
her bid towards her I-rating. She lead her first
DPS trip in November 2019 to Telescope Peak
with DPS leader, and fellow WTC instructor, Megan Birdsill. The next day, Jackie tagged along
as a participant on the DPS day hike of Tucki
Mountain led by Megan and Dave Jahng. The
desert backcountry's dramatic, rolling landscapes
and peaceful solitude served as a gentle reminder to close out her I-rating and bag more DPS
peaks.
The Desert Sage

As a kid growing up in Los Angeles, Jason Seieroe spent lots of time in the Mojave Desert
while visiting family. He got back into backpacking in 2010 and took WTC and AMP in 2013,
joining
the
staff of WTC
LBSB Group 2
in 2014. WTC
introduced him
to hiking and
climbing in the
desert with the
DPS,
something he hadn’t
thought about
before. Since
then he’s started
slowly
working on the
DPS list with
new
friends
and enjoying
the peace and
solitude of the desert backcountry.
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Treasurer’s
Report

Outings Chair
by Megan Birdsill

visit.

I hope everyone has had
a chance to explore the
desert thus far this season! We are starting to
fill in the calendar for
2020 but still have a
long way to go to offer a
full list of trips and challenges. Over the holidays please break out
your maps and our peak
list and find a new place
you'd like to explore and
share with others, or
perhaps an old favorite
you cannot wait to re-

by Laura Newman
DPS Account Summary
from January 1, 2019 to
November 30, 2019
Income
Banquet Silent Auction
Banquet Ticket Sales
Donations
Membership/Subscriptions
Merchandise

$241.00
$1,752.00
$15.00
$1,740.00
$62.00

Total Income

$3,810.00

On January 15th I will be presenting at Reel Rock at
CalTech about the wonderful opportunities for both
aspiring and accomplished mountaineers to climb
with the club. I'd love to have a full calendar to promote! Please also consider joining us to talk with prospective members. The Reel Rock presentations bring
a really fun crowd interested in the diverse set of adventure films. Tickets are $12 and can be found here:
www.caltech.edu/campus-life-events/master-calendar/
reel-rock-14.

Expenses

Another opportunity, and a way to test your navigation skills, is to join the Desert Orienteering Festival
on January 18-19th in Anza Borrego. Orienteering is
a competitive sport in which participants find their
way to various checkpoints across rough country with
the aid of a map and compass, the winner being the
one with the lowest elapsed time. There are different
levels for children, beginners, on up to very advanced
navigators. I'll be there competing at the two Sunday
events, The Classic and The Maze, and invite all DPS
members to join me. Perhaps we can bag Rosa Point
or Indianheard the day before? Think about it.

Pay Pal Balance

Finally, the new waiver has been approved and its use
is required as of January 1st. It can be found on the

Banquet Expenses
Merchandise Expenses
Sage Expenses
Sage Mailing
Sales Tax
Web Page Expenses

$2,344.17
$2.35
$854.23
$991.80
$10.50
$26.00

Total Expenses

$4,229.05
$9.41

Checking Account
Balance

$3,157.23

Total

$3,166.64

Sierra Club website under forms for leaders. I encourage both leaders and participants to review the new
waiver to gain comfort with its language and format
before your next scheduled trip.
Wishing you a very happy new year, Megan.

Special Offer to New DPS Members and Subscribers
The DPS would like to welcome new members and subscribers (who don’t yet meet the criteria for membership) with a
one year free subscription to The Desert Sage. New members as well as new subscribers should send their completed
membership application form to the DPS Membership Chair, Ron Bartell, by email (desertpeakssection@gmail.com) or
USPS (the form with the address may be downloaded in Word or Adobe Acrobat format at http://desertpeaks.org/
aboutus.htm), or may be found in this issue of the Sage.
The Desert Sage
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Conservation Chair
Scientists Bet on “Survivor” Trees
to Withstand Drought and
Climate Change in the Sierra

by Dave Perkins

probably have other advantageous
traits that she wants to study, such as
when they time their spring growth,
how massive their roots are and
what chemicals they send out from
their resin that might attract or repel
beetles. Taking seeds from the
cones of the 100 trees Maloney’s
team raised 10,000 of their offspring, first at a U.S. Forest Service
nursery in Placerville, and later at a
UC Davis field station in Tahoe
City. About 4,000 of the seedlings
are being planted starting this fall, in
time for the rainy and snowy season
ahead, while others will wait until
early in the spring. Another 1,500
will be kept for study, and the rest
given to homeowners along the
north shore of Tahoe to plant. By
the time planting began in early November, the sugar
pine seedlings were about a year and a half old and
less than a foot tall. Their needles were bright green,
having been dosed up with fertilizers in anticipation
of the shock of being transplanted into the grainy
mountain soil.

