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Chair’s Corner
by Sandy Lara
Hello DPSers!
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It was great to see
so many of you at
our annual banquet
at The Reef in Long
Beach! We have
Pages 10-11
such a strong histoPage 12
ry with all of you
Page 13
being a part of it. It
Page 13
was really amazing
Pages 14-17
to see how many
Page 18
were still on their
Page 19
feet when Tina
Page 19
asked those who
Page 20
had completed the DPS List to remain standing.
Wow! Congratulations to all of you and thank THE NEXT SAGE SUBMISSION DEADLINE
YOU for all of your contributions to our Section
IS AUGUST 11, 2019
over the years!
The Desert Sage is published six times a year by
the Desert Peaks Section of the Angeles Chapter of
Let me introduce myself as your new Chair. I the Sierra Club. Please see the back page of the
found the Sierra Club through HPS in 2000, took Sage for subscription information. The Desert Sage
WTC in 2001, and have been on WTC staff since is the property of the Desert Peaks Section of the
then. My husband, Peter, and I found each other in Angeles Chapter of the Sierra Club. All rights reWTC and were married in 2009. I’ve led for HPS, served. The Desert Peaks Section maintains a webWTC, DPS, SPS, and the Mule Pack Section. I’m site at: http://desertpeaks.org/.
M-rated. My first DPS peaks were the ones in common with HPS—Rabbit, Rosa, and Martinez. It keep the Section going! Please support us in doing
took me over 10 years to get my first ten DPS peaks this!
as I wasn’t really “working on the List.” Then last
year Peter and I climbed about 30 and this past year I welcome comments on any issue that is on anyabout 15 (more weather issues this year). I’m cur- one’s radar. Let me know your ideas, questions, and
rently at 74 and would like to finish in 2020…we’ll concerns. We have a fantastic MComm and are
here to serve you!
see.
I became the DPS Outings Chair two years ago. At Sandy Lara
that time, no DPS trips were being listed. With a
lot of effort, we’ve had about 30 trips to DPS peaks
each of the past two years. I welcome Megan Birdsill as our new Outings Chair. She’s younger and
we are looking forward to her bringing more
younger folks into our midst as many of you have
used up your knees and are no longer leading or
participating on outings. We miss you but need to
The Desert Sage

2

July-August 2019

Desert Peaks Section Leadership for the 2019 - 2020 Season
Elected Positions
Chair
Sandy Lara
5218 East Parkcrest Street
Long Beach, CA 90808-1855
(562) 522-5323
ssperling1@verizon.net

Appointed Positions
Archives
Barbara Reber
PO Box 1911
Newport Beach, CA 92659-0911
(949) 640-7821

Vice Chair / Outings / Safety
Megan Birdsill
4110 La Crescenta Avenue, # 112
La Crescenta, CA 91214
mbirdsill@gmail.com

Conservation Chair
Dave Perkins
1664 Buttercup Road
Encinitas, CA 92024-2451
(818) 421-4930
david.perkins@csun.edu

Secretary
Tina Bowman
283 Argonne Avenue
Long Beach, CA 90803-1743
(562) 438-3809
tina@bowmanchange.com

Guidebook Editor
Jim Morehouse
3604 Plano Vista Road, NE
Rio Rancho, NM 87124
(702) 528-3712
desertpeakssection@gmail.com

Treasurer
Laura Newman
11755 Entrada Avenue
Porter Ranch, CA 91326-1933
desertpeakstreasurer@gmail.com

Mailer
Elaine Baldwin
3760 Ruthbar Drive
Hawthorne, CA 90250-8473
(310) 675-4120
DWBaldwin@aol.com

Program / Banquet
Jim Fleming
538 Yarrow Drive
Simi Valley, CA 93065-7352
(805) 405-1726
jimf333@att.net

Membership Records Chair
Ron Bartell
1556 21st Street
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266
(310) 546-1977
ronbartell@yahoo.com

Cover Photo Credit…
goes to Richard Stover. The
photo is of a flower called
Desert Paintbrush, which
Richard photographed on an
ascent of Malpais Mesa on
April 20, 2018. In addition,
the peak is located near
Death Valley National Park in
the Malpais Mesa Wilderness.
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Merchandising
Laura Newman
11755 Entrada Avenue
Porter Ranch, CA 91326-1933
desertpeakstreasurer@gmail.com

Mountaineering Committee
Chair
Megan Birdsill
2302 Fargo Street
Los Angeles, CA 90039
mbirdsill@gmail.com
Mountaineering Committee
Ron Bartell
ronbartell@yahoo.com
Tina Bowman
tina@bowmanchange.com
Mountain Records
(Summit Registers)
Mark Butski
6891 Rio Vista
Huntington Beach, CA 92647
(562) 716-9067
hbmark58@yahoo.com
Newsletter Editor
(The Desert Sage)
Greg Gerlach
23933 Via Astuto
Murrieta, CA 92562
(626) 484-2897
gregrg1955@verizon.net
Webmaster
William Chen
25005 Magic Mountain Parkway,
Apartment 434
Santa Clarita, CA 93155
(805) 284-7385
William101.chen@gmail.com

The Desert Peaks Section
explores the desert mountain ranges of California
and the Southwest, stimulates the interest of Sierra
Club membership in climbing these ranges and aids
in the conservation and preservation of desert
wilderness areas.
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Trips & Events
July 2019 — December 2019
Please visit the DPS website for an even more up-to-date listing of upcoming trips and evens at
http://desertpeaks.org/.
AUG 31-1
SEPT 29
OCT 5
OCT 9
OCT 12
OCT 19
OCT 26-27
NOV 1-3
NOV 2
NOV 9-10
NOV 16-17
DEC 8

SAT-SUN
SUN
SAT
WED
SAT
SAT
SAT-SUN
FRI-SUN
SAT
SAT-SUN
SAT-SUN
SUN

DPS, WTC, HPS
LTC, WTC, HPS, DPS, SPS
LTC
LTC
LTC
LTC
LTC
LTC, WTC, HPS, DPS, SPS
LTC, WTC, HPS
LTC
LTC, WTC, HPS, DPS, SPS
LTC, WTC, HPS, DPS, SPS

Charleston Peak and Mummy Mountain
Mount Pinos Navigation Noodle
Leadership Training Seminar
Advanced Mountaineering: Knots and Basic Safety
Advanced Mountaineering: Belay Skills
Advanced Mountaineering: Rappelling
Advanced Mountaineering: Anchors and Systems
Wilderness First Aid Course at Harwood Lodge
Navigation: Beginning Clinic
Indian Cove Rock Checkoff and Practice
Mission Creek Navigation Noodle
Indian Cove Navigation Noodle