UC Davis forest biologist Patricia
Maloney and Arturo Garcia of the
California Conservation Corps are
planting sugar pine seedlings as part
of an “assisted regeneration” program for the sugar pine trees near
Lake Tahoe. The sugar pine used to
be one of the most common trees
above Lake Tahoe. But drought,
bark beetles and climate change
have ravaged this conifer, whose
population was already diminished
by logging, development and other
human activities. From 2012 to
2016, drought and bark beetles
killed more than 129 million trees in
California, most of them conifers in the Sierra Nevada. On the drier, south-facing slopes on this basin’s
north side, sugar pines were hit especially hard as
mountain pine beetles attacked the water-starved
trees, tunneling through their bark until many of them
died. Maloney asked the question: why do some live
while others die? She wanted to know how some
managed to stay healthy and green despite experiencing the same parched conditions that killed their
neighbors. She thinks it has to do with innate characteristics that gave them a selective advantage over
their peers.

Sugar pines, named for their sweet, syrupy resin, are
some of the biggest trees in the world and can live for
hundreds of years and grow more than 200 feet tall.
They were thriving more than 150 years ago when
John Muir called them the “king of the conifers,”
making up about 25% of the forest around Lake Tahoe. Today, they’re down to 5% or less, Maloney
said. Tree plantings don’t typically have high success
rates. On Lake Tahoe’s eastern side, where the soil is
dry and sandy, only about 16% of transplanted trees
survive. But Maloney is hoping these pines’ ancestry
will make them hardier than most. “Fifty percent survival would be amazing,” she said. “Thirty percent,
I’ll take. That’s why we plant three — with the hopes
that maybe one of them survives.

Maloney is now leading an effort to plant thousands
of seedlings descended from drought-surviving sugar
pines from around Lake Tahoe, hoping they carry
genes that make them more resilient to drought, waning snowpack and other effects of global warming.
This effort is part of a growing recognition by scientists and land managers that the planet is warming so
rapidly they can no longer just restore ecosystems to
their previous state, but must step in and accelerate
how plants and animals adapt. After the drought ended, in 2017, she and her team selected 100 surviving This article was abstracted from a Los Angeles Times
sugar pines to mother a new generation. They stud- article entitled “A Bet on Sierra Survivors” by Tony
ied, cored and examined the rings of a portion of Barbboza.
those trees and learned they all had at least one thing
in common: They used water more efficiently than
their deceased neighbors. That ability can be passed
along to the next generation, Maloney said. But they
The Desert Sage
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Passages: Gordon MacLeod
July 26, 1924 — November 14, 2019
By Barbara Lilley
Photos by Jerry Keating and Ron Bartell

twenty-five years were spent climbing peaks in the west
–– Wyoming, Colorado, Idaho, Utah, Nevada, Oregon,
and Arizona, plus many more in California as well. We
also explored Utah's canyons on day hikes. He stopped
serious hiking at age ninety, due to
a balance problem, but he still accompanied me on trips, handed me
the GPS with the correct waypoints, and waited at the vehicle
while I climbed the peak. He was
also able to add some drive-up
peaks, mostly current or former
fire lookouts, to his list.

Although born in Texas, Gordon was raised in San
Francisco, and his first peak (as a
very young child) was Mount Davidson, high point of San Francisco City/County. His first Sierra
peak was Half Dome, which he
climbed with his mother and
brother in the l930's. His second
peak was Mount Whitney on a
backpack and fishing trip in l958.
He remembers meeting me on top
as I came up the east side on a
RCS trip.

Gordon originally joined the Sierra
Club (as a life member) to support
its conservation objectives. He
was sponsored by Ansel Adams,
from whom he took a course in
photography in Yosemite. But as
he lived in Los Angeles, he was
sent the Angeles Chapter schedule.
He started going on scheduled
trips and was soon hooked on
climbing peaks. It was probably
1962 when he went on a two-week
Gordon MacLeod on August 25, 1973
Sierra hike led by Tom Amneus,
on Foerster Peak.

While serving in WWII, he trained
at one of Patton's desert training
camps –– Camp Bouse, south of
Parker, Arizona. Sixty years later
he returned to visit (the town of
Bouse has annual tours) and assisted in naming a nearby peak "Camp
Bouse Peak," which he had
climbed several years earlier.

Unfortunately, in July 2016, he
took a fall on the sidewalk
(showing where the danger really
lies), broke his hip and leg, and
was in a wheelchair in an assisted
living home until his passing in
November 2019. He still enjoyed
reading the SPS and DPS newsletters.

He finished the DPS list in less than three years. Other
list finishes were delayed by two years of downhill and
backcountry skiing. This ended when another skier ran
into him at Mammoth and broke his leg, which required
a lengthy recovery. In spite of this (and a ten-year marriage), he was eventually able to finish both the HPS
and SPS lists. He also led numerous backpack trips to
explore the canyons of Utah and Arizona.

It was certainly my fortune and pleasure to have known
and climbed with Gordon. Without his expert leadership
I never would have climbed as many peaks as I did. He
was a strong, competent leader and tried to make sure
everyone got up the peak. He was a legendary peakbagger; his climbing list of over 5000 peaks is on the internet on "Lists of John."

Looking for new peaks to climb, he then led many trips
to unlisted peaks for both the SPS and DPS. Since I had
the same idea, I joined him on a number of these trips.
He was also kind enough to repeat the HPS and DPS
peaks that I had not climbed, thus enabling me to finish
those lists. I also joined him in Colorado on vacation
trips to climb all the 14,000' peaks there.
Since we were both dedicated peakbaggers, it seemed
logical to retire at the same time (in 1986), and the next
The Desert Sage
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Trip Reports
Charleston Peak and Mummy Mountain
and Mat Kelliher's 50th DPS Lead
By: Mary Varalyay
Photo credit: Nahid Shirazi
August 31 - September 1, 2019
September 1st was the second day of hiking over Labor Day weekend in Nevada’s Spring Mountains. Mat
Kelliher was the Leader and Bill Simpson, Sunny Yi
and Jason Park were the co-leaders. On Saturday, the
day prior, they had led a group of fifteen to the summit of Mount Charleston (11,916’) from the South
Loop trailhead, a trip totaling 17 miles and 4,200 feet

The group on the summit of Mount Charleston.
of elevation gain. We camped at the Fletcher View
Campground and enjoyed perfect weather with temperatures in the mid 60’s during the hike and low 50s
at the campground. After Charleston we spent a restless night anticipating the safe return of a signed-out
hiker. After hearing the good news that the hiker had
returned safely, and was very thankful for the water
and headlamp given by Mat and the co-leaders, everyone was ready for the next day’s adventure: Mummy Mountain (11,529’).

tain. It is worth the hike just to get to this point! Then
we persevered slowly up the steep scree slope and
scrambled up a rocky chute to gain the ridge to Mummy. The summit was now in reach. A trail of rocks
lined the way as a welcome to the summit. We took
in the grand views and spectacular ancient bristlecone
pines that dotted the mountains. Then surprising news
was announced and I couldn’t believe my ears. Mat
shared that it was his 50th DPS Lead Hike. What an
AMAZING feat! We showered congratulations and
praises upon him. We were all honored to be hiking
and sharing this huge accomplishment with him.
From the start Mat put no pressure on us with the
pace. He estimated ten hours for the 9.8 mile hike
with 4,250 feet
gain. I think this
was reverse psychology because
we finished in
six hours and
forty
minutes
feeling
pretty
good that we
beat his anticipated
time.
Some highlights
of this DPS trip
that stand out
include
the
mountains, trees,
leaders, company and the Saturday night feast
including Mat’s
gourmet chili. It
was a wonderful Mat Kelliher on the summit of
trip from start to Mummy Mountain celebrating
finish!
his 50th DPS lead.