AUG 31-SEPT 1
SAT-SUN
DPS, WTC, HPS
I: Charleston Peak (11,915') and Mummy Mountain (11,528'): Join us on this very strenuous, moderately
paced, Labor Day weekend trip up into the Spring Mountains of Nevada to climb two of the State's most
alluring peaks. Saturday we’ll take the South Loop trail out of Kyle Canyon for a moderately paced, but very
strenuous hike on trail to Charleston Peak and return for a day's total of 18 miles and 4,300' of gain. Saturday
night we'll relax around the campfire and enjoy a festive Happy Hour/Potluck under moonless-night skies at a
nearby campground. Sunday we’ll start out on the North Lake trail out of Kyle Canyon and then travel cross
country at a moderate pace over very rugged class 2 terrain to the summit of Mummy Mountain and then return
the way we came in for a day's total of 10 miles and 3,700' of gain. We've reserved a local campground for
Friday through Sunday nights; campground fees will be split among the group. This is a DPS Outing cosponsored by WTC and HPS. Email Mat Kelliher (mkelliher746@gmail.com) with contact info, recent
conditioning, and experience, including high altitude experience, for trip status and details. Leaders: Mat
Kelliher and Bill Simpson.


SEPTEMBER 29
SUN
LTC, WTC, HPS, DPS, SPS
I: Navigation: Mount Pinos Navigation Noodle: Navigation Noodle at Mount Pinos to satisfy the basic (I/M)
level navigation requirements. Practice skills or checkoff. Send email with contact info (mailing address and
phone numbers), navigation experience/training, any WTC, leader rating, rideshare to Leader: Robert Myers
(310-829-3177, rmmyers@ix.netcom.com ). Assistant: Ann Shields. Note: Early (at least two weeks prior to the
event) sign-up for all navigation checkoffs and practices is recommended. These outings require substantial preouting preparation work, including completion of both a comprehensive written exam and a route planning
assignment that will be mailed to you prior to the checkoff. See Chapter 6 of the Leaders Reference Book for
more information. Send contact information (including mailing address) and your qualifications to the leader as
soon as possible.


OCTOBER 5
SAT
LTC
O: Leadership Training: Offered just twice a year, the next Sierra Club Angeles Chapter's Leadership
Training Program (LTP) Seminar is scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 5, 2019. Apply at least two weeks in advance
to guarantee your spot. Later applications accepted on a space-available basis but are not guaranteed, so register
early. Come learn all about the best leadership practices of our outings program. This all-day event covers group
management, our ratings system, rules of conduct, safety and much more, from presentations, breakout groups
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and scenarios. The Sierra Club Angeles Chapter's many groups, sections and committees sponsor thousands of
trips ranging from easy hikes to backpacks to world wide travel and mountaineering expeditions. From
experienced volunteer leaders you will learn how to plan a trip, handle problems on the trail and make sure
that everyone has a great time. You'll gain knowledge about good conservation and safety practices, along with
tips for getting your leadership rating quickly and then, if you choose, pursuing more advanced ratings. For
information, Email LTPSeminarRegistrar@gmail.com. Cost: $25. Signup Instructions: Go to website URL for
application: https://www.sierraclub.org/angeles/leadership-outings/leadership-training-seminar.
Location:
5950 Stoneview Drive, Culver City, CA 90232. Leader: Anne Marie Richardson (amleadership@gmail.com).
OCTOBER 9
WED
LTC
E-R: Advanced Mountaineering Program: Knots and Basic Safety Systems: First of four climbing
workshops aimed at developing skills for 3rd, 4th, and 5th class climbing both as a participant or a future
Sierra Club M and E leader. This will be an indoor workshop held in the evening reviewing ropes, harnesses,
helmets, basic climbing gear, and knots in preparation for later workshops. All participants must have prior
roped climbing experience and commit to all four classes. Registration opens at 8:00 a.m. the Monday two
weeks after the final previous class outing. Please see website for cost. To register, please see http://
www.advancedmountaineeringprogram.org. Leaders: Dan Richter (dan@danrichter.com); Patrick McKusky
(pamckusky@att.net); and, Matthew Hengst (matthew.hengst@gmail.com).


OCTOBER 12
SAT
LTC
E-R: Advanced Mountaineering Program: Belay Skills: Second of four climbing workshops aimed at
developing skills for 3rd, 4th, and 5th class climbing both as a participant or a future Sierra Club M and E
leader. This workshop will focus on belaying and related principles starting with standard sport climbing all
the way up to advanced techniques to move large groups across dangerous terrain. All participants must have
prior roped climbing experience and commit to all four classes. Registration opens at 8:00 a.m. the Monday
two weeks after the final previous class outing. Please see website for cost. To register, please see: http://
www.advancedmountainingprogram.org. Leaders: Dan Richter (dan@danrichter.com); Patrick McKusky
(pamckusky@att.net); and, Matthew Hengst (matthew.hengst@gmail.com).


OCTOBER 19
SAT
LTC
E-R: Advanced Mountaineering Program: Rappelling: Third of four climbing workshops aimed at
developing skills for 3rd, 4th, and 5th class climbing both as a participant or a future Sierra Club M and E
leader. This workshop will focus on rappelling using a variety of techniques with a heavy emphasis on
redundancy, safety, and efficiency. All participants must have prior roped climbing experience and commit to
all four classes. Registration opens at 8:00 a.m. the Monday two weeks after the final previous class outing.
Please see website for cost. To register, please see: http://www.advancedmountainingprogram.org. Leaders:
Dan Richter (dan@danrichter.com); Patrick McKusky (pamckusky@att.net); and, Matthew Hengst
(matthew.hengst@gmail.com).


OCTOBER 26-27
SAT-SUN
LTC
E-R: Advanced Mountaineering Program: Anchors and Real World Application: Fourth of four climbing
workshops aimed at developing skills for 3rd, 4th, and 5th class climbing, both as a participant or a future
Sierra Club M and E leader. This weekend completes the series of AMP workshops at Joshua Tree National
Park and focuses on building anchors and applying previously learned skills in real world climbing situations
and multiple participants. All participants must have prior roped climbing experience and commit to all four
classes. Registration opens at 8:00 a.m. the Monday two weeks after the final previous class outing. Please see
website for cost. To register, please see: http://www.advancedmountainingprogram.org. Leaders: Dan Richter
(dan@danrichter.com);
Patrick
McKusky
(pamckusky@att.net);
and,
Matthew
Hengst
(matthew.hengst@gmail.com).
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NOVEMBER 1-3
FRI-SUN
LTC,WTC, HPS, DPS, SPS
Wilderness First Aid Course at Harwood Lodge: The course runs from 7:30 am Friday to 5:00 pm Sunday.
Fee includes instruction, lodging and meals. Proof of CPR within previous 4 years required to enroll. The fee
is $305.00 (full refund until 9/27/19). For sign-up and more information, instructions and application, please
go to www.wildernessfirstaidcourse.org. Event Organizers: Steve Schuster, steve.n.wfac2@gmail.com, 714315-1886.