In the morning Mat led a group of eight, with Sunny
and Jason as co-leaders, up the Trail Canyon trail
traversing up into the lush pine forest. We also hiked
through groves of aspens that were just weeks away
from turning an autumnal golden yellow. Slowly but
surely we warmed up our bodies for another strenuous hike. At the North Loop Trail junction we were in
awe over the unbelievable views of Mummy MounThe Desert Sage
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Trip Reports - continued
Needle Peak (5,803’) and Manly Peak (7,196’)
By Tina Bowman
Photo credit: Tina Bowman
November 8-9, 2019

This second ridge connected to the proper route higher up, and on we went to the summit of Needle, arriving a little after noon. Unfortunately, the views were
hazy, but we celebrated Garrett’s having climbed his
first DPS peak and Tom’s return to climbing. Starting
We were a group of six for this Friday-Saturday out- down before 12:50, we stayed on route A, which we
ing in Death Valley:
found had more
Nile
Sorenson,
loose rock and rubcoleader; Ron Eckble than my inadelmann;
Megan
vertent variation but
Birdsill, DPS outis a little shorter.
ings chair; Garrett
We met Ron and
Marcotte;
Tom
had a break before
McDonnell; and me.
heading down and
Megan pointed out
back to the trucks,
that we had half the
getting there about
active E-rated lead3:15.
ers on the trip with
Nile, Tom, and me.
Because others were
Approaching Butte
staying at the GeolValley from the
ogist’s Cabin, we
east, we camped and
drove around to near
met about 3.2 miles
Quail Spring and
in along the Warm
camped by the mine
Springs Road where
about 0.7 mile from
the road widens and
the end of the road,
From L to R, Megan Birdsill, Garrett Marcotte, Nile
is level. After piling
a flat spot with plengear and people into Sorenson, and Tom McDonnell on the summit of Needle Peak. ty of room for
Nile’s Suburban and my Tacoma, we left the other camping. Unfortunately, along the way Nile discovvehicles in this spot and headed to Butte Valley, see- ered that an air conditioning hose had come loose.
ing a number of burros on the way.
Duct tape fixed it enough that Nile could turn around
and go to the mine. We had a nice evening around a
By 8:50 we were on route A for Needle, starting at fire ring with my Luci light providing the “fire.” Ron
Willow Spring with no sign of a wilderness boundary brought a salad, and we had many varieties of cookies
before then. As we went up the wash, we could hear being shared as well.
huffing from the slope opposite us and eventually saw
a burro that seemed unhappy with our presence. He Saturday morning all six of us piled in the Tacoma
watched us and finally went up slope and out of sight. for the 0.7-mile drive to the end of the road. We had
Up front the hikers had the treat of seeing a small Megan and Ron in the very cramped jump seats, Garsnake with the tail of a small lizard sticking out of its rett riding shot gun with the seat jammed forward,
mouth. Ron and I saw the snake curled in a hole un- and Nile and Tom reclining on cushions and sleeping
der a rock with that tail still sticking out.
bags in the truck bed (they were the lucky ones) as I
drove, also rather jammed up.
We reached the ridge, but for some reason I thought
the next ridge was the one we wanted. Because it was We were hiking before 6:50 with Nile in the lead, as
higher, I assumed the park boundary would be along usual, finding a route through the boulders and brush
the higher ridge. Wrong. The footing became looser up to the ridge, where we met route A. We took
as we headed to the other ridge, and Ron decided to breaks and regrouped from time to time and were all
go back and wait for us on the other ridge.
at the summit block rocks by 10:15. On went the harThe Desert Sage
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Trip Reports - continued
nesses and helmets. Nile was all ready to go by the
time I arrived with another, and Tom belayed Nile as
he took the friction route on the block to a little notch,
where he set up an anchor and belay. Nile also put my
thirty-foot sling around the very top with the tail coming down as a hand line with a loop at the end so people could clip it to
their harness. The
rest of us climbed
the awkward crack
in various ways, and
people would downclimb or be lowered
while others were
going to the very
top. After bringing
down the sling, I
did a little rappel;
Nile used the sling
to make a long extension for his thirty
-five-foot rope and
had a very short
rappel. Tom retrieved my sling.

gave Nile a roll of tape and refused compensation,
just suggesting that Nile help someone else out when
the time came. We waited while they took a break
and then finally got going again once they were all
past. Back to the other cars we went, where we said
goodbye and headed our separate ways. Nile was able
to drive all the way
home to Yorba Linda without a problem, Tom shadowing him, just in case.
Garrett headed north
to join a group
climbing
Last
Chance on Sunday,
and I made my way
back to Independence, where my
truck lives. It had
been another fine
outing in wonderful
Death Valley.

Nile and Tom got to work on the Suburban, Nile using the ends of his trekking poles to plug the hoses
and tape to secure them, then webbing to keep the
pole sections in place. We stopped at the Geologist’s
Cabin to look for some duct tape but found none, and
Nile checked the repair, which seemed to be doing
fine. It was about 2:15 when we started the long drive
out, about twenty-five miles to the pavement at the
Badwater Road. A coyote watched us leave. Before
we reached the Warm Springs Mine, we saw Jeeps
behind us and pulled off the road where others had
camped. The Jeeps stopped too –– twenty-four of
them from the San Diego Jeep Club. They’d come in
through Goler Wash and over Mengel Pass. One guy

Telescope Peak (11,048')
By Alex Brinkman
Photo credit: Dave Jahng
November 16, 2019

(I typically buy gas
at Stovepipe Wells
because it is always
Megan Birdsill in front and L to R in back Nile Sorenson,
We were on our
cheaper there than at
Garrett Marcotte, Ron Eckelmann, and Tom McDonnell
way back at 11:30,
Furnace Creek. On
below the summit block of Manly Peak.
making good time
Thursday as I headon the sandy terrain and going a slightly different way ed to our rendezvous, it was $3.99/gallon, cheaper
toward the bottom to maximize the sand and mini- than at most stations in the Owens Valley; the price
mize the boulders. We were down in about an hour was $5.20 at Furnace Creek. On my way out, I
and a half and soon in the Tacoma for the short drive stopped again, though the price had gone up to $4.44.
back to the mine.
It was a holiday weekend, alas.)

The Desert Sage

In reality our trip started far in advance of our drive
on November 15th from Pasadena to Death Valley.
Leaders Megan Birdsill and Jackie Sly took care of
the planning and kept all of the hikers up to date with
the trip details in the days leading up to the hike. Upon our arrival at the suggested campsite, we were
greeted warmly by the other hikers and made camp
before retreating to our cars or tents to get a semblance of sleep. The next morning, our large group of
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Trip Reports - continued
seventeen hikers gathered at the trailhead to Telescope Peak and after a brief round of introductions,
we started up the mountain. Our pace was brisk up
the first third of the hike as our fresh legs powered us
through the first steep portion. As we reached the first
set of ridges, the hike plateaued and we enjoyed a
comfortable jaunt through meadows with great views
of Death Valley on all sides. We even caught a
glimpse of a small deer family in the distance. Our
group's pace slowed for the final ascent but eventually we made it to the peak and claimed our DPS Emblem accolade. We enjoyed lunch and even celebrated a birthday on the peak as someone managed to

Once we returned to camp, we started a fire and
brought out our much anticipated happy hour treats.
Happy Hour turned into Happy Hours as we celebrated our successful hike with shared birthday pie,
quesadillas, seared steak, and totally necessary posthike libations. We sat around the fire and shared stories of past adventures, gear recommendations, and
exchanged horror stories of hikes past. Most importantly, we learned more about each other and together shared a deliberate break from our comfortable
beds and easy commutes to immerse ourselves in nature and find meaning in the quiet, still moments abruptly punctuated of course by a joke or perhaps
one of Megan's sock-stealing episodes!
I had a great time on this trip and I have our Sierra
Club leaders, Megan and Jackie to thank. This was
my first Sierra Club hike but it won't be my last!

The group on the summit of Telescope Peak.

View south from the summit of Telescope Peak
towards Sentinel Peak.
protect a lonely cupcake all the way to the summit.
Happy Birthday Andrea!
The Desert Sage
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DESERT BOOKS
By Burton Falk

recognize and respond in different manners to their
neighbors, enemies, and allies.” Who needs a pet
animal, when you can have a tree?