NOVEMBER 2
SAT
LTC, WTC, HPS
I: Navigation: Beginning Clinic: Spend the day one-on-one with an instructor, learning/practicing map and
compass in our local mountains. Beginners to rusty old-timers welcome and practice is available at all skill
levels. Not a checkout, but it will help you prepare. Many expert leaders will attend; many I-rated leaders
started here in the past. 4 miles, 500' gain. Send sase, phones, rideshare info, $25 deposit, refunded at trailhead
(Sierra Club) to Leader: Diane Dunbar. (dianedunbar@charter.net or 818-248-0455). Co-Leader: Richard
Boardman (310-374-4371).


NOVEMBER 9-10
SAT-SUN
LTC
M/E-R: Rock: Indian Cove Joshua Tree Rock Checkoff and Practice: M & E level rock checkoff and
practice for LTC leadership candidates wishing to pursue a rating or practice skills. Also open to Advanced
Mountaineering Program students wanting to solidify what they learned in the course. Practice Saturday and
optionally checkoff Sunday. Restricted to active Sierra Club members with previous rock climbing experience.
Climbing helmets and harnesses required. Email climbing resume to leader to apply. Patrick McKusky (626794-7321 or pamckusky@att.net). Co-Leaders: Daniel Richter (818-970-6737 or dan@danrichter.com) and
Matthew Hengst (949 264-6507 or matthew.Hengst@gmail.com).


NOVEMBER 16-17
SAT-SUN
LTC, WTC, HPS, DPS, SPS
I: Navigation: Mission Creek Preserve Navigation Noodle: Navigation Noodle at Mission Creek Preserve
to satisfy the basic (I/M) level navigation requirements. Saturday for practice, skills, refresher, altimeter,
homework and campfire. Sunday checkout. To participate, send email with contact info, navigation
experience/training, any WTC, leader rating, rideshare to Leader: Robert Myers (310-829-3177,
rmmyers@ix.netcom.com ). Assistant: Ann Shields. Note: Early (at least two weeks prior to the event) sign-up
for all navigation checkoffs and practices is recommended. These outings require substantial pre-outing
preparation work, including completion of both a comprehensive written exam and a route planning
assignment that will be mailed to you prior to the checkoff. See Chapter 6 of the Leaders Reference Book for
more information. Send contact information (including mailing address) and your qualifications to the leader
as soon as possible.


DECEMBER 8
SUN
LTC, WTC, HPS, DPS, SPS
I: Navigation: Indian Cove Navigation Noodle: Navigation Noodle at Indian Cove in Joshua Tree National
Park to satisfy the basic (I/M) level navigation requirements. Practice skills or checkoff. Send email with
contact info (mailing address and phone numbers), navigation experience/training, any WTC, leader rating,
rideshare to Leader: Robert Myers (310-829-3177, rmmyers@ix.netcom.com ). Assistant: Ann Shields. Note:
Early (at least two weeks prior to the event) sign-up for all navigation checkoffs and practices is
recommended. These outings require substantial pre-outing preparation work, including completion of both a
comprehensive written exam and a route planning assignment that will be mailed to you prior to the checkoff.
See Chapter 6 of the Leaders Reference Book for more information. Send contact information (including
mailing address) and your qualifications to the leader as soon as possible.


In order to participate in one of the Sierra Club's outings, you will need to sign a liability waiver. If you would like
to read a copy of the waiver prior to the outing, please see http://sierraclub.org/outings/chapter/forms or call 415-977-5528.
In the interest of facilitating the logistics of some outings, it is customary that participants make carpooling
arrangements. The Sierra Club does not have insurance for carpooling arrangements and assumes no liability for them.
Carpooling, ride sharing or anything similar is strictly a private arrangement among the participants. In addition,
participants assume the risks associated with this travel. CST 2087766-40. Registration as a seller of travel does not
constitute approval by the State of California.
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Treasurer’s
Report

Outings Chair
by Megan Birdsill
Greetings from your new Outings
Chair! For my first column, an introduction: I first learned to love the
desert without consideration. I grew
up in Phoenix and climbed Piestewa
Peak at age two (refusing assistance
from my father the whole way with
a defiant, “I can do it myself”).
Since then my appreciation for
teamwork has grown while my
peakbagging stubbornness has remained unchanged.
But it wasn’t until 2016 that I took WTC and gained
the skills and friendships for backcountry exploration.
In 2017 I earned my I rating with trips to Eagle Mountain in Joshua Tree and Canyon Point in Death Valley,
a beautiful backpack that snaked through Cottonwood
and Marble Canyons. Since then I’ve lead for WTC &
DPS, completed the High Sierra Trail, been working
towards the “M” rating, and of course peakbagging
from the Sierra, Desert & Hundred Peak lists. With
only ten of our ninety-five peaks under my belt I am
too aware of how much more lies in front of me. It
was inspiring to be at the banquet and absorb just a
fraction of the stories, joys, and trials the mountains
have brought this section and its members over the
decades. I very much look forward to the challenges
and celebrations in our future. Who will be the next
list finisher??

By Laura Newman
DPS Account Summary from
January 1, 2019 to
May 31, 2019
Income
Banquet Silent Auction
Banquet Ticket Sales
Donations
Membership/Subscriptions
Merchandise
Outings Income

$0.00
$1690.00
$15.00
$1225.00
$62.00
$0.00

Total Income

$2,992.00

Expenses
Banquet Expenses
Merchandise Expenses
Sage Expenses
Sage Mailing
Sales Tax
Web Page Expenses

$1,769.15
$2.35
$428.90
$799.70
$6.15
$0.00

Total Expenses

$3,006.25

We extend our congratulations to the leaders that were
Pay Pal Balance
$9.41
awarded ratings on our peaks this month: Phyllis
Chung, Lubna Debbini, Victor Gomez, Keith Henry
Checking Account
and Emily Nelson. To you and to all current leaders, I
Balance
$3,562.03
welcome your trip submissions as the DPS is about to
enter its seventy-ninth year.
SAGE PHOTOS AND REPORTS NEEDED !
The SAGE needs articles and photographs, including
cover photos, that pertain to outdoor activities of interest to Desert Peak Sections members and subscribers. Please note that trip reports should include trip
dates and identify trip participants and photos should
indicate when and where the photo was taken, what it
is of, who is in it, and who took it. Please email
SAGE submissions to gregrg1955@verizon.net no
later than the second Sunday of even numbered
months.

The Desert Sage
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Conservation Chair
by Dave Perkins

Then there is the political aspect of
this issue. Cadiz has donated genAn ancient aquifer estimated to
erously to various California and
hold between 17 million and 34
perhaps federal politicians. The
million acre-feet of water lies in
Trump administration has listed
the desert between Barstow and
the Cadiz project as number 15 of
Needles north of Joshua Tree and
50 national emergency and securisouth of the Mojave National Prety projects earmarked for federal
serve. Two business partners have
support as key infrastructure priorbeen buying land and water rights
ities. Most recently state senator
in this area since 1983. Their
Richard Roth (D-Riverside) introcompany, Cadiz Inc., own 34,000
duced SB307 which would require
acres just south of the old Santa Fe
additional review of the Cadiz prorailroad line between one of the
ject by the State Lands Commislast undeveloped stretches of hission and the Department of Fish
toric Route 66. To put the size of
and Wildlife. This bill has been
their holdings in context, Cadiz
passed by the Senate, sent to the
owns approximately 20% of the
House, read for the first time and
over 1000 square miles of this Mojave Desert aqui- referred to the Natural Resources Committee. It
fer. They propose pumping something like 16 bil- deserves our support in whatever form that support
lion gallons a year to homes in Los Angeles and might take.
Orange counties (roughly 1/500 of the estimated
capacity of the aquifer). A USGS study completed For background on this issue see The Trouble with
in 2002 found that the scale of pumping proposed Cadiz by Kim Stringfellow and Julia Sizek dated
by Cadiz far exceeded the rate of natural refill. February 5, 2018 and available via a web search
The important question regarding this pumping is under the title.
whether it will leave enough water for the natural
springs to sustain bighorn sheep, desert tortoises
and other threatened species that live in this area.
STORM OVER CADIZ

Thanks to the Silent Auction Donors!
The DPS is very grateful for the donations for the silent auction at the banquet from four corporate
sponsors. These are the sponsoring companies and donated items:
Nalgene
Mpowerd
Mpowerd
Trekology
Trekology
Deuter

three 32 oz. wide-mouth bottles
one Luci Lux Trio (three pack) (lights)
one Luci Connect (light)
two UL50 Inflatable Sleeping Pads, camping mats
two Aluft 2.0 Ultralight inflating camping travel pillows
one Futura PRO 38 SL women’s day pack

If you were unsuccessful in your bid for any of the above items, please consider buying one or something else
from these vendors. Mpowerd is offering a discount on its various Luci inflatable lights; use this discount
code DesertPeaks30 and link to their web site https://mpowerd.com. Just add the code at checkout on the
web site. This discount doesn’t expire!
The Desert Sage
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DPS Membership Report
by Ron Bartell
Membership Summary
Type
Member
Household
Subscriber
Totals:

Regular
95
28
25
148

Renewals

Sustaining
38

Peter Kudlinski
Anne K Rolls

2 years
1 year

4
42

Activity Report
New Members
Justin Bruno
Garrett McLean

Pyramid Pk
Last Chance Mtn

New Sustaining Subscriber
Robert May
Sustaining Renewals
Pat Arredondo
Ron Bartell & Christine Mitchell
John Cheslick
Kevin & Lisa Heapy
Edward H Lubin
Dave & Ann Perkins
Steve Smith
Bruce Trotter

1 year
2 years
2 years
1 year
1 year
2 years
1 year
1 year

Congratulations go out to Mrs. Madge
Lint, who proof reads The Desert Sage for
the Sage editor, on her 100th birthday!!

Special Offer to New DPS Members and Subscribers
Beginning in 2018 the DPS would like to welcome new members and subscribers (who don’t yet meet
the criteria for membership) with a year’s free subscription to The Desert Sage. New members as well as
new subscribers should send the membership application form to the Membership Chair, Ron Bartell, by
email (desertpeakssection@gmail.com) or USPS (the form with the address may be downloaded in Word
or Adobe Acrobat format at http://desertpeaks.org/aboutus.htm), or may be found in this issue of the
Sage. Although the Sage is available to all on the web site, members and subscribers receive an email
with a link as soon as a new issue is published.

The Desert Sage
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Trip Reports
DPS member Peter Lara climbing up the ridge of Cerro Pescadores. Photo credit: Sandy Lara.

Ugh! Dry Mountain (8,674’) and
Tin Mountain (8,953’)
By Tina Bowman
April 26-27
Because the Mesquite Springs Campground, the
closest campground to Dry and Tin, was still closed
because of flood damage, our group camped along the
racetrack road, which is legal after two miles, though
the ranger I spoke to said one. Co-leader Nile
Sorenson found a great spot about three tenths of a
mile beyond the parking spot for Dry, i.e., 9.8 miles
in from the pavement, where there’s room for four
vehicles. Only one person, Amin Faraday, parked
down the road a ways Thursday night.

a drainage, then out of the drainage to avoid dry
waterfalls. A large duck was down in the gully, but
this wasn’t the best route, though it worked. Once
down to the north-south drainage, we headed straight
across and up a ridge, eventually topping out at the
summit at 1:05. We read and signed the register, then
enjoyed fantastic views of the snowy Sierra, less
snowy Inyos and Whites, and a fairly white Telescope
to the south. We could see the Racetrack and
Grandstand.

To avoid the heat–-forecast to be close to 90 degrees
at the road on Friday, the first day of the outing––we
were on the march at 6:17. We were a group of six
with Nile in the lead up the long wash on route C.
Following him were Sandy Lara, Miriam Khamis,
Amin, Ray Thompson, and I. We noted some desert
paintbrush, tufted evening primrose, golden evening
primrose, and other flowers and spied a couple of
horny toads, more black, gray, and white than the tan
ones we typically see. They blended in with the rocks
quite well.
Though route C is longer than A, it avoids the
headwall (and rock fall) and follows a ridge instead,
where we often had a breeze. (Note that the current
map in the DPS guide does not correctly show route
C; it is not roughly parallel with route A. Instead, it
angles to the left up the broad wash, hooks around the
toe of the ridge, and then climbs the ridge, joining
route A in the area of the saddle that one can see from
the parking spot.) We enjoyed a number of breaks
over the course of the day, and part way up the ridge,
I took over the lead. Dropping down toward Dry, we
probably should have gone farther to our right to a
larger ridge, but we went down a small ridge and into
The Desert Sage