NEW VOLUMES, 2020, PART I
MESQUITE (2018), Gary Paul Nabhan
WHERE THE WATER GOES (2017), David Owen
A DESERT HARVEST (2019), Bruce Berger
MESQUITE, An Arboreal Love Story (2018) Gary
Paul Nabhan
Okay, to start with, I‘m a big Gary Paul Nabhan fan. I
think that Gathering the Desert (1985) is one of the
best desert books published during the last fifty years
(indeed, it won the John Burroughs Medal for
outstanding nature writing in 1986), and that his earlier
offering, The Desert Smells Like Rain (1982), a series
of essays on the people and the land of the Tohono
O’odam, is almost as good.
An ethnobotanist, conservationist and long-time
resident of Arizona, Nabhan is co-founder of Native
Seeds/SEARCH, a nonprofit agricultural-conservation
organization that maintains seed banks of indigenous
Southwestern plants; holds the W. K. Kellogg
Endowed Chair in Sustainable Food Systems at the
University of Arizona Southwest Center; and sits on
the boards of several conservation organizations. He
and his wife, Laurie, live in Patagonia, Arizona, just
above Nogales, on the Mexican Border, where on a
five-acre homestead he farms heirloom fruit and nut
varieties from the Spanish Mission era and from the
Middle Eastern homelands of his Lebanese ancestors.
Nabhan adds humor to the saga of the mesquite, his
favorite tree, by recalling that, after passing out while
in Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument, he woke up
leaning against a tree next to which a sign read,
MESQUITE, Prosopis Velutina. Was it possible, he
wondered, that he was metamorphosing into a mesquite
tree?
Nabhan is passionate about mesquites — the bane of
many cattlemen’s existence — describing them as
having feelings, being sensitive to touch, and that they
can sense color. “They cleanse, protect, and heal their
tissues after wounds and infections. Individual trees
The Desert Sage

There are forty-some species of gnarly trees in the
genus Prosopis — a term that Nabhan describes as
“any plant that clings to you — or that you cling to.”
The most common names associated with the genus are
mesquite and mezquite, both of which are derived from
the Nahuatl word mexquitl, a term that originally stood
for two species found in the semi-arid Altiplano and
Valley of Mexico.
A brief history of the species includes its “birth” in
Mexico, and — judging by early pollen depositions
and plant parts found in ancient pack rat dung — that
the honey mesquite first crossed the border, near Big
Bend National Park, about thirteen thousand years ago.
The velvet mesquite, another common variety, “first
appeared in the Waterman Mountains of Arizona a
thousand years later.”
Paul Martin, a paleoecologist friend of Nabhan,
proposed that mesquite pods were massively consumed
by megafauna — giant camelids, hippopotamus, and
elephantlike stego-mastodons — before the end of the
Ice Age, thus spreading the species across the
Southwest through their dung.
Nabhan refers to Cabeza de Vaca, the intrepid Spanish
explorer, who in the 1530s, made a 1,500-mile journey
from the Florida panhandle, across the Gulf Coast, and
through Northern Mexico, for information on how the
indigenous people of the Southwest used mesquite seed
pods in their diets. De Vaca noted that the pods were
ground into a “very fine flour,” after which water, and-to sweeten the mixture — “handfuls of clay were
added.” The natives then gathered around, scooping
out, eating the mixture, and “coming away with their
bellies full of all the flour, clay, and water they have
consumed.”
Other early Spanish writers confirm, Nabhan
concludes, “that Mesquite was not some rarified side
dish; it was the bona-fide breakfast of champions for
many desert cultures in the New World.”
In the chapter, “Range,” Nabhan states that the area
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Desert Books - continued
currently covered by mesquite — fifty-six million acres
in Texas, ten million acres in New Mexico, nine

fuel, food, forage, shade, windbreaks, flood control and
sometimes even flood mitigation. And some of the
finest honey, flooring and furniture in the world...”
Preceding each chapter with short comments regarding
his concern about becoming a mesquite tree, Nabhan
notes that after his breakdown in Organ Pipe Cactus, he
worried that he might have been possessed by some
mesquite spirit, and that his toes might be changing
into rootlets. His wife, whom he refers to as Laurus
nobilis (nee Laurie Monti), made an appointment for
him with a doctor of holistic medicine in Tucson (not a
tree doctor), who found something in his hair that
needed to be sent to a lab for analysis. The book ends
with Nabhan still unsure of his future —-to be a tree or
not to be.
WHERE THE WATER GOES, Life and Death
Along the Colorado River (2017), David Owen
David Owen has done a fine job of explaining both the
history of and the ongoing problems associated with
the Colorado River. A staff writer for the New Yorker,
in which much of the material first appeared, Owen’s
Where the Water Goes is both a pleasure to read and a
source of reliable information regarding a resource
crucial to the future of the Western United States.