On the summit of Dry Mountain, L to R: Ray
Thompson, Sandy Lara, Amin Faraday, Nile
Sorenson, and Miriam Khamis.
We started down at 1:35, taking the gentle north ridge
down to a saddle, then turned east to continue down,
across the flat area, and up the better ridge.
Unfortunately, Sandy lost her phone, probably when
she adjusted a sock and it slipped out of her pocket.
On the other hand, we were all fortunate that when we
finally returned to the wash it was in the shade. We
had sun again for a while, but then shade. In the wash
thousands of painted lady butterflies were flying
about, joined lower down by some small white
10

July-August 2019

Trip Reports - continued
butterflies. We were back to the vehicles just after
7:00, definitely a long day. We said goodbye to
Miriam, who was off to join Mat Kelliher’s trip to
Palmer and Grapevine, and Amin, heading home.
Miriam’s GPS gave about sixteen miles and over
6100’ gain for the day.
Nile, Sandy, Ray, and I camped in the same spot as
Thursday night; Tracey Thomerson camped just up
the road from us. Ray elected not to climb Tin on
Saturday. It turns out Dry was his first climb with the
DPS; he certainly picked a tough one! We hope to see
him again.
For Tin, then, we were a group of four, starting hiking
at 6:13 and enjoying being in the shade till we were
near the top of the ridge. At some point in the past I’d
made a note that it was 10.9 miles to the parking spot,
not 10.5. Well, maybe something had been off with
my odometer when I made that note. It’s 10.5. We
had a good turnout for parking, but we were too far
south on the road, though I didn’t know it at the time.
I remembered bits of the climb of Tin, having been
there three times before over the past twenty-five
years, but I didn’t remember what the route looked
like from afar. I remembered some use trail on the
ridge, and we didn’t find that till nearly at the end of
the ridge that trends southeast at the point. My
“creative” route mostly was ok, though there was
plenty of loose rock underfoot and a couple of spots
where we needed to make a move or two. Near the
top of the ridge, we came upon the use trail.

On the summit of Tin Mountain (White Mountain
appears in the left background), L to R: Tracey
Thomerson, Nile Sorenson, and Sandy Lara.
vehicles. We arrived before 3:00. Near the bottom
Sandy and Nile diverged slightly to their cars, while
Tracey and I went to hers. She gave me a ride to my
truck where we said our goodbyes, then I went down
to say farewell to Sandy and Nile. Sandy then left to
join Tracey at the Racetrack, and Nile and I headed
home. Sandy later reported having gotten a flat tire on
the Racetrack Road, sidewall cuts.

Dry and Tin are a couple of tough peaks, Dry in its
own right, Tin more because it’s usually done after
Dry. I suppose I’ll eventually recover from the
We dropped down a bit and contoured to the nice outing.
pinyon-lined draw that leads up in the direction of the
summit. It seemed too soon, but I headed up to the
summit anyway, except it was the false summit. Can I
say I was still delirious after Dry? We dropped just a
bit and soon were on the proper summit at 11:05. It
was a bit hazy but quite pleasant on top. Tracey
kindly said she was enjoying the adventure of my
route; Sandy and Nile probably wanted to throttle me.
Tin has another good register. After about half an
hour, we started down. This time we had an easy time
of it, taking the use trail down the proper ridge all the
way to its toe and heading down the alluvial fan to the
The Desert Sage
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2019 DPS Annual Banquet
By Jim S. Fleming
Our annual fete was held on Sunday, May 19th. This
year, we returned to a venue which either the DPS or
SPS had used previously––The Reef Restaurant in
Long Beach. The site of the restaurant is spectacular,
right on the shore just north of the Queen Mary berth.
I was curious to see how it would fare as I had never
been there before.
Several
other
members of the
DPS
Mcomm
had,
however,
and it seemed to
be a good bet.
Why not try
something new or
not recently used
to give a different
atmosphere?

was Mat Kelliher. Unfortunately, Mat had a prior
commitment out of state and was unable to attend. I
accepted on his behalf. Mat, you need to lead a peak
and I need to get you the plaque!

Our program presenter, Ron Bartell, gave an interesting take on his
list of Death Valley peaks (peaks
on and not on the
DPS list) and
how the list was
formed
and
evolved
over
time. Some intriguing possibilities there for addition to the DPS
list, too, perhaps?
My favorite was
the peak that is
actually
below
sea level! So you
DPS past and new chair, L to R: Randy Bernard, Tina Bowman, deduct elevation
Sandy Lara (2019-20 Chair), Barbara Reber, Christine Mitchell, for that one, huh?

Our attendance of
54,
including
many good old
timers
and
friends, was all
impressed by the
room (known apEllen Grau, Gary Craig, Dave Baldwin, Ron Jones, and Jim
propriately as the
Thanks in great
Fleming. Photo credit: Tom Bowman.
Bay
View
part to my comRoom). It was a bit tricky negotiating the various patriots in the DPS Mcomm, it all went off very, very
twists and turns to find the restaurant (being in a well. Kudos to Tina and Tom Bowman for making
somewhat confusing location at the end of the Long the program and helping organize, to all those who
Beach Freeway), but all in the group surmounted the contributed items for the Silent Auction, Diana Neffdifficulties and arrived for Happy Hour.
Estrada for getting all of the freebies from vendors for
the auction, et al. We took in $260 in the auction, and
This year, in order to keep the ticket prices down, I that is good dough!
was able to negotiate with the manager, who let us
have the facility at a Non-Profit status to help. How- Looking forward to next year’s event––I will once
ever, this meant that we only were able to offer two again be the Banquet Chair. I promise to keep doing it
entrees instead of the usual three. Perhaps in returning until I get it right––HA!
I can see about the fish entree as a third selection
(thanks for the input on that, Randy Bernard and Ron
Jones!).
Our awardee this year, for Outstanding Leadership,
The Desert Sage
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A DPS Discussion on Delisting
Cerro Pescadores
On Pescadores and the Mexican Peaks
By Tina Bowman
The DPS Management Committee would like to start a discussion in the Sage about having the Cerro Pescadores on our
list. Why? On a recent private trip to Pescadores not long ago, one truck was vandalized while members were climbing the peak (see
the March-April 2019 issue of the Sage, the “Outings Chair” column on page 11 and “The Chair’s Corner” on page 2: https://
desertpeaks.org/adobepdffiles/Sage380.pdf). This incident led to a discussion by the committee of Pescadores and the Mexican
peaks in general. We had a very thoughtful response to a call for comments from “The Chair’s Corner” from Barbara Lilley:
“I agree that Cerro Pescadores should be removed from the DPS list. It’s far too dangerous. When it was added decades
ago, conditions in Mexico were quite different. Perhaps this could appear on the next DPS ballot. The remaining Mexican peaks
could be left on for the time being, as they are more remote and better protected in national parks. Mexico should be commended for
creating these national parks, and perhaps by visiting them we are offering our support.”
Because the management committee is seriously considering putting delisting Pescadores on the 2020 ballot, we would like
to have members contribute to a pro and con discussion in the Sage on dropping Pescadores from our peaks list. In addition, we’d
like your thoughts about the Mexican peaks in general, not just Pescadores. What do you think of Mark Butski’s suggestion of two
versions of the list, with and without the Mexican peaks, possibly with a selection of peaks that could be climbed instead? We look
forward to what members have to say! Please send your arguments to editor Greg Gerlach at gregrg1955@verizon.net.

DPS Potlucks
By Mary McMannes
The April 14
potluck at the
Tidball’s, from L to
R: Tom Bowman,
Pat Holleman, and
Gerry Holleman.

The March 10 potluck at Tom Sumner’s house,
from L to R: Tom Sumner, Mirna Roach, Ron
Grau, Ellen Grau, and Linda McDermott.

The April 14 potluck at the Tidball’s, from L to R:
Ann Perkins, Julie Rush, Dave Perkins, David
Reneric, and Jan Reneric.

The March 10 Potluck at Tom Sumner’s house, from
L to R: Tina Bowman, Mary McMannes, Greg
Roach, Ron "Bartelli," and Christine Mitchell.

The Desert Sage
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DESERT BOOKS
By Burton Falk
master’s degree in zoology from U.C. Berkeley, is
assigned to survey the streams and lakes of the
eastern Sierra Nevada, part of a new research
MONO (1978), David Carle
program for the State Division of Fish and Game.
“For a dollar a day he would wander in some of the
SMALL ROCKS RISING (2002), Susan Lang
most beautiful mountain country in the world, with a
WELCOME TO SAINT ANGEL (2009), William fly rod as an essential tool.”
Luvaas
The second character of significance is Alisa Stohler,
a bright, headstrong young woman, who, when we
MONO (1978), David Carle
SUMMER FICTION, 2019

Last summer, my wife, Jo, and I made a first-time
stop at the Mono Lake Committee’s Information
Center and Bookstore in downtown Lee Vining.
Wow, a desert booklover’s dream come true. There I
made an equally interesting discovery, Mono, a novel
by David Carle, who, as his short biography reads,
“grew up in Orange County, received his bachelor’s
degree at UC Davis in Wildlife and Fisheries Biology
and a master’s degree from CSU Sacramento in
Recreation and Parks Administration. He was a
ranger in California State Parks for 27 years (and)
from 1982 through 2000, at the Mono Lake Tufa
State Reserve, he shared the unit ranger position with
his wife, Janet.”
Because I had recently reviewed three Mono Lake
related books--Abraham Hoffman’s, Mono Lake;
John Hart’s, Storm Over Mono; William Kahrl’s,
Water & Power, and was in the middle of Mark
Twain’s, Roughing It—I was intrigued with Carle’s
1978 novel, which is set in the Mono Basin during the
final years of the Great Depression, 1938-1941. It
was then that the City of Los Angeles and its
Department of Water & Power, employing a
workforce of 2,000 men, built a system of aqueducts,
including an 11-mile tunnel beneath the Mono
Craters, designed to capture virtually all the water
that flowed into the Mono Basin and transport it south
to an ever-thirstier Los Angeles.
first meet her, is spending the summer with her
Foremost of Mono’s three main characters is Justin parents, both of whom work at the pack station at
Hearth, who, in the spring of 1938, with a brand-new Silver Lake and eke out a living in the small town of
The Desert Sage
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Desert Books - continued
Lee Vining during the winter. Alisa is a senior at generous surrender to the earth and sky, and came
Bishop High School, near which, during the school back to the world of muddy tumult with clear eyes.”
year, she lives in a boarding house. She loves the
Mono Basin, and thinks that Los Angeles, in its
pursuit to take all the water from the area, will ruin it
for everyone. “Why must the city always have its
way, just because it’s bigger?”
Randy Stohler, Alisa’s older brother—also a Bishop
High boarding room veteran—is the third person of
major interest. Employed on the 11-mile tunnel
project, Randy explains: “West Portal is the biggest of
four construction camps...I’m a day laborer, working
six days a week on eight-hour shifts. They started me
as a flunky, making $3.50 a day. Flunkies clean the
dormitories and rooms where tunnel workers change
into Waterproof coats, rubber boots and hardhats and
take their showers after their shifts underground.”
“Before the project started, everyone around here just
struggled along. Hard times are just a memory now.
Los Angeles has the money to do things up big.”
Carle frequently shifts viewpoints from one character
to another, sometimes causing this reader to go back
and determine who is currently being featured. This is
a minor complaint, however, compared to the
nostalgic atmosphere of the late 1930’s that Mono
evokes. Together, the three main characters weave a
compelling story: Justin, offering a naturalist’s look at
the magnificent high-desert basin; Alisa, sharing her
budding journalistic view of the injustices caused by
both the Mono project and the larger, older Owens
Valley project; and Randy, contributing a worker’s
inside look at the construction of the massive project
itself.
Susan Lang, in in her 2002 novel, Small Rocks Rising,
The last chapter of Mono, which jumps decades ahead comes close to matching Austin in her descriptions of
to 1994, is a touching what-could-have-been requiem the hard-scrabble inhabitants and the rugged
for two of Carle’s most likeable characters. I highly landscapes of the desert west.
recommend this history-filled high-desert novel.
In the acknowledgements to her story, which is set in
the late 1920’s, Lang cautions that “readers should be
SMALL ROCKS RISING (2002), Susan Lang
aware that many aspects of the actual geography have
Pulitzer Prize winning biographer Carl Van Doren been reconfigured to meet the dramatic needs of this
once described Mary Austin—author of The Land of novel, and that much of the landscape of this work is
Little Rain—as “a woman who…went into the now fictional...” To save potential readers from
venerable desert, put her heart to the ground, heard puzzling too long over the mystery of the story’s
men walking and gods breathing, mastered herself by physical setting, it’s helpful to know that Lang, born
The Desert Sage
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Desert Books - continued
in 1941, was raised from the age of three on a 160
acre homestead, claimed by her mother in 1930,
located in the Pipes Canyon area, near Pioneertown,
California.
When we first meet Ruth Farley, Small Rocks Rising’s
heroine, she, a load of building materials, and a few
pieces of her furniture are arriving via a flat-bed truck
at the site of the homestead she was granted a month
earlier in March 1929. Situated in Rattlesnake
Canyon, her newly-acquired property is high enough
in elevation to support a small spring and a smattering
of pinyon pine trees, but a bit too high to sustain
Joshua Trees.
Unloading her material with the help of Matt Baxter,
local store owner, and John Olsen, a Swedish
emigrant and seasonal onyx miner, two of her closest
neighbors, Ruth remains unfazed by the fact that a
large boulder lies atop the very spot she has planned
to build her new dwelling. When Matt pats her on the
shoulder and explains that she’ll need help to deal
with the large stone, Ruth replies, “I’ll move this
rock. You wait and see.” Welcome to the steely
resolve of a young woman whose main assets, beside
her homestead and her few meager possessions, are a
small monthly allowance from a trust fund set up by
the family of her late father, two years at a finishing
school on the east coast, and a curious family,
including a “bitter bohemian” mother and a
“persnickery busybody” aunt back in her hometown
of El Paso, Texas.
Before Ruth can begin laying a foundation for her
new home, however, she needs to move the boulder.
And how she manages to do so—after breaking
several planks in futile attempts using a lever and
fulcrum to do the job—leads a reader to believe that,
“Hey, maybe she can pull off her whole homebuilding scheme after all.”
As the summer progresses, Ruth learns how to mix
concrete, pour a slab floor, and build rock walls. One
morning, after her four walls have reached shoulderheight, she is pleasantly surprised when several
neighbors, led by John Olsen, arrive with materials to
do a “cabin-raising” for her, finishing off the walls
and placing a roof on her dwelling. Ruth, deeply
The Desert Sage