Primarily by car, Owen follows the Colorado’s flow
from its headwaters high in the Rocky Mountains to its
arid terminus in Mexico. Beginning on the Blue River,
a tributary of the Colorado which arises near
Breckenridge, Colorado, we discover that not all the
Colorado River’s flow stays on the west side of the
Great Divide. In fact, forty percent of the water used by
Denver Water Company, Colorado’s largest water
million in Arizona, and “perhaps an area equal to these utility, comes — via a tunnel beneath the Rocky
seventy-five million acres in Mexico” — has not Mountains — from the Blue.
increased in size, only in density. This is because, as
the species evolved, the tree’s physical shape and As Owen progresses down the river, he reviews the
geographic spread were controlled by browsing byzantine water laws still in effect and the manner in
megafauna (a contemporary example can be found in which the Colorado’s flow has so far been allocated
Africa, where acacia trees are shaped by giraffes). between seven western states and Mexico. For me,
Today, the same range is crowded with millions of however, the description of what physically happens to
cattle who graze rather than browse, thus allowing the river’s water once it leaves Lake Powell is the most
mesquite to thrive.
interesting feature of the volume.
Southern Arizona rancher Dennis Moroney, another of
Nabhan’s friends, contends that the stockmen’s
community has gradually shifted its views on the
mesquite. Whereas the one question cattlemen used to
ask was, “What should we do to destroy this plant?”
Today there is really no reason to ignore the many
benefits of the mesquite any longer. It offers fertility,
The Desert Sage

For example, Owen dismisses the idea that Las Vegas
is the main cause for the drop in Lake Mead’s water
level — think of the lake’s current bathtub ring.
Instead, between “xeriscaping” — paying people to
landscape with desert plants rather than turf — and
treating up to ninety-three percent of the water used
indoors for reuse, Las Vegas is taking even less water
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Desert Books - continued
than it’s entitled to. A spokesperson for the Southern
Nevada Water Authority told Owen that, “the

Aqueduct, died in 1935, three and a half years before
the Colorado project was finished.
Owen’s chapter on the Salton Sea describes the history
of the inland sea from its accidental formation in 1905
to its ugly death throes at present, and offers an
overview of the serious health and ecological problems
emerging before our very eyes. After first discussing
the pros and cons of several alternate ideas, Owen
concludes that the best practical solution to prevent
unhealthful dust from blowing off the drying seabed —
causing massive health problems over a wide area —
although “low key and not sexy,” would be to spread
out whatever incoming water remains into a series of
small impoundments, thus reducing dust emissions and
creating many ecosystem benefits.
Owen’s last stop is in Mexico at the Cienega de Santa
Clara, a 40,000-acre wetland in the Colorado’s delta,
several miles below the current terminus of the river —
a location that “moves with the seasons, depending on
the weather and amount of irrigation.” The wetland, a
brackish estuary that has become a complex ecosystem,
attracting more than 250 species of birds, is supplied
with super-salty runoff water, via a canal, from a large
agricultural district in southwestern Arizona. Owen
believes that this oasis gives rise to hope that someday
the area which was once, “one of the planet’s great
ecosystems,” can be reestablished.
Where the Water Goes is packed with additional
information on a subject that should interest anyone
living in an area dependent of water from the Colorado.
I recommend it highly.
A DESERT HARVEST, New and Selected Essays
(2019), Bruce Berger

evaporation off Lake Mead is two and a half times (the
Las Vegas area’s) annual usage as a community.”
Further downriver, the Colorado River Aqueduct,
which transports water from Lake Havasu to the
Greater Los Angeles area—passing close to several
DPS peaks, including Turtle Mountain, Eagle
Mountain #1, Black Butte, Chuckwalla Mountain,
and Orocopia Mountain, along the way — involves
five pumping stations, 92 miles of tunnels (including
one which runs under Mount San Jacinto), 147 miles of
open aqueduct, and several siphons. Taking eight years
to build, the project “employed thirty thousand people,
and coincided almost exactly with the Great
Depression.” Unfortunately, William Mulholland,
Chief Engineer of the Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power, the prime mover behind both the
Colorado River Aqueduct and the Los Angeles
The Desert Sage