appreciative of her neighbors, relishes the life in her
new surroundings. “She loved having the land open
before her as she rested in the shade under the pine or
ate her supper watching sunset display its dazzle of
color. She liked to linger as the light faded to a dusk
that sucked all color from the landscape. The night
began scattering stars overhead—a few at first then so
many that the darkness seemed ready to burst into
illumination...”
But living in Rattlesnake Canyon is lonely, and Ruth
soon yearns to have a man in her life. “Not a
husband, really—she couldn’t picture herself as a
wife, back under someone’s control—but her man.”
A free-spirited woman, she has brief affairs with Matt
Baxter—whose wife is dying of tuberculosis; Johnny
Lee, a cowboy who asks Ruth to marry him; and,
lastly, with Jim, a well-educated Indian who lives in a
camp on the mountain high above Ruth’s rock house.
That fall, after Ruth and Jim have become lovers, they
are assaulted by a pair of vagrant cowboys, who take
offense of the inter-racial pair. In the ensuing melee,
Ruth is raped and Jim, attempting to protect her, is
killed.
Struggling to recover both emotionally and
physically, but strong-willed as ever, Ruth opts to
over-winter alone in her new home. There, snowbound for weeks on end, she plots mayhem against
her two assailants and discovers that she is pregnant.
Not knowing who the father might be—Jim or one of
the cowboys—Ruth must decide whether to keep the
child or not.
As spring finally arrives, Lang concludes her story in
a most Mary Austin-like manner: “Ruth had come to
this canyon to...make her way like a man was allowed
to do.” “She wasn’t sure what that was yet, but it
didn’t worry her. The canyon would teach her.”
Susan Lang (1941-) taught English at Yavapai
College in Prescott, Arizona for many years, and
helped found the Hassayampa Institute for Creative
Writing. Small Rocks Rising, her debut novel, was
inspired by her mother’s life in the desert, and is
continued in two semi-biographical novels, Juniper
Blue (2006), and Moon Lily (2008).
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Desert Books - continued
WELCOME TO SAINT ANGEL (2009), William once a month; Mona Sahlstrom—Al Sharpe’s
girlfriend, loan officer at Saint Angel Federal Bank,
Luvaas
DGLA member and anti-development activist; and
The big question is, should Welcome to Saint Angel Matt and Sage Littlefeather—Soboba Indians, Matt a
be considered as Desert Books material?
bouncer at a nearby casino; Sage a tribal council
member, both of whom are
Indeed, the town’s location as
anti-development
activists.
disclosed on its Welcome to
Several others, including a
Saint Angel sign is “9 miles
survivalist, an angry Jesus
east of San Jacinto, 16 miles
freak, and a computer hacker/
southwest
of
Palm
descendent of early MexicanSprings” (FYI, these points
American settlers, add interest
don’t converge), while another
to the story, which, with its
topographic
hint
reads,
unlikely twists and turns, is
“Nothing much thrives on
reminiscent of two recent
eight inches of rainfall a
Desert Books summer fiction
year—beyond creosote bush
selections—Walks
Away
and squaw bush...”
So, it
Woman by Ki Longfellow and
appears that Luvass’ fictional
The Never-Open Desert Diner
community
is
situated
by James Anderson.
somewhere
between
the
Coachella Valley and the
Due to Al Sharpe’s friendly
urban Inland Empire and, thus,
opposition to the DGLA’s
the novel can be considered at
fascination
with
green
least somewhat desert-themed.
lawns—indeed Al founded the
“Honesty Faction” of the club,
And it is in Saint Angel—
after his grass started waking
originally named Santa Rosa
him up in the mornings,
de Los Angeles—that Luvaas,
“screaming in anticipation of
in a bipolar combination of
the day’s heat.”—he becomes
drama and comedy, skewers
the point man in resistance to
both greed-driven developers who scheme to Ches Noonan’s plan to subdivide much of the area
transform arid grids of desert land into huge, high- surrounding Saint Angel. As the plot thickens,
water consuming housing tracts, and naive, ‘not in my relating how the developer and the anti-development
backyard’ locals, who attempt to halt such projects.
activists parry each other’s moves, Al loses his
home—including Finley’s treehouse, becomes deep in
Saint Angel’s cast of characters include the hero, Al debt, is charged with a felony, and is pursued by a
Sharpe—a good-natured widower/inventor, who posse, including an Indian tracker, for several day,
moved to his place, “Second Chance Acres,” eleven much like the actual hunt for the rogue Indian, Willie
years earlier, and is the father of a high school-aged Boy, in 1909.
daughter, Finley; Finley Sharpe—for whom Al built
an 800 square-foot tree house, “sprawled across limb William Luvaas has a fine sense of humor and writes
crotches of a giant black oak,” and who is an ardent well. He was raised in Eugene, Oregon, graduated
anti-development activist; Ches Noonan—a wealthy from U.C. Berkeley, and has published three
real estate developer, owner of SALCO (Saint Angel additional novels, The Seduction of Natalie Bach,
Land Company), husband of the sensuous Penny Going Under, and Beneath the Coyote Hills. His
Noonan, and current president of DGLA (Desert honors include an NEA Fellowship in Fiction and 1st
Green Lawn Association), a social club which meets place in Glimmer Train’s Fiction Open Contest.
The Desert Sage
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Desert Peaks Section
Merchandise
ORDERED
BY:
STREET:

SHIP TO:
(IF DIFFERENT)
STREET:

CITY/ZIP:

CITY/ZIP:

STATE:

STATE:

PHONE:

PHONE:

QUANTITY

ITEM

PRICE

DPS Peaks List
Note: The DPS Peaks List is also available as a
free download on the DPS website
DPS Road and Peak Guide (CD, 6th Edition)
Note: Individual peak guides are available free to
DPS members on the DPS website. Please see
the back page of the Sage for more information
DPS Complete History and Lore (CD)

$1.00

DPS Patch

$3.00

DPS Emblem Pin

$12.00

DPS List Finisher Pin

$40.00

Desert Explorer Award Pin

$12.00

DPS T-shirt (see below for shipping and handling), tan with black and gray print (S, L, XL)
*Sorry, sold out of medium T-shirts*
For T-shirt orders, add $3.50 for 1 shirt and $4.00 for 2 or more
shirts per order for shipping and handling
Mail order form and payment to:
Please make check payable to the Desert Peaks Section.
Questions: desertpeakstreasurer@gmail.com
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TOTAL

$15.00

$15.00

$12.00
$3.50 / $4.00
Laura Newman
11755 Entrada Avenue
Porter Ranch, CA 91326-1933

Grand Total:
_____________
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SUBSCRIPTION
REMINDER
If you haven’t already done so,
please consider renewing your
DPS subscription or
membership, which costs
$10.00 per year; also, multiple
year subscriptions or
memberships are encouraged.
Please note that the DPS offers
a Sustaining membership or
subscription dues option,
which costs $20.00 per year.
Please send your check,
made payable to “Desert
Peaks Section”, to:
Ron Bartell
1556 21st Street,
Manhattan Beach, CA, 90266
For your convenience, you
may use the Subscription/
Membership form at the
bottom of this page.

0451
Anyone can subscribe to the Sage, for $10/year, or $20/year for a Sustaining subscription. New
subscriptions are free for the first calendar year, and subscribers will receive the electronic Sage. We
suggest that if you are currently receiving a hardcopy Sage you subscribe at the Sustaining level.
Only one (1) subscription is required per household. To become a member of DPS (eligible to vote in
our elections), you must be a Sierra Club member, climb 6 of the 96 peaks on the DPS peaks list, and
subscribe to the Sage. Send subscription/membership applications, renewals, and address changes
to the Membership Records Chair: Ron Bartell, 1556 21st St, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266;
ronbartell@yahoo.com. Include your name, address, and email address; and for renewals, a check
payable to DPS; and to apply for membership, include your Sierra Club member number and the 6
peaks you’ve climbed (with the dates if possible).

Name:
City:

State:

Hm Phone:

Wk Phone:

Fax:

eMail:

The Desert Sage

Type

# of Years Per Year

 Regular

$10

 Sustaining

$20

Totals

 Donation

Address:

SC #:
 New Subscriber
 Name Change
 New Work Phone

DPS Subscriptions/Memberships:

W0451

Zip:

Total:

Make Check Payable to Desert Peaks Section
Send to:

Leader Status(Circle as appropriate): O I M E
 New Member (provide Sierra Club #)
 New Address
 New Home Phone
 New Fax
 New Email
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Ron Bartell, DPS Membership Chair
1556 21st Street
Manhattan Beach, CA, 90266
(310) 546-1977 (home)
ronbartell@yahoo.com
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DESERT PEAKS SECTION
DPS NEWSLETTER - The Desert Sage is published six times a year by the Desert Peaks Section of the
Angeles Chapter of the Sierra Club.
SUBSCRIPTION/MEMBERSHIP: Anyone can subscribe to the Sage, for $10/year, or $20/year for a
Sustaining subscription. New subscriptions are free for the first calendar year, and subscribers will
receive the electronic Sage. We suggest that if you are currently receiving a hardcopy Sage you subscribe
at the Sustaining level. Only one (1) subscription is required per household. To become a member of DPS
(eligible to vote in our elections), you must be a Sierra Club member, climb 6 of the 95 peaks on the DPS
peaks list, and subscribe to the Sage. Send subscription/membership applications, renewals, and address
changes to the Membership Records Chair: Ron Bartell, 1556 21st Street, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266;
ronbartell@yahoo.com. Include your name, address, and email address; and for renewals, a check
payable to DPS; and to apply for membership, include your Sierra Club member number and the 6
peaks you’ve climbed (with the dates if possible).
EMBLEM AND LIST COMPLETION STATUS: Emblem status is awarded to DPS members who
have been a member for one year, who have climbed 15 peaks on the DPS Peak list, including five of the
seven emblem peaks, and who send a list of peaks and dates climbed to Membership Records Chair Ron
Bartell, 1556 21st Street, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266, or ronbartell@yahoo.com. Recognition is
also given for completion of the DPS list by notifying Ron of peaks and dates climbed. Please see the
DPS website for additional Emblem recognition categories.
DPS MERCHANDISE: DPS T-shirts, the DPS Road and Peak Guide, the DPS Peak List, Emblem,
Explorer and List Finish pins, and other merchandise is available for purchase from the DPS
Merchandiser (see the Merchandise page in this issue of the Sage for more information). Please note
that the DPS Peak List is also available as a free download on the DPS Website. In addition, individual
peak guides may be downloaded from the DPS website for free by DPS members and subscribers; please
contact Ron Bartell at ronbartell@yahoo.com for further information.
SAGE SUBMISSIONS: The Sage editor welcomes all articles, trip reports and photographs pertaining
to outdoor activities of interest to DPS members. Trip participants are encouraged to submit a trip
report if the participant knows that the trip leaders are not going to submit a trip write-up. The editor
may modify submittals in an attempt to increase clarity, decrease length, or correct typos, but hopefully
will not modify meaning. Please note that digital documents and photographs are required for
submissions to the Sage. Trip reports should include trip dates and identify trip participants and photos
should indicate when and where the photo was taken, what it is of, who is in it, and who took it. Please
email Sage submissions to the editor no later than the second Sunday of even numbered months; the
next submission deadline for the Sage is August 11, 2019.
ADVERTISEMENTS: You can advertise private trips that are of interest to DPS members in the Sage
for free. Other announcements/ads are $1 per line or $25 for a half-page space.
EDITOR: Greg Gerlach, 23933 Via Astuto, Murrieta, CA 92562, email: gregrg1955@verizon.net.
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