The “about the author” blurb on A Desert Harvest’s
book cover reads, “Bruce Berger grew up in suburban
Chicago. A poet and a non-fiction writer, he is best
known for a series of books exploring the intersection
of nature and culture in desert settings. The first of
these, The Telling Distance (which was reviewed in the
November/December 2001 issue of The Desert Sage)
won the 1990 Western States Book Award, and the
1982 Colorado Book Award. His articles and essays
have appeared in The New York Times, Sierra, Orion
Magazine, Gramophone and numerous literary
quarterlies.” Berger, now eighty-one years old, is a
Yale graduate with a B.A. in English, worked for three
years as a nightclub pianist in Spain, and now lives in a
three-room log cabin in Aspen, Colorado.
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Desert Books - continued
A Desert Harvest is a collection of twenty essays
covering a large range of subjects, not all of which are

Florence, Arizona, below the Superstition Mountains.
Pete, who homesteaded the property in 1928, was sixty
-eight at the time of their first meeting, but because of
sun-damage and loss of teeth, he looked older. Pete
told Berger he had mapped the mountains on Venus,
found a cure for cancer and AIDS, and claimed he
could find rare minerals using his trusty “doodlebug,” a
homebuilt gadget that seemed to be nothing more than
a spring with a rubber handle, a plastic cone and a bit
of uranium ore. On a visit to Florence three years later,
Berger found that Pete, navigating between “nostalgia
and dementia,” had made new maps of Halley’s Comet,
Uranus, and “an object called Levy’s Comet, named for
a Tucson astronomer who discovered it but wouldn’t
look at (Pete’s) map.” Listed on the Halley’s Comet
map were the minerals to be found thereon, including
radium, uranium, mercury, and caliche?
When
questioned about the last item, Pete replied, “That’s
calcium deposit.” Berger muses that for Pete, “Caliche
was the impenetrable layer of politics, betrayal (and)
failure to be taken seriously.”
“Phoenician Shipwrecks” describes the series of
crisscrossed canals that make up much of Phoenix’s
current water system. Dating back to A. D. 200, the
first irrigation ditches in the area were built by
Hohokam Indians using handheld digging tools.

Later, forsaking Phoenix, Berger started spending his
winters in La Paz, Baja California. Several of his
essays regard his experiences while there, including:
“Curse of the Adorers,” recalling his efforts to have the
sisters living in a nearby convent control the all-night
barking of their watch dogs; “Black Pearl.” describing
a total eclipse of the sun visible in La Paz on July 11,
desert related. In “Comfort That Does Not 1981; and, “The Search for Mata Hari,” in which
Comprehend,” Berger recalls making many visits to Berger, fascinated with a piece for piano by a local
Phoenix, beginning when he was eight, as his father, an composer, attempts to convince the man to supply him
asthmatic smoker, needed to get out of Chicago during with a copy of the score. During his effort, we discover
the winter. Later when in his thirties, Berger visited his that Berger himself is a talented pianist, and that he can
mother — who, after his father’s death, remarried and play an astounding number of classical pieces from
was living with her new husband on a five-acre spread memory.
on the outskirts of burgeoning Phoenix — staying "for
entire winters, lingering into spring.” After his Eloquent descriptions of desert scenes are found
mother’s death, life for him in the rapidly sprawling throughout A Desert Harvest. In “How to Look at a
city, “went on with its business and looked the other Desert Sunset,” for example, Berger suggests that
way.” Enigmatically, Berger observes that, “the looking away from the sun is a better way to do so. “It
teeming indifference that receives our griefs, gives us is opposite the sun that the last rays, deflected through
strength from dedication that passes us by,“ is clear skies, fall on the long, minutely eroded mountain
expressed well in a line by Edna St. Vincent Millay — ranges and bathe our eyes with light of decreasing
wavelengths and cooling colors — vermilion to salmon
the title of this essay.
to plum — transporting the eastern horizon to an island
“Cactus Pete” describes the author’s visits to the of pure yearning.”
essay’s namesake at his run-down guest ranch near
The Desert Sage
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EMBLEM AND LIST COMPLETION STATUS: Emblem status is awarded to DPS members who
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